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The  Power  of  Paitli 


by  Elder  Marion  G.  Romney 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 


Now  faith  is  the  substance  of 
things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of 
things  not  seen.  (Hebrews  11:1.) 

.  .  .  Being  justified  by  faith,  we 
have  peace  with  God  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ: 

By  whom  also  we  have  access  by 
faith  into  this  grace  wherein  we 
stand,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God.  (Romans  5:1,  2.) 

In .  his  preface  to  the  Book  of 
Commandments  the  Lord  said  that 
one  of  his  purposes  in  giving  Joseph 
Smith  this  revelation  was  "that 
faith  also  might  increase  in  the 
earth."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
1:21.) 

The     Prophet     Joseph     Smith 
named  "faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  as  the  first 
principle  of  the  gospel.^ 

Blessed  is  he  who — based  on  a  knowledge  of  the 
gospel — has  unshakable  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Such  a  one  has  for  his  goal  the  attainment  of 
eternal  life.  He  has  an  anchor  to  his  soul,  and  a 
motive  for  action. 

The  possessor  of  such  a  faith  has: 

One:  A  sound  understanding  of  the  purpose  of 
life. 

He  knows  that  God  lives;  he  knows  that  he  him- 
self is  a  begotten  child  of  God  and  that  as  such  he  is 
endowed  with  the  potential  eventually  to  rise  to  the 
full  stature  of  his  Heavenly  Father;  and  he  is  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  plan  by  which  he  may 
do  so.  Thus  fortified,  he  is  not  "driven  with  the  wind 
and  tossed,"^  but  stands  serene  and  confident  amid 
the  ups  and  downs  of  life.  Like  the  Valley  of  Lemuel, 
he  remains  "firm  and  steadfast  and  immovable,"^ 
his  goal  fixed  by  his  knowledge  of  the  purpose  of  life. 


^Fourth  Article  of  Faith. 

=See  James  1:6. 

-■See  1  Nephi  2:10. 

For  Course  10,  lessons  17  to  19  {January  17  to  31),  "Faith  in 
Christ— the  First  Principle  of  the  Gospel,"  "Faith  in  Christ — Courage," 
and  "Faith  in  Christ — Grows  as  We  Learn  and  Obey";  for  Course  12, 
lesson  16  (January  10),  "The  Mission  of  Jesus  Christ — a  Message  to 
King  Benjamin";  for  Course  16,  lesson  19  (January  31),  "Man's  Effort 
to  Find  Truth";  for  Course  18,  lessons  12  and  16  (December  6,  January 
10),  "Key  to  Spiritual  Power"  and  "Spiritual  Guidance";  for  Course 
26,  lesson  12  (November  8),  "Seek  Ye  after  the  Best";  for  Course  28, 
lesson  7  (October  18),  "A  Record  of  an  Ancient  People:  Faith  Enough 
to  See";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  12;  and  of  general 
interest. 


Two:  The  possessor  of  such  faith 
has  a  sure  test  by  which  to  distin- 
guish truth  from  error. 

He  knows  that  he  lives  in  a  day 
of  great  conflict  between  good  and 
evil;  that  anti-Christs  stalk  the 
earth  in  all  lands;  that  false  philos- 
ophies and  doctrines  emanating 
from  the  Prince  of  Darkness  are 
being  presented  in  such  an  appeal- 
ing manner  as  almost  to  deceive 
the  very  elect.  All  this  he  knows 
and  more. 

He  knows  that  earth  was  created 
to  be  a  battleground  for  the  souls 
of  men;  that  this  life  is  a  testing 
time;  that  in  mortality  men  must 
struggle  between  the  two  mighty 
forces  of  truth  and  error. 
He  is  strengthened  for  the  conflict  by  the  knowl- 
edge that  God,  his  Heavenly  Father,  has  not  aban- 
doned him  in  the  struggle  but  has  put  within  his 
reach  the  knowledge  and  wisdom  upon  which  he  can 
correctly  distinguish  good  from  evil.  He  knows  that 
such  knowledge  has  been  revealed  from  heaven  and 
that  it  may  be  found  in  the  scriptures  and  in  the 
teachings  of  the  living  prophets. 

He  knows  this  because  he  has  studied  and 
searched  scriptures  and  listened  to  and  pondered 
what  the  living  prophets  say.  He  has  also  fasted  and 
prayed  about  the  teachings  of  the  scriptures  and  liv- 
ing prophets.  He  knows  from  his  own  experience 
that  faith  comes  from  searching,  hearing,  pondering, 
and  praying  about  the  word  of  God. 

He  knows  that  he  himself  has  the  gift  of  revela- 
tion by  which  he  may  not  only  correctly  interpret 
the  scriptures  and  the  teachings  of  the  living  proph- 
ets, but  also  properly  conduct  his  own  personal  af- 
fairs. 

He  is  not  led  astray  by  false  teachings,  theories, 
and  philosophies,  for  he  tests  them  by  his  knowledge 
of  revealed  truth.  If  they  do  not  comport  therewith, 
he  rejects  them  or  at  least  holds  them  in  abeyance 
until  all  the  facts  are  in.  His  knowledge  and  faith  en- 
able him  to  distinguish  between  truth  and  error. 
The  manner  and  importance  of  so  doing  we  learn 
from  Mormon,  who  said  to  the  saints  in  his  day: 


OCTOBER     1970 


353 


.  .  .  Take  heed,  my  beloved  brethren,  that  ye  do 
not  judge  that  which  is  evil  to  be  of  God,  or  that 
which  is  good  and  of  God  to  be  of  the  devil. 

For  behold,  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is  given  to  every 
man,  that  he  may  know  good  from  evil;  wherefore, 
I  show  unto  you  the  way  to  judge;  for  every  thing 
which  inviteth  to  do  good,  and  to  persuade  to  believe 
in  Christ,  is  sent  forth  by  the  power  and  gift  of 
Christ;  wherefore  ye  may  know  with  a  perfect  knowl- 
edge it  is  of  God.  ...  [In  other  words,  that  it  is 
truth.] 

But  whatsoever  thing  persuadeth  men  to  do  evil, 
and  believe  not  in  Christ,  and  deny  him,  and  serve 
not  God,  then  ye  may  know  with  a  perfect  knowledge 
it  is  of  the  devil;  for  after  this  manner  doth  the 
devil  work.  ... 

And  then  he  adds  this  caution: 

And  now,  my  brethren,  seeing  that  ye  know  the 
light  by  which  ye  may  judge,  which  light  is  the  light 
of  Christ,  see  that  ye  do  not  judge  wrongfully;  for 
with  that  same  judgment  which  ye  judge  ye  shall 
also  be  judged.  (Moroni  7:14-18.) 

Three:  The  possessor  of  such  faith  is  fortified  in 
his  courage  to  resist  temptation  and  live  true  to  his 
convictions. 

Consider,  for  example,  Joseph  in  Egypt.  At  the 
very  pinnacle  of  success,  when  he  was  prosperous, 
popular,  young,  and  romantic,  he  came  upon  a  great 
temptation — a  temptation  which,  had  he  yielded  to 
it,  would  have  ruined  his  life. 

His  master's  wife  became  enamored  with  him  and 
sought  to  seduce  him.  From  the  record  it  is  clear 
that  Joseph's  strength  to  resist  this  great  temptation 
and  live  true  to  his  convictions  was  derived  from  his 
faith,  based  upon  a  knowledge  of  what  the  Lord  had 
said  about  adultery.  For,  said  he,  "How  .  .  .  can  I 
do  this  great  wickedness,  and  sin  against  God?" 
(Genesis  39:9.) 


This  weighing  of  his  temptation  in  terms  of  sin- 
ning against  God  was  possible  only  because  he  was 
informed  as  to  God's  commandments.  And  thus,  he 
being  fortified  with  knowledge  and  great  faith,  "It 
came  to  pass,  as  she  spake  to  Joseph  day  by  day, 
that  he  hearkened  not  unto  her."  (Genesis  39:10.) 

Finally:  The  possessor  of  a  well-informed  faith 
enjoys  peace  of  mind  in  the  days  of  trial. 

There  is  no  greater  blessing.  For  there  comes  a 
time  in  the  life  of  every  soul,  be  he  ever  so  self- 
confident  and  well-adjusted,  when  without  such  an 
inner  peace  he  sinks  into  the  valley  of  despair. 

For  the  comfort,  encouragement,  and  guidance  of 
the  members  of  his  infant  Church  the  Lord  said  in 
August,  1830: 

Listen  to  the  voice  of  Jesus  Christ,  your  Lord, 
your  God,  and  your  Redeemer,  whose  word  is  quick 
and  powerful,  .  .  . 

. ,.  .  Lift  up  your  hearts  and  rejoice,  and  gird  up 
your  loins,  and  take  upon  you  my  whole  armor,  that 
ye  may  be  able  to  withstand  the  evil  day,  having 
done  all,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  stand. 

Stand,  therefore,  having  your  loins  girt  about 
with  truth,  having  on  the  breastplate  of  righteous- 
ness, and  your  feet  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the 
gospel  of  peace,  which  I  have  sent  mine  angels  to 
commit  unto  you; 

Taking  the  shield  of  faith  wherewith  ye  shall  be 
able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked; 

And  take  the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the  sword 
of  my  Spirit,  which  I  will  pour  out  upon  you,  and 
my  word  which  I  reveal  unto  you,  and  be  agreed  as 
touching  all  things  whatsoever  ye  ask  of  me,  and  be 
faithful  until  I  come,  and  ye  shall  be  caught  up,  that 
where  I  am  ye  shall  be  also.  Amen.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  27:1,  15-18.) 

Great  is  the  power  of  faith  and  the  rewards  for 
faithfulness. 

Library  File  Reference:   FAITH;  TEMPTATION;   TESTIMGNY. 


TEACHING 


Education  does  not  mean  teaching  people  what 
they  do  not  know.  It  means  teaching  them  to  behave 
as  they  do  not  behave.  .  .  .  It  is  a  work  to  be  done 
by  kindness,  by  watching,  by  warning,  by  precept, 
and  by  praise,  but  above  all — by  example. 

— John  Ruskin. 

Praise  has  been  said  to  be  a  verbal  vitamin,  and 
it  is  vital  to  learning  when  judiciously  given.  It  is 
possible  to  forgive  a  teacher  almost  any  fault  except 
the  lack  of  love  and  concern  for  the  students  he 


teaches.  It  is  only  in  this  love  that  he  can  inspire  in 
his  pupils  a  love  of  knowledge.  "The  business  of  the 
teacher,"  said  William  Lyon  Phelps,  "is  not  to  supply 
information;  it  is  to  raise  a  thirst." 

If  students  have  a  desire  to  learn,  they  will  find 
a  way  to  get  the  information  they  need  and  desire. 
Great  teachers  have  helped  students  to  light  their 
candles,  that  they  might  search  the  treasuries  of  the 
world's  knowledge. 

— Carolyn  Eyring  Miner. 
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FIND  HAPPINESS 
WHERE  YOU  ARE 

by  Elliott  D.  Landau 

Watching  the  pert  blonde  swish  into  my  office 
one  Saturday  afternoon,  Dr.  Stone,  the  chairman, 
winked  a  knowing  wink  as  I  closed  the  door.  Little 
did  he  know  that  before  me  sat  a  very  troubled,  hon- 
est mother  of  four,  who  opened  the  conversation  with: 
"You  don't  know  how  disappointed  I  was  to  find 
out  that  you  became  a  Mormon.  You,  my  favorite 
professor,  a  man  of  intelligence,  have  finally  suc- 
cumbed— ^joined  the  'in'  group.  I  was  excommuni- 
cated a  few  years  ago  and  joined  another  church. 
Now  this  blow — to  find  out  you  are  a  member.  Tell 
me,  why  did  you  do  it?" 

I  had  been  asked  this  question  before — ^many 
times — but  rarely  by  someone  who  had  voluntarily 
left  the  Church.  My  questioners  most  often  were 
either  elated  members  or  nonmembers  who  had  never 
heard  of  the  Mormon  Church. 

What  do  you  say  to  someone  who  was  once  "in" 
but  is  now  "out"? 

My  mind  flashed  back  to  a  time  a  few  months 
earlier  when  an  investigator  had  come  to  me  wanting 
to  know  if  the  Church  really  needed  him  as  much 
as  everyone  said  it  did.  My  response  was  simple — 
the  Church  didn't  really  need  him  at  all;  he  needed 
the  Church.  No  one  had  told  him  that  before.  I 
had  cracked  the  theology  barrier! 

And  now,  to  Marion* — what  was  I  to  say? 

When  in  doubt,  bear  your  testimony.  It  is  ir- 
refutable. What  a  man  does  not  know  with  his  head, 
he  may  know  with  his  heart.  This  I  told  her,  as  I 
had  told  many  others.  Then  I  also  said,  "I'll  bap- 
tize you  if  you  ever  return." 

She  left  the  office  not  quite  as  "swishy"  as  be- 
fore, cracking,  "That'll  be  the  day!" 

As  I  entered  the  office  on  Monday  morning  I 
saw  a  note  beneath  my  door.  It  was  an  urgent  letter 
from  Marion  filled  with  questions  about  theology, 
most  of  which  I  could  have  answered  with  some  re- 
search. But  this  Church  is  different  from  all  others, 
I  believe,  because  the  manifestation  of  its  truth  does 
not  come  from  intellectual  foraging  alone. 


For  Course  12,  lesson  14  (December  27),  "The  Importance  of 
Righteous  Desire";  for  Course  14,  lesson  13  (January  3),  "Man's  Part 
in  Revelation";  for  Course  18,  lesson  4  (October  4),  "The  Believing 
Heart";  for  Course  26,  lesson  12  (November  8),  "Seek  Ye  After  the 
Best";  for  Course  28,  lesson  7  (October  18),  "A  Record  of  an  Ancient 
People:  Faith  Enough  to  See";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson 
12;  and  of  general  interest. 

♦Acknowledgment  is  made  to  Marion  Duddleston  for  her  in- 
valuable help. 


Oh,  it  can — I  recall  how  a  distinguished  colleague 
from  the  College  of  the  Pacific,  while  we  were  wing- 
ing our  way  toward  Hawaii,  asked  me  about  this 
strange  church  that  believes  there  is  more  than  just 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments  comprising  Christian 
writ.  After  a  bit  he  said,  "Well,  it  seems  logical  that 
if  God  is  not  dead,  and  if  once  he  spoke  to  man,  he 
should  have  continued  to  do  so.  But  where  is  the 
rest  of  what  he  has  said?"  My  wife  was  sitting  near 
the  window  with  her  tattered  missionary  triple  com- 
bination in  her  hand  (where  it  usually  is  when  there 
are  no  children  to  fuss  with);  I  reached  over  and 
said,  "Here  it  is,  and  there  is  more  to  come!" 

But  more  often  a  testimony  of  the  truth  of  the 
gospel  comes  in  times  both  unexpected  and  expected: 
in  prayers  said  at  the  bedside  of  a  mother  deciding 
to  give  up  a  baby;  in  proud  moments  when  a  nine- 
year-old  boy  stands  before  hundreds  and  tells  his 
mother  and  father  how  much  he  loves  them;  on  early 
mornings  when  the  sun  peeks  over  a  high  Uintah 
peak  and  you  can  hardly  comprehend  the  stillness 
and  pinkness.  So  I  did  not  answer  Marion  with  any- 
thing but  the  deep  affirmation  of  the  incontrovertible 
and  magnificent  fact  that  Joseph  Smith,  an  unlet- 
tered lad  of  14,  founded  this  Church  after  he  had 
wondered  and  prayed  about  which  religious  group 
he  should  join  in  his  little  New  York  town. 

Marion  wrote  two  more  letters.  Then,  one  night, 
unable  to  sleep,  she  recalled  Mark  Twain  once  say- 
ing that  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  the  best 
way  he  knew  to  fall  asleep.  And  so  she  haphazardly 
flipped  the  pages  until  a  line  caught  her  attention. 
All  she  recalls  is  that  it  told  her  she  was  not  exercis- 
ing faith.    This  was  just  the  message  she  needed. 

For  Marion  this  book  brought  not  sleep,  but  a 
resolve  to  return  to  the  Church  of  her  youth.  In  fact, 
she  awoke  to  the  realization  that  true  happiness  is 
not  far  from  where  you  once  were  or  now  are.  In 
Booker  T.  Washington's  Up  From  Slavery  he  relates 
how  "A  ship  lost  at  sea  for  many  days  suddenly 
sighted  a  friendly  vessel.  From  the  mast  of  the  unfor- 
tunate vessel  was  seen  a  signal,  'Water,  water;  we  die 
of  thirst!'  The  answer  from  the  friendly  vessel  was, 
*Cast  down  your  bucket  where  you  are.'  It  so  hap- 
pened that  the  stricken  ship  was  just  off  the  coast 
of  South  America  where  the  fresh  waters  of  the  Ama- 
zon River  ran  into  the  ocean." 

And  so,  for  all  who  doubt,  fear,  and  wonder  about 
the  truth  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  there  is  no 
need  to  search  in  other  waters — simply  cast  down 
your  bucket  where  you  are.  There  is  plenty  in  that 
which  you  already  have — you  need  only  dip  into  it. 

My  next  contact  from  Marion  was  a  phone  call 
in  which  she  said,  "Get  your  white  suit  ready.  .  .  ." 

Library  File  Reference:  APOSTASY;  CONVERSIONS. 
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COURSE  3: 

Answers 

to  Your 

Questions 


by  Barbara  Vance 

Question: 

Why  don't  children  in  Course  3  participate  in  the 
inspirational  presentation  during  worship  service? 

Answer: 

It  is  appropriate  occasionally  for  the  children  in 

Course  3  to  present  the  inspirational  presentation. 
This  should  be  done  no  oftener  than  once  every  three 
months,  even  when  the  Junior  Sunday  School  has  a 
small  enrollment.  After  they  have  given  an  inspira- 
tional presentation,  the  children  in  Course  3  should 
be  dismissed  immediately  for  class.  On  other  Sun- 
days they  should  be  dismissed  from  worship  service 
following  the  sacrament.  There  are  suggested  lesson 
activities  in  the  Course  3  manual  which  are  more 
appropriate  for  these  youngest  members  of  the  Jun- 
ior Sunday  School  than  the  inspirational  presenta- 
tion and  song  practice  for  the  older  children  during 
the  remainder  of  worship  service. 

An  inspirational  presention  by  three-year-olds 
should  not  be  expected  to  run  longer  than  five  min- 
utes. The  coordinator  and  Course  3  teacher  should 
make  certain  that  each  child  in  the  class  has  an  op- 
portunity to  participate  in  the  presentation,  no  mat- 
ter how  simple  the  activity.  The  teacher's  doing- 
and-saying  activities  during  the  presentation  should 
be  minimal. 

Question: 

How  can  you  have  spirituality  in  a  class  where 
children  play  with  toys? 

Answer: 

Children  learn  most  by  doing  and  saying,  not 

by  sitting  quietly  while  someone  talks  to  them. 
Three-year-olds  are  so  limited  in  their  ability  to  un- 
derstand language  and  speak  it  that  a  great  part  of 
their  learning  must  come  through  language  combined 
with  the  senses — ^by  touching,  tasting,  seeing,  feel- 


ing, or  hearing  something.  Therefore,  their  environ- 
ment should  be  richly  furnished  with  objects  that 
give  them  opportunities  for  such  firsthand  experi- 
ences. Often  the  best  objects  for  firsthand  learning 
are  called  "toys."  Unfortunately,  one  connotation 
of  "toy"  for  many  adults  is  "something  of  no  value, 
a  time-waster."  But  careful  observation  of  young 
children  will  reveal  that  they  are  learning  a  great 
deal  from  their  constant  exploration  of  the  possible 
uses  of  an  object  or  material  Through  manipulation 
of  objects  and  materials,  as  well  as  through  speak- 
ing and  role-playing,  the  child  also  can  be  given  op- 
portunities to  demonstrate  what  he  is  learning, 
whether  it  be  at  home,  in  the  neighborhood,  or  in 
church.  The  objects  and  materials,  however,  must 
be  chosen  specifically  to  enhance  lesson  concepts  and 
fulfill  lesson  objectives. 

If  the  child  is  given  maximum  opportunity  for 
such  practice  and  demonstration  in  an  atmosphere 
of  love  and  wise  guidance,  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  can 
be  present  just  as  surely  as  in  an  adult  worship  ser- 
vice. In  a  class  where  an  opening  and  closing  prayer 
is  always  said,  the  child  will  not  forget  that  Sunday 
School  is  a  special  place  where  he  can  talk  to  his 
Heavenly  Father  about  what  he  is  learning  each 
Sunday  morning.  The  wise  teacher  recognizes  that 
"little  children  are  holy"  and  "cannot  sin,  for  power 
is  not  given  unto  Satan  to  tempt  little  children." 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  74:7  and  29:47.)  Teachers 
have  a  special  and  sacred  obligation  as  they  work 
with  these  celestial  spirits  to  provide  them  with  the 
most  effective  learning  environment  possible — an  en- 
vironment where  they  can  do  and  say. 

Question: 

Most  of  the  suggested  Bible  stories  in  the  Course 
3  manual  seem  too  difficult  for  the  children  to  under- 
stand. If  the  children  don't  understand  them,  why 
should  we  use  them? 

Answer: 

Events  described  in  the  Bible  record  man's  rela- 
tionship to  his  Heavenly  Father  and  the  conse- 
quences of  living  or  failing  to  live  the  commandments. 
Many  of  the  stories  adults  remember  best  are  from 
the  Bible.  The  most  effective  story  for  a  three-year- 
old  is  one  that  is  related  to  his  own  everyday  experi- 
ences and  is  well  illustrated  with  large,  colorful  fig- 
ures or  real  objects.  If  a  suggested  Bible  story  can 
be  used  by  the  teacher  to  accomplish  a  specific  lesson 
objective  and  can  be  told  with  real  objects  or  with 
siniple,  well-illustrated  figures,  then  it  should  be 
used. 

It  is  a  good  idea  to  ask  questions  of  the  children 
to  find  out  what  they  are  learning  from  the  story. 
If  part  or  all  of  a  story  can  be  acted  out  in  simple 


356 


THE     I NSTR  U  CTOR 


Photo  by  BYU  Photo  Service. 


Materials  used  in  class  should  be  specifically  chosen  to  enhance  the  lesson. 


fashion  by  the  children,  it  will  have  even  greater 
meaning  for  them. 

Teachers  must  be  cautious  in  preparing  some 
Bible  stories  to  prevent  misunderstanding  or  fear  in 
the  children.  The  teacher  must  first  plan  lesson  ob- 


jectives, then  plan  learning  activities  related  to  each 
objective.  If  the  suggested  Bible  story  can  provide 
an  effective  learning  activity  for  the  children,  then 
it  should  be  used. 
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The  Tree 
and  the 
Apples 


hy  Warren  E.  Pugh* 


Art  by  Jerry  Thompson. 

A  few  years  ago  my  wife  and  I,  along  with  other 
parents,  visited  the  high  school  where  our  daughter 
was  a  student.  Purpose  of  the  parents'  visit  was  to 
talk  with  their  children's  teachers  and  see  what 
progress  was  being  made.  Because  of  the  number 
of  interviews  the  teachers  had  to  conduct,  a  line 
formed  at  each  teacher's  station. 

While  waiting  in  one  of  these  lines  we  could  not 
help  overhearing  a  particular  conversation  between  a 
parent  and  a  teacher  because  of  the  unusually  loud 
and  gruff  manner  in  which  the  parent  spoke.  The 
parent  inquired  as  to  his  son's  progress.  The  teacher 
replied  that  the  boy  had  more  ability  than  he  was 
using  and  suggested  that  if  he  would  come  to  class 
on  time  he  might  do  better.  The  father  then  de- 
manded to  know  how  late  his  son  was  actually  com- 
ing. The  teacher  replied,  "Anywhere  from  15  to  45 
minutes."  The  father  "exploded"  verbally,  placing 
the  entire  blame  for  his  son's  tardiness  directly  on 
the  teacher.  He  then  berated  the  supervisors,  the 
principal,  and  the  entire  school  system  for  the  failure 
of  his  son,  accepting  none  of  the  responsibility  him- 
self. 

While  this  was  going  on,  another  parent  leaned 
toward  me  and  whispered,  "The  apples  don't  fall 
very  far  from  the  tree,  do  they?" 

This  incident  occurred  more  than  15  years  ago, 
but  many  times  since  then  I  have  thought  of  the 
lesson  learned  that  night.  The  apples  really  don't 
fall  very  far  from  the  tree.  The  attitude  of  that 
young  high  school  student  was  a  direct  reflection  of 
the  attitude  of  his  father.  He  had  learned  more  from 
his  father — even  though  the  father  was  not  con- 
sciously trying  to  teach — than  he  had  from  his  teach- 
er, who  was  a  professional. 

It  is  frightening  but  it  is  also  thrilling  to  realize 
that  as  parents  we  do  have  the  ability  to  help  shape 
the  characters  of  our  children.  This  is  in  fact  one 
of  life's  ■  greatest  opportunities.  Our  responsibility 
then  is  to  be  sure  that  what  we  teach  by  example  is 
what  we  would  really  want  our  children  to  learn. 
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For  Course  14,  lessons  7  and  9  (November  1,  22),  "God's  Char- 
acter" and  "Purpose  of  Life";  for  Course  16,  lesson  7  (November  1), 
"Why  Is  a  Family?"  for  Course  26,  lessons  12  and  17  (November  8, 
29),  "Seek  Ye  after  the  Best"  and  "Learning  to  Love";  for  Course  28, 
lessons  11  and  13  (November  22,  December  13),  "Parental  Concern" 
and  "A  Father's  Teachings  and  Blessings";  to  support  family  home 
evening  lessons  12  and  17;  and  of  general  interest. 

*Warren  E.  Pugh  is  president  of  Industrial  Development  &  Sales 
Corporation,  managing  partner  of  Cummins  Intermountain  Diesel 
Sales,  a  Utah  state  senator,  and  a  member  of  the  Sunday  School 
general  board.  Married  to  Leta  V.  Curtis,  he  has  served  as  a  bishop 
and  as  president  of  the  Northern  California  Mission.  The  couple  have 
three  children  and  eleven  grandchildren  and  are  members  of  the 
Holladay  8th  Ward,  Holladay  South   (Utah)  Stake. 
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There  are,  of  course,  many  facets  to  the  learning 
process,  and  example  is  only  one  of  them.  A  profes- 
sional teacher,  after  some  40  years  of  teaching  ex- 
perience, told  me  that  he  believed  that  the  amount 
of  learning  which  flowed  from  a  teacher  to  a  student 
was  in  direct  proportion  to  the  amount  of  love  that 
flowed  between  them. 

Sometimes  these  principles  are  best  illustrated  by 
dramatic  experiences — sometimes  even  tragic  ones. 
Such  an  experience  occurred  in  our  immediate  family. 

On  April  22,  1970,  early  in  the  morning  of  a 
snowy,  fog-bound  day,  two  automobiles  collided.  The 
automobile  which  my  niece  Kaye  Lynne  Pugh  was 
driving  was  completely  demolished  and  she  was  killed 
instantly.  In  a  matter  of  seconds  the  life  of  a  charm- 
ing, beautiful  young  lady,  21  years  of  age,  had  come 
to  an  earthly  end.  Most  unexpectedly  she  had  been 
called  home  to  an  accounting  of  the  brief  period  of 
her  life  on  this  earth. 

Certainly  it  is  not  our  right  to  judge  the  worthi- 
ness of  an  individual,  but  by  all  standards  of  Church 
teachings  and  academic  criteria,  Kaye  Lynne  Pugh 
must  have  been  among  the  most  outstanding  of  her 
generation.  Without  any  advance  notice  she  was  as 
ready  to  meet  her  Maker  as  any  person  I  have  ever 
known.  She  had  faithfully  performed  all  Church  as- 
signments given  to  her  by  the  bishop  of  her  ward.  Her 
leadership  was  recognized  by  her  associates  through 
her  election  as  president  of  Lamda  Delta  Sigma  sor- 
ority. She  had  achieved  unusual  success  scholastic- 
ally  and  was  a  member  of  the  honorary  scholastic 
society  Phi  Kappa  Phi  and  of  the  Academic  Rating 
Committee  of  the  University  of  Utah.  She  had 
rounded  out  her  life  socially  by  membership  in  the 
University  of  Utah  Spurs  and  Cwean,  honorary  girls' 
service  organizations. 

As  her  mother  was  reviewing  a  few  of  Kaye 
Lynne's  personal  papers,  including  her  patriarchal 
blessing,  she  found  the  following  set  of  personal  ob- 
jectives, dated  July  8,  1968  and  written  in  Kaye 
Lynne's  handwriting.  As  far  as  we  know  Kaye  Lynne 
never  revealed  these  objectives  to  any  person.  They 
were  only  for  her  own  personal  guidance. 

1.  To  learn  what  my  Father  in  heaven  expects 
me  to  do  and  to  do  it.  To  live  a  life  that  will  enable 
me  to  have  the  Holy  Ghost  as  my  constant  compan- 
ion. To  make  my  religion  a  part  of  my  personality 
and  not  just  a  set  of  rules. 


2.  To  raise  children  with  an  abiding  faith  in 
and  with  a  devotion  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ — 
a  thirst  for  knowledge  and  other  things  that  are 
worthwhile,  and  a  genuine  concern  for  their  fellow- 
men. 

3.  To  love  all  people  for  their  virtues,  yet  be 
aware  of  their  problems,  with  the  attitude  that  the 
healthy  have  no  need  of  a  physician,  in  the  hope  that 
I  may  help.  To  never  be  afraid  to  love  anyone. 

4.  To  develop  the  relationship  I  have  with  my 
parents  by  emulating  their  virtues,  by  recognizing 
their  love  and  concern  for  me  and  the  wisdom  of 
their  experience,  by  willingly  seeking  and  following 
their  counsel. 

5.  To  find  a  worthy  young  man  who  will  take 
me  to  the  temple  at  the  proper  time  and  who  will 
have  the  same  standards  as  I  and  who  will  be  de- 
voted to  the  Father  in  heaven. 

6.  To  develop  all  the  talents  that  my  Father  in 
heaven  has  given  me  so  that  I  may  be  of  service  to 
my  fellowman  and  so  that  I  may  begin  to  repay  him 
for  my  blessings. 

Such  a  list  could  only  have  been  written  by  some- 
one whose  life  had  been  guided  by  the  principles  of 
love. 

Since  Kaye  Lynne's  death  I  have  thought  many 
times  about  what  it  was  that  contributed  most  to 
the  outstanding  accomplishments  and  character  of 
this  beautiful  girl.  There  are,  of  course,  many  things 
involved,  but  two  things  stand  out  as  most  impor- 
tant. First,  the  example  of  her  parents  in  all  things; 
and  second,  the  unselfish  love  that  existed  in  their 
family. 

She  was  an  only  child,  born  after  her  parents  had 
watted  12  years  for  the  blessing  of  a  child.  They 
had  prayed  constantly  that  their  Father  in  heaven 
would  send  them  a  choice  spirit  to  love  and 
cherish.  Perhaps  for  these  reasons  there  was  an 
extraordinary  amount  of  genuinely  unselfish  love 
within  this  family.  It  flowed  both  ways.  It  was  based 
on  a  true  desire  to  understand  each  individual's  per- 
sonal feelings  and  a  willingness  to  assist  each  other. 

Yes,  the  apples  don't  fall  far  from  the  tree — and 
love  can  make  the  apples  sweeter  with  each  succeed- 
ing generation. 


Library     File     Reference:     EXAMPLE;     FAMILY     LIFE;     PERSONAL 
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Art  by  Jerry  Thompson. 


"THE  EAGLE 

HAS 
LANDED!" 


by  Don  L.  Lind* 

I  was  in  the  Mission  Control  Center  in  Houston 
when  Neil  Armstrong  stepped  from  the  footpad  of 
the  Apollo  11  lunar  module  onto  the  lunar  surface. 
For  all  the  world  that  was  a  moment  of  great  excite- 
ment. A  few  hours  earlier  the  tension  in  the  Mission 
Control  Room  had  been  almost  unbearable  as  he  and 
"Buzz"  Aldrin  had  first  landed  on  the  moon.  Now, 
as  they  began  their  assigned  tasks  on  the  lunar  sur- 
face, I  found  it  difficult  to  believe  that  what  I 
watched  on  the  television  monitor  was  really  happen- 
ing 239,000  miles  away! 

It  should  have  been  easier  for  me  to  accept  the 
reality  of  what  we  watched  than  for  most  people.  For 
over  two  years  I  had  represented  the  astronauts  in 
the  development  of  the  equipment  and  the  proce- 
dures that  were  being  used  on  the  lunar  surface.  I 
had  tested  the  equipment,  rehearsed  the  deployment 
schemes,  and  tried  out  the  time-lines.  I  knew  what 
Neil  and  Buzz  were  to  do  just  as  well  as  they  did. 
Yet  it  was  still  difficult  to  fully  believe  that  what 
the  United  States  had  been  working  toward  for  al- 
most a  decade  had  finally  been  accomplished — men 
were  working  on  the  moon! 

This  was  a  tremendous  achievement.  It  was  also 
an  impressive  example  of  how  a  nation,  when  it  has 
a  specific,  clearly  defined  goal — and  the  will  to  unite 
and  work  toward  this  goal — can  accomplish  almost 
anything. 

This  had  been  an  extremely  difficult  technologi- 
cal challenge.   We  had  experienced  a  tragic  fire  and 

For  Course  10,  lesson  13  (December  6),  "Responsibility  for  Choices 
—Right  Choices  Increase  Happiness";  for  Course  12,  lesson  14  (Decem- 
ber 27),  "The  Importance  of  Righteous  Desire";  for  Course  14,  lesson 
9  (November  22),  "Purpose  of  Life";  for  Course  18,  lessons  8  and  13 
(November  8,  December  13),  "Promises  to  Keep"  and  "Renewal  and 
Recommitment";  for  Course  26,  lesson  12  (November  8),  "Seek  Ye 
after  the  Best";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  12;  and  of 
general  interest. 

*Don  L.  Lind  became  an  astronaut  for  NASA  after  receiving  a 
B.S.  in  Physics  from  the  University  of  Utah  in  1953;  and  a  Ph.D.  in 
High-Energy  Nuclear  Physics  from  the  University  of  California,  Berke- 
ley, in  1964.  He  completed  a  mission  to  the  New  England  states  in 
1952,  has  served  widely  in  Church  auxiliaries,  and  currently  teaches 
the  Sunday  School  Investigators  class  in  the  Alvin  Ward,  Houston 
East  (Texas)  Stake,  He  married  Kathleen  Maughan;  the  couple  have 
six  children. 
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long,  frustrating  delays.  Critics  had  "shown  conclu- 
sively" that  the  spacecraft  had  little  chance  of  work- 
ing properly  and  that  the  risks  were  entirely  too 
great.  There  were  literally  millions  of  problems  to  be 
solved.  And  yet,  despite  all  this,  as  I  stood  at  the 
Capsule  Communicator's  console  in  the  Control 
Room,  Neil  and  Buzz  were  actually  walking  around 
on  the  moon,  collecting  geological  samples  and  set- 
ting up  scientific  equipment.  The  President  of  the 
nation  had  set  a  goal,  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
Americans  had  helped  accompHsh  it. 

I  am  sure  that  this  principle  applies  also  to  our 
personal  lives.  If  we  choose  our  goals  and  work  to- 
ward them  earnestly,  we  can  accomplish  unbelievable 
things.  But  without  specific  goals  we  can  spend  much 
energy  getting  nowhere. 

As  I  see  it,  there  are  several  necessary  steps  in 
applying  this  principle.  Let  me  describe  how  I  have 
seen  this  process  operate  in  my  life.  The  particular 
goal  that  I  had  set  was  to  become  an  astronaut.^ 

The  first  step  in  goal-setting  is  to  choose  an 
attainable  objective.  The  goal  can  be  difficult  (we 
develop  much  more  if  it  is) ,  but  it  must  be  realistic. 
For  example,  the  chances  of  my  becoming  an  astro- 
naut were  really  very  small.  However,  I  did  have 
Navy  carrier  jet  flying  and  a  good  scientific  educa- 
tion as  background  experience.  At  least  I  had  a 
chance.  If  I  had  set  a  goal  of  becoming  a  Metropoli- 
tan Opera  star,  as  I  am  sure  my  friends  who  have 
heard  me  sing  can  testify,  there  is  just  no  possibility 
that  I  would  ever  have  reached  that  goal. 

Another  step  is  to  start  early.  This  means  we 
have  to  pick  our  objectives  early.  This  is  particularly 
important  in  goals  such  as  a  college  education  or  a 
mission  or  a  temple  marriage.  We  need  to  set  these 
goals  while  there  is  time  to  complete  all  the  prepara- 
tions. When  NASA  called  for  applications  for  scien- 
tist-astronauts it  would  have  been  far  too  late  for  me 
to  have  started  on  my  Ph.D.  classes  or  on  my  flight 
training. 

The  next  step,  and  perhaps  the  hardest,  is  to 
make  sure  that  we  do  everything  we  can  to  reach 
our  goal.  We  will  not  get  there  by  luck.  We  will  need 
the  blessing  of  the  Lord  and  perhaps  the  help  of 
others,  but  without  our  own  efforts  we  have  no 

T  ,  '^ff^r'''^^^,'^  H^  Goes!"  by  Wendell  J.  Ashton,  The  Instructor, 
July,  1966,  back  cover:  also  "Patience,  Prayer,  and  a  Spaceship,"  by 
Don  L.  Lind,  The  Instructor,  September,  1967,  page  350. 


chance.  In  my  case  I  knew  I  had  to  pass  a  difficult 
competitive  physical  examination.  So  I  started  run- 
ning a  mile  each  evening  for  conditioning  as  well  as 
going  through  a  daily  calisthenics  program.  Fortun- 
ately I  had  lived  the  Word  of  Wisdom  all  my  Hfe, 
so  that  gave  me  an  edge  over  the  smokers  and  drink- 
ers. Also,  I  needed  more  jet  flying  experience.  The 
first  time  I  had  applied,  I  was  rejected  because  I 
lacked  150  jet  flight  hours  of  the  1,000-hour  require- 
ment. Through  the  Naval  Reserve  I  was  able  to  in- 
crease my  flight  time  to  well  above  the  minimum 
level. 

I  knew  that  certain  areas  of  scientific  background 
were  particularly  desirable.  One  of  these  was  geology 
— a  subject  I  had  not  studied.  So  I  took  an  evening 
class  in  geology  at  the  university  and  included  this 
as  part  of  my  other  college  records.  There  is  one  de- 
lightful thing  about  such  preparations — even  if  we 
do  not  quite  attain  our  goal,  we  are  much  better 
people  for  having  tried. 

The  final  step  is  persistence.  After  some  of  the 
Apollo  delays  and  setbacks,  critics  of  the  program 
wanted  us  to  quit — it  was  too  hard  and  required  too 
much  of  our  national  effort.  I  recall  that  when  I  was 
learning  to  play  the  piano  and  when  I  was  learning 
German  and  calculus,  it  was  easy  to  get  discouraged. 
Progress  seemed  so  slow,  and  I  was  not  sure  I  was 
getting  anyplace.  It  took  three  and  a  half  years  of 
applying  to  NASA  before  they  would  accept  my 
application  for  the  astronaut  program.  I  was  told 
"no"  officially,  formally,  and  finally,  over  a  dozen 
times.  I  suppose  I  am  just  stubborn,  but  each  time 
there  was  another  chance,  I  would  try  again.  In  the 
mean  time,  of  course,  I  kept  up  the  physical  fitness 
program,  and  the  flying  and  the  studying. 

Finally,  all  the  effort  paid  off — I  received  a  call 
from  "Deke"  Slayton  inviting  me  to  join  the  space 
program  as  an  astronaut.  The  goal  had  been  achieved! 

When  Neil  Armstrong  reported  that  "...  the 
Eagle  has  landed  ..."  at  Tranquihty  base,  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  shown  the  world  that  the  sky  is  not 
the  limit.  Likewise,  if  we  individually  can  choose  wise 
goals  and  put  our  very  best  efforts  into  achieving 
them,  we  can  accomplish  things  that  right  now  may 
seem  impossible. 
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Does  the  Book  of  Mormon  guide  14-year-olds?  Ihter- 
uieivs  reveal  that  its  stories  of  family  life,  its  reports 
of  missionary  labors,  spiritual  guidance,  and  the  mis- 
sion of  Jesus,  have  led  youth  to  label  the  book  ... 


"A  GREAT 
GUIDE  IN 
SOLVING 

PROBLEMS" 


by  G.  Dale  Weight'' 

"I  know  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  true — I  just 
know  it!"  began  a  14-year-old  girl  who  had  been 
baptized  a  member  of  the  Church  just  two  months 
earlier.  "A  few  months  ago  on  a  trip  west  with  my 
parents,  I  visited  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  We  toured 
several  wonderful  places  but  the  highlight  of  th6 
trip  was  our  visit  to  Mormon  Temple  Square.  At 
the  conclusion  of  our  tour  around  the  historical 
buildings,  I  bought  a  copy  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
That  single  event  has  changed  my  life  and  the  life 
of  my  family.  I  began  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  I  continued  reading  it  on  the 
way  home.  I  finally  finished  the  book  after  arriving 
home  in  Pennsylvania.  The  book  troubled  me.  I 
found  it  hard  to  believe  that  Joseph  Smith  could 
make  up  the  story,  yet  I  did  not  know  what  to  do 
about  my  feelings  concerning  this  new  religious 
knowledge. 

"However,  not  many  weeks  after  our  return  home 
to  Pennsylvania,  the  missionaries  found  us  through 
the  use  of  a  referral  card.   I  eagerly  wanted  to  know 


For  Course  8,  lesson  11  (November  15),  "Effective  Prayer";  for 
Course  10,  lesson  11  (November  22),  "Responsibility  for  Choices — 
Free  Agency  and  Happiness";  for  the  general  use  of  Course  12;  for 
Course  14,  lesson  16  (January  24), "Other  Scriptures";  for  Course  16, 
lesson  13  (December  13),  "Achieving  Balance  in  Our  Lives:  Am  1 
Lopsided?"  for  Course  18,  lesson  12  (December  6) ,  "Key  to  Spiritual 
Power";  for  Course  28,  lessons  5  and  7  (October  4,  18),  "Peoples  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon"  and  "A  Record  of  an  Ancient  People:  Faith 
Enough  to  See";    and  of  general   interest. 

*G.  Dale  Weight  recently  took  his  Ph.D.  at  the  University  of 
Oregon  and  is  now  working  as  an  economist  for  the  U.S.  Federal 
Reserve  System.  Newly  appointed  as  assistant  vice  president  of  the 
Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Cleveland,  Pittsburgh  branch,  Dr.  Weight 
has  also  served  as  a  seminary  and  institute  teacher  and  as  a  mis- 
sionary in  western  Canada.  He  married  Carilee  Kesler;  the  couple 
have  four  children  and  are  members  of  the  Pittsburgh  2nd  Ward, 
Pittsburgh  (Pennsylvania)  Stake. 
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more.  My  parents  knew  it.  Inasmuch  as  we  have 
always  done  things  together  as  a  family,  we  decided 
to  study  Mormonism  together.  I  reread  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  and  this  time  I  earnestly  prayed  about  the 
truth  of  the  book.  When  I  got  up  from  my  knees 
that  night  I  knew  it  was  true — I  just  knew  it! 

"Now,  after  two  months  in  the  Church,  has  my 
life  changed?  I'll  say  it  has!  The  events  in  the  Book 
of  Mormon  are  fantastic  examples  to  live  by.  Those 
people  solved  their  problems  with  the  help  of  God. 
I  believe  it  will  work  for  me  the  same  way.  For  in- 
stance, I  now  find  I  am  more  careful  in  the  selection 
of  close  friends  and  iactivities.  My  attitude  is  better 
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— at  least  that  is  what  my  mom  and  dad  say.  I 
now  have  no  doubts  about  the  existence  of  God.  I 
guess  you  could  say  I'm  just  real  happy." 

What  about  other  14-year-olds?  What  impact  does 
the  Book  of  Mormon  have  upon  their  lives?  During  the 
last  few  weeks  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  inter- 
viewing many  young  people  from  the  Cleveland  and 
Pittsburgh  stakes  on  this  subject.  Almost  all  of  them 
feel  that  it  is  'a  great  example  of  how  righteous  people 
lived  a  happy  life,  solving  individual  problems  under 
circumstances  quite  similar  to  today's  conditions." 
In  short,  they  say  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  "a  great 
guide  in  solving  one's  personal  problems." 

Individual  stories  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  have 
influenced  several  of  the  young  people  I  talked  to. 

Alma  the  Younger 

One  young  man  described  the  rift  between  Alma 
and  his  son,  Alma  the  younger,  as  the  great  "genera- 
tion gap."  He  said: 

Alma  wanted  his  son  to  be  a  religious  man,  but 
Alma  the  younger  was  kind  of  a  Book  of  Mormon 
rebel.  Boy,  did  the  Lord  straighten  him  out — it  really 
ended  that  generation  gap,  and  the  strange  thing 
about  it  was  that  the  dad  was  right.  I  think  I  listen 
a  little  more  to  my  dad  since  reading  about  Alma. 

Enos 

Another  student  felt  that  the  story  of  Enos  had 
had  the  greatest  impact  upon  his  life.  The  reason 
became  apparent  as  he  explained  his  thoughts: 

Enos  had  been  born  in  the  Church.  He  had  been 
a  relatively  good  fellow.  If  they  had  individual 
awards  in  his  day,  he  probably  had  a  few.  However, 
Enos,  like  some  of  us,  had  made  some  mistakes.  After 
some  real  soul-searching  he  went  into  the  woods  to 
hunt,  but  instead  he  ended  up  praying  a  day  and  a 
night  to  ask  for  forgiveness.  Finally,  because  of  his 
strong  faith  in  Christ,  he  was  forgiven  of  his  mis- 
takes. I  guess  some  of  us  have  to  try  a  bit  harder  at 
repentance. 

Ammon 

The  story  of  Ammon,  who  taught  the  Lamanites, 
had  the  most  impact  upon  another  young  man: 

Ammon  really  tried  hard.  To  go  into  the  mission 
field  is  one  thing,  but  to  go  on  a  mission  in  enemy 


land  and  try  to  convert  people  who  hate  your  people 
— he  must  really  have  had  courage..  He  worked  hard; 
the  Lord  blessed  him,  and  he  was  successful.  It  was 
not  easy  for  him — he  really  had  to  try  hard.  I  surely 
hope  I  can  be  as  good  a  missionary  as  Ammon  was. 
I  know  I'll  have  to  try  really  hard. 

Joseph   Smith 

Still  another  student  responded: 

We  hear  a  lot  about  Joseph  Smith  and  what  he 
did  in  the  Church.  I  don't  think  I  really  understood 
why  Joseph  Smith  went  through  so  much  trouble  to 
get  the  Book  of  Mormon  into  the  world  until  I  read 
it.  After  reading  it,  although  I  don't  understand  all 
of  it,  I  do  realize  to  some  extent  why  the  Prophet 
was  so  careful,  and  why  he  did  the  things  he  did.  I 
believe  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  Prophet — he  must 
have  been  to  have  accomplished  the  things  he  did. 

Jesus  Christ 

One  girl  summed  up  the  feelings  of  many  when 
she  said: 

The  stories  of  the  individuals  are  great,  and  the 
examples  and  principles  they  lived  are  certainly  good 
guidelines  for  our  lives.  But  the  impact  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  in  my  life  occurred  as  I  realized  that 
Jesus  Christ  lived  among  the  Book  of  Mormon  peo- 
ple, and  he  taught  them  as  he  had  the  people  of  the 
Old  World.  The  fact  that  he  was  here  upon  the 
American  continent  is  just  too  much  evidence  to 
ignore.  For  me,  the  Book  of  Mormon  made  Christ 
real. 

A  Cause 

Young  men  and  women  throughout  the  world  are 
seeking  to  identify  with  a  cause.  Some  take  the  ex- 
tremist role  as  did  many  of  the  worldly  people  in 
the  Book  of  Mormon.  Still  others  take  the  passive 
role  and  do  nothing,  likewise  paralleling  the  attitude 
of  some  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  people.  If  young 
people  in  the  Church  today  desire  to  find  a  cause, 
an  examplar,  a  way  of  life,  then  let  them  begin  now 
to  study  God's  revealed  word  in  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon, for  in  this  volume  are  found  the  stories  and 
histories  of  people  who  made  choices  just  as  we  do 
today,  and  their  choices  led  them  either  to  wicked- 
ness and  destruction  or  to  righteousness  and  happi- 
ness. 
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COURAGE 

by  Ira  J.  Markham 

Let  courage  sustain  you  in  the  instant  of  danger, 
so  that  the  steadiness  of  your  mind  shall  carry  you 
through;  for  calmness  alleviates  the  weight  of  mis- 
fortunes and  by  constancy  you  are  able  to  surmount 
them. — Dademis. 

A  man  of  courage  is  not  one  who  in  the  face  of 
danger  remains  insensitive,  but  one  who  has  con- 
trol over  his  fear  and  meets  the  situation  that  con- 
fronts him  manfully  and  without  compromise. 

It  is  entirely  possible  that  John  Rhoads  and  his 
brother  Dan  had  not  thought  about  the  fine  points 
in  the  definition  of  courage  when  they  volunteered 
to  help  rescue  the  Donner  Party  in  the  winter  of 
1846-47.  However,  by  their  actions  they  exhibited 
all  the  following  traits  that  go  to  make  up  courage: 

1.  Resolution — firmness  of  mind  and  purpose 
and  determination  to  achieve  one's  ends. 

2.  Mettle — an  ingrained  capacity  for  meeting 
stress  and  strain. 

3.  Spirit — ability  to  hold  one's  own  or  to  keep 
up  one's  morale  indefinitely. 

4.  Tenacity — stubborn  persistence  and  unwill- 
ingness to  acknowledge  defeat. 

One  Volunteer 

The  opportunity  for  John  and  Dan  Rhoads  to  put 
their  courage  to  a  test  came  in  January,  1847,  just 
four  months  before  the  pioneers  left  for  their  historic 
trek  across  the  plains  to  build  a  new  home  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains. 

John  and  Dan  were  staying  for  the  winter  at 
Johnson's  Ranch  near  Marysvale,  California.  The 
two  young  Mormon  immigrants  had  arrived  with  a 
wagon  train  October  29,  1846,  just  ahead  of  the  an- 
nual snowstorms  that  closed  the  mountain  passes. 
The  first  storms  of  the  season  found  the  two  young 
men  safely  at  the  ranch,  which  was  the  first  settle- 
ment reached  by  wagon  trains  emerging  from  the 
mountains.  They  were  anticipating  meeting  up  with 
the  Mormons  who  had  sailed  on  the  ship  Brooklyn 
headed  for  San  Francisco. 


For  Course  3,  lesson  49  (December  27),  "We  Love  Our  Friends 
and  Neighbors";  for  Course  8,  lesson  15  (December  27),  "Beyond 
the  Call  of  Duty";  for  Course  10,  lesson  13  (December  6),  "Respon- 
sibility for  Choices — Right  Choices  Increase  Happiness";  for  Course 
12,  lessons  6  and  7  (October  18,  25),  "An  Example  of  Personal 
Courage  and  Obedience"  and  "Strength  in  the  Face  of  Adversity"; 
and  of  general  interest. 


First  intimations  of  the  Donner  Party  tragedy 
came  when  friendly  Indians  led  five  starving  women 
and  two  men  to  the  Johnson  Ranch.  These  were  the 
only  survivors  of  15  men  and  women  who  had  left 
the  Donner  Party  to  go  in  search  of  help.  Eight 
men  had  perished  from  hunger  and  exposure  while 
covering  the  40-mile  trip.  All  five  women  had  sur- 
vived. 

John  Rhoads  was  the  only  man  who  volunteered 
to  go  to  Sutter's  Fort  for  help.  He  ran  nearly  all 
the  way,  stopping  only  long  enough  to  lace  logs  to- 
gether for  rafts  to  cross  the  rivers,  swollen  from  the 
torrential  rains  that  were  falling  in  the  lowlands. 

After  spreading  news  of  the  disaster  and  seeing 
that  two  rescue  parties  were  being  organized,  John 
returned  as  fast  as  possible  to  Johnson's  Ranch  to 
help  organize  another  group  of  men  to  set  out  im- 
mediately with  needed  food  and  clothing  for  the 
helpless  men,  women,  and  children  stranded  in  the 
mountains. 

A  Promise  to  Rescue 

John  Rhoads  was  28  years  of  age  and  in  peak 
physical  condition.  He  was  strong  and  vigorous,  and 
he  had  faith.  He  also  had  determination,  based  on 
a  commitment  to  Mrs.  Harriet  Pike,  one  of  the  sur- 
vivors who  had  come  to  Johnson's  Ranch,  that  he 
would  rescue  her  two  children  even  if  he  had  to  carry 
them  out  on  his  back.  Prior  to  leaving  the  safety  of 
the  ranch  he  also  learned  from  Mrs.  Pike  that  her 
brother  Lemuell  Murphy  was  one  of  the  men  who 
had  perished  on  the  way  for  help.  Murphy  had  left 
his  wife  and  children  in  a  lean-to  made  of  pine  boughs 
placed  against  a  large  boulder.  The  shelter  was  cov- 
ered with  22  feet  of  snow,  with  only  a  small  hole  to 
let  in  light  and  air. 

The  15-man  rescue  mission  was  gradually  reduced 
to  seven  men;  these  struggled  up  the  mountain 
heights  in  snow  so  deep  that  they  had  to  take  turns 
breaking  trail.  They  left  caches  of  food  at  strategic 
locations.  The  food  was  tied  in  containers  and  strung 
over  the  limbs  of  trees  to  keep  wild  animals  from 
eating  it. 

The  seven  rescuers,  including  John  and  Dan 
Rhoads,  located  the  surviving  members  of  the  Don- 
ner Party  and  organized  them  to  lead  them  to  safety. 
There  were  22  survivors  who  started  with  the  res- 
cuers on  the  return  trip.  Others,  too  helpless  to 
move,  would  have  to  wait  for  other  rescue  parties. 

John  found  the  lean-to  that  held  Mrs.  Murphy 
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Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 

and  the  children.  He  found  that  Mrs.  Murphy  was 
blind,  and  one  of  the  Pike  children  had  died  a  few 
days  before  the  rescuers  arrived.  The  son  of  Mrs. 
Murphy  was  in  the  last  throes  of  death  and  could 
not  be  rescued.  John  picked  up  the  two-year-old, 
Naomi  Pike,  wrapped  her  in  a  blanket  and  tied  her 
on  his  back.  He  would  carry  that  small  child  the 
entire  40  miles  to  safety  and  place  her  in  the  arms 
of  her  mother  as  he  had  promised. 

He  Endured 

To  one  of  little  faith  unexpected  events  can  often 
lead  to  discouragement,  frustration,  and  defeat. 
Imagine  the  feelings  of  John  Rhoads,  who  had  tried 
to  revive  the  hopes  of  the  22  survivors  by  telling  them 
they  would  soon  be  to  the  first  cache  of  food,  only 


to  find  when  they  got  there  that  wild  animals  had 
eaten  all  of  it!  He  then  tried  to  cheer  them  up  with 
the  statement  that  other  relief  parties  were  on  their 
way.  But  none  ever  came.  The  other  relief  parties, 
headed  by  Caleb  Greenwood  and  Selim  E.  Green- 
wood, had  stopped  when  they  first  encountered  deep 
snow. 

Imagine,  if  you  can,  the  incredible  difficulties  en- 
dured by  John  Rhoads,  taking  his  regular  turn  at 
breaking  trail  through  the  deep  snow  with  the  extra 
burden  of  Naomi  Pike  on  his  back.  But  he  endured. 
And  he  successfully  delivered  Naomi  Pike  to  the  arms 
of  her  mother.  In  doing  so,  John  P.  Rhoads  left  for 
history  an  example  of  courage  which  was  in  the  high- 
est tradition  of  the  Church  to  which  he  belonged. 

At  88  years  of  age,  Naomi  Pike  Schenele  was 
present  at  the  dedication  of  a  special  monument  to 
the  memory  of  John  Rhoads  which  contains  the  fol- 
lowing inscription: 

In  Memory  of 

John  P.  Rhoads 

One  of  the  Donner  Party 

Born  October  5,  1818 

He  Carried  Little  Naomi  Pike  over  the 

Snow  Clad  Mountains  to  Sutter's  Fort 

Dedicated  May  29,  1933  by 

Liberty  Park  No.  213  Native  Daughters 

OF  THE  Golden  West. 

Prior  to  the  erection  of  this  monument,  the  body 
of  John  Rhoads  had  lain  in  a  forgotten  grave  for  66 
years  at  a  small  cemetery  at  Slough  House,  a  ghost 
town  16  miles  from  Sacramento,  California. 

A  Chance  to  live 

Naomi  Pike  Schenele,  who  was  rescued  by  John 
Rhoads,  lived  to  be  93  years  of  age.  Without  the 
courage  and  determination  of  this  young  man  she 
would  surely  have  died  in  that  snow-covered  lean-to 
in  the  Sierra  mountains. 

The  example  of  courage  shown  by  John  and  Dan 
Rhoads,  as  they  placed  the  welfare  of  others  above 
their  own  comfort  and  safety,  has  won  for  them  a 
place  in  the  historical  hall  of  fame  for  courage  over 
and  above  the  call  of  duty. 
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Have  You  Run  Out  of  Dreams? 


by  Keith  C.  Brown 


Whenever  I  think  of  setting  goals,  I  tend  to  think 
in  terms  of  athletics,  and  of  some  of  the  great  stories 
that  warm  our  hearts.  The  story  of  that  great  runner 
Glen  Cunningham,  and  how  he  gained  success  after 
the  accident  in  which  burns  disabled  him  and  it  ap- 
peared he  would  not  even  be  able  to  walk;  the  story 
of  Gene  Tunney  and  his  concentration  in  preparing 
for  the  Dempsey  championship  fight;  the  stories  of 
Jim  Thorpe  and  Jessie  Owens  and  their  fight  against 
prejudice.  These  are  great  legends  of  our  time. 

But  heroes  are  being  made  all  around  us;  and, 
coincidence  or  not,  in  each  case  the  stories  are  ac- 
companied by  goals:  simple,  straightforward  goals, 
or  "impossible  dreams." 

A  young  man  experimenting  with  chemicals  at 
his  home  found  the  wrong  combination.  An  explosion 
followed  which  cost  him  his  eyesight,  one  hand,  and 
most  of  the  other  one.  Following  months  of  treat- 
ment he  returned  to  high  school,  graduated,  then 
went  on  to  college.  Although  he  was  unable  to  read 
Braille,  he  chose  to  major  in  business  with  classes  in 
banking  and  accounting.  With  the  help  of  friends 
and  family  reading  to  him  he  graduated  with  an  A- 
minus  average.  He  then  completed  graduate  school 
with  similar  grades  and  is  presently  successfully  en- 
gaged in  business!^ 

On  the  other  hand,  in  preparation  for  graduation 
services  for  a  high  school  recently  I  went  over  the 
list  of  those  who  could  not  graduate.  As  might  be 
expected,  one  of  the  major  reasons  was  listed  as 


For  Course  12,  lessons  8  and  14  (November  1,  December  27), 
"Guidance  from  the  Lord"  and  "The  Importance  of  Righteous  De- 
sire"; for  Course  16,  lesson  9  (November  15),  "How  Can  I  Live  More 
Abundantly?"  for  Course  18,  lesson  4  (October  4),  "The  Believing 
Heart";  for  Course  26,  lesson  9  (October  11),  "Preparation  and  Readi- 
ness" for  Course  28,  lesson  12  (December  6),  "A  View  of  the  Ftrture"; 
to  support   family   home   evening  lesson   9;    and   of   general   interest. 

'^Russell  Redenbaugh,  son  of  Russell  and  Janet  Redenbaugh  of 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 


"family  problems";  but  other  reasons  were  mentioned 
often:  "lost  desire,"  "rebellious,"  "older  brother 
failed,"  "no  incentive." 

Little  Decisions 

In  Elder  Paul  H.  Dunn's  book  The  Ten  Most 
Wanted  Men,^  he  lists  the  needs  for  goals:  short- 
range,  intermediate,  and  long-range  goals.  For  a  12- 
year-old  boy  in  Scouting,  a  short-range  goal  could  be 
the  merit  badge  he  is  working  on.  The  intermediate 
goal  could  be  his  Eagle  award,  Duty-to-God  award, 
or  missionary  service.  His  long-range  goal  could  be  a 
career  as  a  doctor  or  engineer,  coupled  with  church 
service  and  a  responsive  family. 

Goals  and  their  achievement  require  courage, 
strength  of  character,  and  making  the  right  little 
decisions. 

At  a  priesthood  meeting  I  attended  several  years 
ago  which  was  held  in  a  quiet  grove  of  trees,  an 
advisor  spoke  of  the  little  decisions  that  had  changed 
the  course  of  our  nation's  history.  Following  the 
meeting  most  of  the  young  men  returned  to  the 
church  building  for  Sunday  School.  Three  of  them 
made  a  "little  decision"  that  day  and  headed  in  the 
other  direction.  I  have  followed,  with  sadness,  the 
course  of  their  unhappy  lives,  a  course  which  may 
have  resulted  from  similar  ''little"  decisions  to  the 
one  made  that  day. 

One  of  the  largest  electronics  manufacturers  was 
having  little  success  in  developing  new  products.  One 
of  their  plants  was  known  as  the  "Electric  Fan  and 
Electric  Blanket  Division."  One  day  a  staff  member 
suggested  they  rename  the  division  "Home  Comfort 
Division."  Since  that  day  many  new  products  have 


"Paul  H.  Dunn,  The  Ten  Most  Wanted  Men;  Bookcraft,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  1966;  pages  177-179. 
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been  developed  and  marketed  by  the  company.  Even 
large  corporations  develop  "tunnel  vision"  unless 
they  increase  their  horizons.  The  only  place  the  sign 
'Think  Big"  is  unacceptable  is  in  a  Volkswagen  as- 
sembly plant! 

Serendipity— The  Rewards 

And,  strangely  enough,  many  people  who  set 
goals  and  work  at  them  gain  greater  results  in  unin- 
tended areas.  There  is  a  word  for  this — serendipity. 
Charles  Goodyear,  searching  for  ways  to  change  the 
texture  of  rubber,  accidentally  dropped  it  on  a  hot 
stove  and  the  vulcanizing  method  was  originated! 

Professional  athletes  list  these  qualities  as  essen- 
tial for  being  successful:  complete  dedication,  con- 
sideration of  others  before  self,  hard  work,  loyalty, 
ability  to  take  pressure,  and  no  "buck-passing."  That 
is  quite  a  tough  assignment — ^but  when  completed, 
look  at  the  rewards! 

In  the  Church  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  had 
each  of  those  qualities.  You  can  apply  the  list  to 
the  other  great  prophets  and  see  how  they  rated. 
Each  bishop  and  each  stake  president  uses  the  same 
yardstick — and  look  at  the  rewards! 

A  friend  of  mine  at  college  was  determined  to  set 
a  new  Conference  record  in  throwing  the  discus.  All 
summer  long,  at  the  end  of  a  day's  work  on  the  farm, 
he  would  go  into  a  pasture  and  throw  to  develop 
form  and  distance.  The  record  he  set  lasted  for 
many  years.  One  of  the  greatest  football  players  I 
have  watched  was  a  small  guard  on  an  Oklahoma 
college  team  who  had  only  one  arm!  But  he  accom- 
plished the  goals  he  had  set. 

Have  You  Run  Out  of  Dreams? 

It  has  been  said  that  the  world  is  made  up  of 
three  kinds  of  people:  those  who  make  things  hap- 
pen, those  who  watch  things  happen,  and  those  who 
don't  know  what's  happening! 

Recently,  at  the  University  of  Utah,  civic  and 
business  leaders  met  with  University  staff  members 
to  build  a  greater  community  relationship.  One 
corporation  executive  stated  that  every  seven  years 
everything  previously  learned  in  his  field  was  obso- 
lete. And  90%  of  the  scientists  contributing  the 
greatest  developments  in  science  for  the  last  200 
years  are  alive  today.  But  where  are  we  going  with 
this  great  explosion  of  change  and  knowledge?  As 
one  individual  put  it,  our  present  disturbed  nation 
is  created  because  we  have  "run  out  of  dreams." 
Contreist  this  to  the  story  of  a  young  man  who  stood 
at  the  ruins  of  his  new  store  following  the  great 
Chicago  fire  in  1871.  Sadly  he  put  up  a  sign,  "Lost 
everything,  except  wife,  child,  and  hope.  Open  for 
business  tomorrow  as  usual."  That  man  was  Marshall 


Field,  who  founded  one  of  the  world's  greatest  de- 
partment stores. 

Some  time  ago  a  national  sales  magazine  printed 
the  following  story  of  persistence.  In  calling  on  a  new 
prospect: 

48%  of  salesmen  quit  after  the  first  call 
25%  of  salesmen  quit  after  the  second  call 
12%  of  salesmen  quit  after  the  third  call 
15%  keep  calling — and  they  make 
80%  of  total  sales! 3 

I  coached  a  Little  League  baseball  team  a  few 
years  ago.  Only  two  players  were  left  from  the  pre- 
vious year.  It  was  a  long  season.  We  lost  our  first 
13  games.  We  won  the  last  game  of  the  season — by 
default.  As  college  coaches  say,  we  built  a  lot  of 
character!  The  following  season,  with  the  same  team 
members  and  a  few  younger  ones,  we  spent  most  of 
the  season  near  the  top  and  ended  in  second  place. 
Those  young  men  taught  me  a  great  lesson  in  setting 
goals,  because  it  was  their  attitude  and  enthusiasm 
far  more  than  their  talent  which  made  the  difference. 

Goals  Are  Steppingstones 

In  setting  goals,  we  need  to  establish  them  on  a 
reasonable  level  and  in  a  specific  manner  so  that 
they  can  be  achieved.  But  they  should  never  be  the 
end  of  the  line — only  a  point  to  establish  a  new  goal. 
By  lack  of  faith  in  ourselves  we  jeopardize  the  success 
of  our  plan.  And  in  the  achievement  of  our  goals  we 
need  to  "put  on  the  armor  of  righteousness,"  as  Lehi 
told  his  sons.  (2  Nephi  1:23.) 

In  the  Book  of  Mormon  the  story  of  the  Liahona 
is  woven  through  the  lives  of  Lehi,  Nephi,  and  those 
who  followed.  This  was  an  instrument  provided  by 
the  Lord  to  direct  the  Nephites  to  the  Land  of  Prom- 
ise. As  we  direct  our  efforts  to  a  life  of  fulfillment, 
the  goals  we  set  can  be  our  Liahona.  And  those  goals 
are  strengthened  when  accompanied  by  our  testi- 
monies. 

While  presiding  over  the  Scottish  Mission,  Presi- 
dent Bernard  P.  Brockbank  compiled  a  list  of  all  the 
reasons  for  failure  of  the  missionary  plan.  When 
difficulties  arose  he  would  point  to  the  list  and  say, 
"I  don't  need  any  more  reasons  why  our  plan  won't 
work — I  need  only  one  reason  why  it  will." 

The  first  rule  in  setting  goals  is  to  "accentuate 
the  positive  and  eliminate  the  negative." 

The  Lord  established  his  own  set  of  values.  "The 
worth  of  souls  is  great  in  the  sight  of  God,"  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  18: 10.) 

The  greatest  tragedy  of  life  is  not  a  physical  han- 
dicap. The  great  tragedy  of  life  is  in  not  living  up 
to  our  potential. 

^Survey  made  by  National  Sales  Executives,  Inc. 
Library  File  Reference:   AMBITION;  PERSONAL   GOALS. 
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In  a  friendly  classroom  climate  the  right  questions  can  serve  as 

Keys  to  Teaching 
Moments 

D.  Eugene  Mead* 

Just  as  John  the  Baptist  prepared  the  people  to 
hear  and  accept  the  words  of  Jesus,  so  good  teachers 
must  prepare  their  students  to  hear  gospel  messages. 
This  is  best  accomplished  by  estabhshing  a  warm  and 
friendly  relationship  with  the  children.  No  one  can 
teach  his  enemies.  When  we  are  on  unfriendly  terms 
with  others,  we  are  too  busy  preparing  our  arguments 
and  defenses  to  listen.  We  can  truly  teach  only  our 
friends.  Therefore,  if  we  wish  to  be  able  to  capital- 
ize upon  each  teaching  moment — that  special  time 
when  a  child  is  ready  to  receive  a  concept — we  must 
work  to  be  on  good  terms  with  the  children  we  teach. 

Children  see  us  as  warm  human  beings  when  we 
show  by  our  behavior  that  we  are  accepting,  approv- 
ing, and  understanding.  We  demonstrate  our  accep- 
tance by  respecting  the  child  as  he  is  now,  not  as  he 
might  become.  Children  are  our  equals  in  that  they 
too  are  children  of  God.  Therefore  they  deserve  to 
be  treated  with  equal  respect.  How  often  have  you 
heard  a  teacher  or  parent  say,  "Barry  would  be  all 
right  if  only.  ..."  How  much  more  helpful  to  observe 
that  "Barry  is  very  capable  at.  .  .  ."  The  disrespect 
implied  in  the  first  statement  is  readily  detected  by 
a  child  and  may  be  interpreted  by  him  as  a  cold 
rejection,  with  the  resulting  feeling,  "I'm  no  good." 
To  make  each  moment  of  teaching  a  "teaching  mo- 
ment," we  must  find  ways  to  demonstrate  approval 
and  understanding. 

Teaching  Moments 

To  take  advantage  of  teaching  moments  we  need 
to  know  what  to  be  alert  for  in  the  child's  behavior. 
Children  learn  best  about  the  things  they  are  inter- 
ested in.  When  children  recognize  that  they  have  a 
problem,  they  will  actively  seek  an  answer.  Some  of 
the  solutions  they  find  will  not  be  satisfactory  for 
one  reason  or  another.  We  must  resist  the  tempta- 
tion to  rush  in  and  point  out  the  fact  that  this  or 
that  will  not  work  because.  .  .  .   We  are  better  ad- 


For  Course  3,  lessons  50  and  49  (December  6,  27),  "How  We 
Show  Our  Love"  and  "We  Love  Our  Friends  and  Neighbors";  for 
Course  4,  lesson  11  {November  15),  "Our  Heavenly  Father  Planned 
for  Me  to  Have  Teachers  to  Love  and  Guide  Me";  for  Course  6, 
lesson  16,  (January  3),  "John  the  Baptist  Prepared  the  Way";  to 
support  family  home  evening  lessons  8  and  18;  and  of  special  inter- 
est to  all  teachers  of  the  gospel. 

*D.  Eugene  Mead  received  a  doctorate  in  Education  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oregon  in  1967  and  is  currently  a  teacher  at  Brigham 
Young  University  and  a  member  of  the  Utah  Association  for  Mental 
Health,  He  and  his  wife  Sherill  Leavitt  have  three  children  and  are 
members  of  the  Sharon  East  (Utah)  Stake,  Pleasant  View  4th  Ward, 
where  he  teaches   the  Sunday   School   Family  Relations   class. 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 

vised  to  encourage  the  child  to  try  it  out  for  himself, 
or  to  seek  other  ways,  or  to  give  it  more  thought. 

If  the  child  tries  and  fails,  we  can  suggest  that 
since  that  way  did  not  work  he  can  have  the  fun  of 
trying  to  find  another  solution.  At  this  point  we 
can  be  most  helpful  by  pointing  out  that  he  was 
able  to  put  this  much  of  it  together  or  that  he  cer- 
tainly did  a  fine  job  with  this  part  (pointing  out  the 
specific  things  which  are  in  the  direction  of  the  cor- 
rect solution).  As  we  point  out  what  he  did  right  and 
invite  the  child  to  try  again,  even  situations  which 
did  not  go  well  become  teaching  moments!  Making 
mistakes  should  not  be  grounds  for  criminal  action 
but  rather  an  opportunity  to  learn.  Thomas  Edison 
is  reported  to  have  replied  to  a  young  assistant  who 
thought  they  should  quit  after  they  had  tried  900 
ways  to  make  an  element  for  the  electric  lamp,  "Quit? 
Why,  now  we  know  900  ways  that  won't  work." 

Questions  Teach 

Children's  questions  are  often  the  keys  to  teach- 
ing moments.  And  the  questions  need  not  be  verbal. 
Noticing  a  puzzled  look  in  her  four-year-old  Sunday 
School  students'  eyes  following  a  discussion  of  how 
our  Heavenly  Father  helps  the  swallows  build  nests 
in  the  barn,  the  teacher  asked  if  they  knew  what  a 
swallow  was.  One  girl  held  up  her  hand  and  said,  "A 
little  drink."  By  noticing  the  puzzled  looks  the  teach- 
er was  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  teaching  mo- 
ment. 

Questions  often  serve  in  another  way.  We  may 
use  questions  to  find  out  what  the  children  already 
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know  and  understand  about  a  concept  or  specific 
idea.  Many  gospel  principles  are  very  abstract.  We 
need  to  be  willing  to  meet  the  children's  understand- 
ing at  their  level.  For  example  if  we  ask  nine-  and 
ten-year-old  children,  "What  would  the  Golden  Rule 
say  to  do  if  another  child  hit  you?"  we  might  receive 
an  answer  such  as  "Hit  him  back.  Do  unto  others 
what  they  do  to  you."  Our  first  inclination  might  be 
to  feel  that  the  child  is  being  smart.  However,  if  we 
take  the  reply  seriously  we  are  in  a  good  position  to 
teach  the  true  wording  of  the  Golden  Rule  and  its 
application.  Children  under  11,  or  even  13,  have  a 
great  deal  of  difficulty  in  taking  another's  role  com- 
pletely and  seeing  the  advantage  of  giving  kindness 
in  the  face  of  aggression.  The  alert  parent  or  teacher 
can  accept  an  interpretation  like  the  one  above  and 
begin  to  lead  the  child  to  an  understanding  of  the 
idea  of  giving  kindness  if  he  wishes  to  receive  kind- 
ness. In  this  way,  like  John  the  Baptist  we  are  pre- 
paring the  child  for  the  full  message  implied  in  the 
Golden  Rule.  We  need  not  be  discouraged  if  children 
do  not  understand  the  idea  fully  the  first  time.  We 
can  continue  to  question  their  understanding  and 
then  lead  them  to  greater  knowledge  by  pointing 
out  the  aspects  of  their  responses  which  are  appro- 
priate and  indicate  some  other  ways  people  look  at 
the  problem.  In  this  way  they  can  begin  to  see  new 
ways  they  can  respond. 

In  our  example  above,  for  instance,  a  teacher 
might  reply,  "That  is  certainly  one  thing  you  could 


do.  However,  if  a  child  hits  you  and  you  hit  him 
back,  what  will  he  feel  and  do?  Will  he  feel  as  though 
he  has  the  right  to  hit  you  back  again?  Jesus  sug- 
gested that  even  though  people  are  sometimes  im- 
kind,  we  can  help  them  to  be  kind  by  showing  kind- 
ness to  them."  By  listening  to  children's  questions 
and  wisely  asking  our  own  we  can  help  them  increase 
in  understanding. 

Child's  Level   of  Understanding 

Paul  understood  this  principle  of  keeping  discus- 
sion and  questions  on  the  student's  level.  This  is 
illustrated  by  his  comment  to  the  Hebrews  that  they 
needed  milk,  not  solid  food,  because  they  were  not 
yet  mature  in  their  understanding  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  the  gospel.  (See  Hebrews  5:12-14.)  Paul 
realized  that  he  must  start  at  their  present  level  of 
understanding  before  they  could  accept  the  full  gos- 
pel. Christ  too,  in  this  mortal  life,  had  to  learn  one 
step  at  a  time,  as  was  revealed  by  John  to  the  Proph- 
et Joseph  Smith. 

And  he  received  not  of  the  fulness  at  first,  hut 
continued  from  grace  to  grace,  until  he  received  a 
fulness,  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  93: 13.) 

We  can  prepare  our  pupils  to  advance  in  their 
understanding  of  the  gospel  by  providing  them  with 
a  warm,  positive  climate  in  which  to  learn  and  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  teaching  moments  which 
occur  in  response  to  their  questions. 

Library  File  Reference:   CHOICE;   LOVE;   TEACHING. 


THERE   IS  A  PLAN 

I've  asked  You  please  to  guide  me. 
Please  protect,  but  being  human 
I  was  not  always  sure  You  did  .  .  . 
You  are  so  great  and  I  so  small. 

Then  someone — 

Someone  very  old  and  tall  with  wisdom. 
Whose  hands  and  face  are  wrinkled  maps, 
Whose  heart  has  strings 
That  catch  the  tunes  of  wind  and  wave 
And  moon  and  sun  that  dapple  earth — 
He  told  me  signs : 

The  cricket,  see,  has  sought  my  hearth  in  August, 

And  when  I  peeled  the  corn, 

Kernel — and  worm — were  buried  deep  and  tight; 

The  woodchuck  eats  more, 

See,  he's  plump  already  with  soft  fat 

For  the  cold  nights  coming. 

My  onions — would  you  look! 


Their  skin  is  "inches"  thick  this  year; 

And  listen — the  needles  of  my  pines 

Drop  deep  and  urgently  and  make  brown  hummocks 

Underneath  the  branches  to  thwart  the  snow 

From  breaking  them  when  winter  comes. 

And  suddenly  my  heart  sang! 

They  did  not  ask — these  finite  things — 
Nor  know  the  need  to  ask  to  be  protected. 
For  Someone  knew  their  needs 
And  moved  ahead  in  silence 
The  wonders  to  perform. 

And  I— 

I  bowed  my  head  before  the  dazzle 

Of  seeing  destiny  before  it's  done  .  .  . 

Falling,  prostrate,  as  I  felt  the  hand  of  God 

Upon  my  hand  unlock  this  heart 

To  let  Him  in  .  .  . 

To  know  with  joyful  certainty, 

There  is  a  plan, 

There  is  a  plan! 

— Ruth  Allison  Coates, 
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The  Book  of  Mormon  Is  Relevant  Today- 
Fourth  in  a  Series 


RELEVANCY    PLUS 
CONGRUENCY 


by  Neal  A,  Maxwell 


The  compatibility  of  the  Nephite  scriptures  with 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments  on  the  core  issues  of 
Christianity  has  been  well  enough  documented  not 
to  require  elaboration  here.  But  the  conceptual 
compatibility  exists  at  other  levels  too;  prophets, 
regardless  of  their  environment,  draw  the  water  of 
life  from  the  same  divine  well,  so  it  is  little  wonder 
that  there  are  such  striking  similarities,  such  con- 
gruencies  in  their  prescriptions  for  improving  human 
behavior. 

Lest  men  think  there  is  something  in  the  algebra 
of  life  that  gives  us  an  excuse  for  sin,  either  because 
the  level  of  temptation  and  trial  we  experience  is 
unavoidable  or  else  is  in  excess  of  our  ability  to  cope 
with  it,  we  have  the  double  assurance  of  Paul  writing 
on  one  continent  and  Alma  on  another: 

. .  .  But  God  .  .  .  will  not  suffer  you  to  be  tempted 
above  that  ye  are  able;  but  will  with  the  temptation 
also  make  a  way  to  escape,  that  ye  may  be  able  to 
bear  it.  (1  Corinthians  10:13.) 

.  . .  Pray  continually,  that  ye  may  not  be  tempted 
above  that  which  ye  can  bear.  .  .  .  (Alma  13:28.) 

Prayerful  people  will  not  be  pressed  beyond  their 
limits  (though  as  C.  S.  Lewis  observed,  some  of  us 
quit  or  surrender  just  before  the  relief  column  comes 
into  sight).  We  can,  and  often  do,  of  course,  dig 
pits  for  ourselves,  and  sometimes  we  also  bum  the 
escape  ladder;  but  such  irrationality  is  of  our  own 
willful  doing — not  God's! 


For  Course  12,  lessons  6,  7,  and  14  (October  18,  25;  December  27) , 
"An  Example  of  Personal  Courage  and  Obedience,"  "Strength  in  the 
Face  of  Adversity,"  and  "The  Importance  of  Righteous  Desire";  for 
Course  16,  lesson  14  (December  27),  "Father's  Concern  for  Man's 
Joy";  for  Course  28,  lessons  12  and  13  (December  6,  13),  "A  View 
of  the  Future"  and  "A  Father's  Teachings  and  Blessings";  and  of 
general  interest. 


Closely  allied  with  this  basic  ground-rule  of  life 
are  the  concepts  which  pertain  to  our  ability  to 
carry  out  God's  commandments  and  his  commitment 
to  prepare  the  way  for  our  task  fulfillment.  Most  of 
us  recall  the  well-known  observation  of  Nephi: 

.  .  .  /  will  go  and  do  the  things  which  the  Lord 
hath  commanded,  for  I  know  that  the  Lord  giveth 
no  commandments  unto  the  children  of  men,  save  he 
shall  prepare  a  way  for  them  that  they  may  accom- 
plish the  thing  which  he  commandeth  them.  (1  Nephi 
3:7.) 

But  we  do  not  link  this  insight  with  Paul's  recita- 
tion of  those  Old  Testament  characters  who  believed 
and  practiced  this  life  principle — such  as  Abraham: 

He  staggered  not  at  the  promise  of  God  through 
unbelief;  but  was  strong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to^ 
God;  and  being  fully  persuaded  that,  what  he  had 
promised,  he  was  able  also  to  perform.  (Romans  4: 
20,  21.) 

The  assurance  that  our  capacity  to  perform  can 
rise  to  meet  the  promises  and  commandments  given 
to  us  in  life  ought  to  be  quietly  contemplated — ^with 
the  documented  realization  that  we  are  partners  with 
God  in  his  work! 

When  ancient  Israel  was  afflicted  by  fiery  ser- 
pents, God  had  Moses  make  a  brass  serpent  and  put 
it  upon  a  pole,  so  that  one  bitten  had  only  to  look 
upon  the  brass  serpent  and  "he  lived."  (See  Num- 
bers 21:7-9.)  Nephi  elaborates  on  this  very  episode 
by  observing  of  those  bitten  that  the  only  labor  they 
had  to  perform  was  to  look;  but  "because  of  the 
simpleness  of  the  way,  or  the  easiness  of  it,  there 
were  many  who  perished."  (1  Nephi  17:41.) 
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Often  we  overshoot  the  basic  simpHcity  of  the 
gospel;  we  seem  determined  to  add  our  own  intel- 
lectual and  decorative  embroidery.  When  we  do  not 
follow  the  basic  counsel  of  our  prophets  by  looking 
to  them  for  counsel  in  order  thereby  "to  live,"  we 
are  repeating  the  ancient  error.  Those  ancients — ^in 
real  pain  and  facing  certain  death — were  immobilized 
and  would  not  do  what  was  both  obvious  and  re- 
quired. Today  many  go  on  suffering  the  real,  per- 
sistent pains  of  sin,  dying  spiritually,  without  doing 
what  is  both  obvious  and  required — and  simple! 

Mormon,  in  a  sunburst  of  spiritual  insight,  ob- 
served: 

.  .  .  /  fear  not  what  man  can  do;  for  perfect  love 
casteth  out  all  fear.  (Moroni  8:16.) 

Mormon  sounds  very  much  like  his  brother  John 
in  faraway  Jerusalem,  who  also  said  in  the  sunset 
of  his  life: 

There  is  no  fear  in  love;  but  perfect  love  casteth 
out  fear:  because  fear  hath  torment.  He  that  feareth 
is  not  made  perfect  in  love.   (1  John  4:18.) 

Only  men  tenderized  by  the  spiritual  experiences 
that  flow  from  a  life  lived  in  basic  accord  with  the 
commandments  of  Christ — only  men  free  of  fear — 
can  focus  so  congruently,  though  continents  and  cen- 
turies apart,  on  the  rewards  of  keeping  the  first  and 
second  great  commandments. 

The  purity  of  the  gospel  as  it  is  recorded  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon  is  underscored  in  three  little  words 
which  appear  in  the  Nephite  record  of  Jesus'  words 
about  faith: 

And  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my 
name,  which  is  right,  believing  that  ye  shall  receive, 
behold  it  shall  be  given  unto  you.  (3  Nephi  18:20.) 

The  New  Testament  reads: 

And  all  things,  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  prayer, 
believing,  ye  shall  receive.  (Matthew  21:22.) 


The  prayers  of  the  faithful  are  to  be  answered — 
so  long  as  the  faithful  are  believing  and  unwavering 
and  are  making  a  request  of  God  "which  is  right." 
There  is,  therefore,  an  exception  to  this  basic  prom- 
ise of  God  as  recorded  in  Matthew — and  what  an 
enormously  significant  exception!  For  those  of  us 
who  know  God  as  our  loving  Father  who  wants  what 
is  best  for  us  and  who  wants  us  to  share  "all"  that 
he  has,  this  is  a  welcome  quaHfication,  and  it  may 
explain  why  some  prayers  of  the  faithful  are  an- 
swered differently  from  what  might  have  been  ex- 
pected. 

Not  only  is  there  conceptual  congruency  between 
the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the  Bible,  but  there  is  also 
congruency  with  latter-day  revelation.  In  his  con- 
frontation with  Korihor,  Alma  testified: 

...  And  all  things  denote  there  is  a  God;  yea, 
even  the  earth,  and  all  things  that  are  upon  the  face 
of  it,  yea,  and  its  motion,  yea,  and  also  all  the  planets 
which  move  in  their  regular  form  do  witness  that 
there  is  a  Supreme  Creator.  (Alma  30:44.) 

How  like  the  marvelous  revelation  known  as  the 
88th  Section  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  are 
Alma's  words!  In  the  latter-day  revelation  the  Lord 
describes  our  universe  and  the  kingdoms  in  it,  the 
order  in  the  cosmos,  and  then  says: 

Unto  what  shall  I  liken  these  kingdoms,  that  ye 
may  understand?  Behold,  all  these  are  kingdoms, 
and  any  man  who  hath  seen  any  or  the  least  of  these 
hath  seen  God  moving  in  his  majesty  and  power. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:46,  47.) 

In  the  many  concepts  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  in 
their  relevancy  for  today  and  in  their  congruency, 
one  also  sees  "God  moving  in  his  majesty  and 
power!" 


Library  File  Reference:  BOOK  OF  MORMON— EVIDENCES  ;  BOOK  OF 
MORMON— STUDY. 


//  you  spend  all  your  time  collecting  money  for  fear  of  poverty,  you  are 
practicing  poverty  already. 
•  Give  me  no  more  adversity  than  I  can  bear,  and  no  more  prosperity  than 

I  can  stand. 

— Ralph  Waldo  Emerson/' 
*As   quoted    in  Sunshine   Magazine,   January,    1970,    page   22. 
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He  \Vill  Guide  Youl 
Into  All  Triath" 

by  Reed  H.  Bradford 

He  was  a  troubled  student.  "In  the  early  years  of  my  life,"  he  said,  "I 
grew  up  in  a  rural  community.  During  those  years  of  activity  in  the 
Church,  I  suppose  I  more  or  less  accepted  the  principles  of  the  gospel  taught 
to  me  by  my  parents  and  others  without  serious  reflection  upon  them. 
During  the  last  two  years  I  have  been  a  student  at  college,  and  I  am 
majoring  in  the  social  sciences.  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  many  of  the 
concepts  concerning  human  behavior  that  I  am  learning.  I  find  that  they 
are  very  helpful  to  me  in  understanding  myself  and  others.  However,  the 
statements  of  some  social  scientists  in  some  areas  are  directly  opposed  to 
principles  of  the  gospel  taught  me  by  my  parents  and  other  teachers  in 
the  Church.    What  do  I  do  with  these  conflicts?" 


Three  Ways  of  Knowing 

There  are  at  least  three  major  ways  or  methods 
through  which  we  can  come  to  an  understanding  of 
truth  or  "things  as  they  are."^  One  of  these  is  through 
the  use  of  reason.  The  ability  to  reason  is  the  ability 
to  associate  things  together  abstractly  in  one's  mind. 
It  is  the  ability  to  think  logically  without  bias.  It  is 
the  basis  of  mathematics.    The  Savior  said: 

.  .  .  With  him  that  cometh  I  will  reason  as  with 
men  in  days  of  old,  and  I  will  show  unto  you  my 
strong  reasoning.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  45:10.) 

On  another  occasion  he  said, 

And  now  come  .  .  .  and  let  us  reason  together, 
that  ye  may  understand;  let  us  reason  even  as  a  man 
reasoneth  one  with  another  face  to  face,  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  50:10, 11.) 

Each  one  of  us,  if  he  trains  himself,  can  learn  to 
use  reason  effectively. 

The  second  way  to  discover  truth  is  through  the 
method  of  science.  The  essence  of  this  method  is  the 
application  of  logic  to  experience.  Competent  people 
can  go  through  the  same  operations  or  experiments 
and  reach  the  same  conclusions.  It  has  been  demon- 
strated that  the  scientific  method  can  help  us  in 


For  Coiirse  8,  lesson  6  (October  11),  "The  Holy  Ghost";  for 
Course  10,  lesson  9  (November  1),  "The  Godhead— The  Holy  Ghost"; 
for  Course  14,  lessons  6,  8,  and  11  (October  25,  November  15,  Decem- 
ber 6),  "Nature  of  God,"  "Nature  of  Man,"  and  "Eternal  Progression"; 
for  Course  16,  lessons  9  and  13  (November  15,  December  13),  "How 
Can  I  Live  More  Abundantly?"  and  "Achieving  Balance  in  Our  Lives: 
Am  I  Lopsided?"  for  Course  18,  lessons  10  and  12  (November  22, 
December  6),  "A  Guide  to  All  Truth"  and  "A  View  of  the  Futrire"; 
and  of  general  interest. 

^See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  93:94. 


understanding  the  way  many  types  of  phenomena 
operate. 

The  third  way  to  know  the  truth  is  through  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  given  to  aU  those 
who  are  baptized  and  confirmed  by  proper  authority 
in  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

A  Divine  Referent 

As  excellent  as  reason  is  in  uncovering  truth,  it 
has  limitations.  If  a  person  begins  with  incorrect 
assumptions  he  will  reach  wrong  conclusions,  even 
though  he  reasons  logically. 

Similarly,  the  scientific  method  is  limited.  It  has 
found  no  way  to  tell  us  about  many  things  which 
characterize  our  Heavenly  Father.  Also,  our  senses 
are  never  perfect,  and  our  perception  of  the  world 
may  be  either  correct  or  incorrect.  Our  incorrect  per- 
ceptions well  may  prevent  us  from  reaching  a  divine 
fulfillment,  from  obtaining  righteous  power,  and  from 
experiencing  a  fulness  of  joy. 

If  an  individual  has  learned  how  to  use  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  can  receive  a  divine  confirma- 
tion with  regard  to  all  of  his  perceptions,  telling  him 
whether  they  are  in  conformity  with  "things  as  they 
are"  or  not.  Following  are  some  important  principles 
to  remember  in  attaining  this  confirmation: 

1.    Humility  or  Teachableness 

O  that  cunning  plan  of  the  evil  one!  O  the  vain- 
ness, and  the  frailties,  and  the  foolishness  of  men! 
When  they  are  learned  they  think  they  are  wise,  and 
they  hearken  not  unto  the  counsel  of  God,  for  they 
set  it  aside,  supposing  they    know  of  themselves, 
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Art  by  Jerry  Harston. 

wherefore,  their  wisdom  is  foolishness  and  it  profiteth 
them  not.  And  they  shall  perish.  But  to  be  learned 
is  good  if  they  hearken  unto  the  counsels  of  God. 
(2Nephi9:28,  29.) 

It  is  wonderful  to  possess  great  intellectual  gifts, 
to  be  able  to  reason  and  use  the  scientific  method 
well,  but  we  should  also  be  spiritually  receptive. 
Wise  as  a  man  is,  he  may  have  many  misperceptions 
that  could  be  corrected  if  he  were  to  ask  the  Lord 
in  humility  about  those  perceptions. 

2,  A  Cooperative  Effort 

Many  individuals  feel  that  the  Lord  will  give  them 
answers  without  their  using  their  own  intelligence, 
knowledge,  wisdom,  and  experience.  If  the  Lord  were 
to  do  so,  we  would  not  grow  intellectually,  emotion- 
ally, socially,  or  spiritually.  The  Lord  said  to  Oliver 
Cowdery,  who  failed  in  his  efforts  to  translate: 

Behold,  you  have  not  understood;  you  have  sup- 
posed that  I  would  give  it  unto  you,  when  you  took 
no  thought  save  it  was  to  ask  me.  But,  behold,  I 
say  unto  you,  that  you  must  study  it  out  in  your 
mind;  then  you  must  ask  me  if  it  be  right,  and  if  it 
is  right  I  will  cause  that  your  bosom  shall  burn 
within  you;  therefore,  you  shall  feel  that  it  is  right. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  9:7,  8.) 

Of  course,  this  is  not  to  say  that  the  Lord  cannot 
reveal  information  and  knowledge  even  though  we 
have  not  asked  for  it.  There  are  many  instances  in 
which  he  has  given  directions  to  individuals.  But  it 
is  important  for  each  of  us  to  use  all  of  his  own 
talents  and  abilities  in  the  best  way  he  knows  how. 
Only  in  this  way  will  we  be  prepared  to  recognize  and 
understand  all  revelation  that  may  come  to  us. 

3.  A  Divine  Trust 

If  we  completely  trust  the  Lord,  we  may  be  cer- 
tain that  he  will  "open  the  windows  of  heaven"  and 
bless  and  enrich  our  lives  in  every  way. 

2 

GREATER  LOVE  HATH  NO  MAN  THAN  THlS' 

The  violent  grinding  of  brakes  suddenly  applied, 
and  the  harsh  creaking  of  skidding  wheels  gradually 
died  away  as  the  big  car  came  to  a  stop.  Eddie 
quickly  picked  himself  up  from  the  dusty  pavement 
where  he  had  been  thrown,  and  looked  wildly  around. 

Agnes?  Where  was  the  little  sister  he  had  been 
holding  by  the  hand  when  they  had  started  to  cross 
the  street?  The  next  moment  he  saw  her  under  the 
big  car  that  had  run  them  down.  Her  eyes  were 
closed,  and  a  dark  stain  spread  slowly  over  her  little 
white  face. 

2~Given  to  the  writer  by  one  of  his  students.  The  author  is  un- 
known. 


"Will  you  give  her  your  blood?"  the  nurse  asked. 

With  one  bound  the  boy  was  under  the  car  trying 
to  lift  the  girl. 

"You'd  better  not  try  son,"  said  a  man  gently. 
"Someone  has  gone  to  call  an  ambulance." 

"She's  not .  .  .  dead  is  she,  Mister?"  Eddie  begged 
in  a  husky  voice. 

The  man  stooped  and  felt  the  limp  little  pulse. 
"No,  my  boy,"  he  said  slowly. 

A  policeman  came  up,  dispersed  the  gathering 
crowd,  and  carried  the  unconscious  girl  into  a  nearby 
(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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(Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


drugstore.  Eddie's  folded  coat  made  a  pillow  for 
her  head  until  the  ambulance  arrived.  He  was  per- 
mitted to  ride  in  the  conveyance  with  her  to  the 
hospital.  Something  about  the  sturdy,  shabbily 
dressed  boy  who  could  not  be  more  than  ten  years 
old,  and  his  devotion  to  his  little  sister,  strangely 
touched  the  hearts  of  the  hardened  hospital  appren- 
tices. 

*'We  must  operate  at  once,"  said  the  surgeon 
after  a  brief  preliminary  examination.  "She  has  been 
injured  internally  and  has  lost  a  great  deal  of  blood." 
He  turned  to  Eddie,  who,  inarticulate  with  grief, 
stood  dumbly  by.  "Where  do  you  live?" 

Eddie  told  him  that  their  father  was  dead  and 
their  mother  did  day  work — but  he  did  not  know 
where. 

"We  can't  wait  to  find  her,"  said  the  surgeon, 
"because  by  that  time  it  might  be  too  late." 

Eddie  waited  in  the  sitting  room  while  the  sur- 
geons worked  over  Agnes.  After  what  seemed  an 
eternity  a  nurse  sought  him  out. 

"Eddie,"  she  said  kindly,  "your  little  sister  is  very 
bad,  and  the  doctor  wants  to  make  a  transfusion.  Do 
you  know  what  that  is?"  Eddie  shook  his  head.  "She 
has  lost  so  much  blood  she  cannot  live  unless  some- 
one gives  her  his.    Will  you  do  it  for  her?" 

Eddie's  wan  face  grew  paler,  and  he  gripped  the 
knobs  of  the  chair  so  hard  that  his  knuckles  became 
white.  For  a  moment  he  hesitated,  then  gulping  back 
his  tears,  he  nodded  his  head  and  stood  up, 

"That's  a  good  lad,"  said  the  nurse. 

She  patted  his  hand  and  led  the  way  to  the  ele- 
vators which  whisked  them  to  the  operating  room. 
.  .  .  No  one  spoke  to  Eddie  except  the  nurse  who 
directed  him  in  a  low  voice  on  how  to  prepare  for 
the  ordeal.  The  boy  bit  his  quivering  lip  and  silently 
obeyed. 

"Are  you  ready?"  asked  a  man  swathed  in  white 
from  head  to  foot,  turning  from  the  table  over  which 
he  had  been  bending.  For  the  first  time  Eddie  no- 
ticed who  it  was  lying  there  so  still.  Little  Agnes! 
And  he  was  going  to  make  her  well. 

He  stepped  forward  quickly. 

Two  hours  later  the  surgeon  looked  up  with  a 
smile  into  the  faces  of  the  young  interns  and  nurses 
who  were  engrossed  in  watching  the  great  man's 
work. 

"Fine,"  he  said.  "I  think  she'll  pull  through." 

After  the  transfusion  Eddie  had  been  told  to  lie 
quietly  on  a  cot  in  the  comer  of  the  room.  In  the 
excitement  of  the  delicate  operation,  he  had  been 
entirely  forgotten. 

"It  was  wonderful,  doctor!"  exclaimed  one  of  the 


young  interns.  "A  miracle!"  Nothing,  he  felt  in  his 
enthusiastic  recognition  of  the  marvels  of  surgery, 
could  be  greater  than  the  miracles  of  science. 

"I  am  well  satisfied,"  said  the  surgeon  with  con- 
scious pride. 

There  was  a  tug  at  his  sleeve,  but  he  did  not 
notice.  In  a  little  while  there  was  another  tug — this 
time  more  convincing — and  the  great  surgeon  glanced 
down  to  see  a  ragged,  pale-faced  boy  looking  steadily 
up  into  his  face. 

"Say,  doctor,"  said  a  husky  voice,  "when  do  I 
die?" 

The  interns  laughed  and  the  great  surgeon  smiled. 
"Why,  what  do  you  mean?" 

"I  thought  .  .  .  when  they  took  a  guy's  blood 
...  he  ...  he  died." 

'The  smiles  faded  from  the  lips  of  doctors  and 
nurses,  and  the  young  intern  who  had  thought  there 
was  nothing  greater  than  the  marvels  of  science 
caught  his  breath  suddenly.  ... 

I  Will   Enlighten  Them 

Such  was  the  love  and  trust  that  Abraham  had  in 
offering  his  only  son  Isaac.  As  Abraham  stretched 
forth  his  hand  to  sacrifice  Isaac,  an  angel  of  the 
Lord  said  to  him: 

.  .  .  Lay  not  thine  hand  upon  the  lad,  neither  do 
thou  uny  thing  unto  him:  for  now  I  know  that  thou 
fearest  God,  seeing  thou  hast  not  withheld  thy  son, 
thine  only  son  from  me.  .  .  .  By  myself  have  I  sworn, 
saith  the  Lord,  for  because  thou  hast  done  this 
thing  .  .  .  that  in  blessing  I  will  bless  thee,  and  in 
multiplying  I  will  multiply  thy  seed  as  the  stars 
of  the  heaven.  .  .  .  (Genesis  22:12,  16,  17.) 

In  our  own  day  the  Lord  has  said: 

.  .  .  I,  the  Lord  .  .  .  delight  to  honor  those  who 
serve  me  in  righteousness  and  in  truth  unto  the 
end.  .  .  .  Great  shall  be  their  reward  and  eternal 
shall  be  their  glory.  And  to  them,  will  I  reveal  all 
mysteries,  yea,  all  the  hidden  mysteries  of  my  king- 
dom from  days  of  old,  and  for  ages  to  come,  will  I 
make  known  unto  them  the  good  pleasure  of  my 
will  concerning  all  things  pertaining  to  my  kingdom. 
Yea,  even  the  wonders  of  eternity  shall  they  know. 
. . .  And  their  wisdom  shall  be  great,  and  their  under- 
standing reach  to  heaven.  .  .  .  For  by  my  Spirit  will 
I  enlighten  them,  and  by  my  power  will  I  make 
known  unto  them  the  secrets  of  my  will — yea,  even 
those  things  which  eye  has  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard, 
nor  yet  entered  into  the  heart  of  man.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  76:5-10.) 
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Clilclien  Itza 


BY  PAUL  R.  CHEESMAN 

Chichen  Itza  is  an  extensive  ancient  city  70  miles  east  of  Merida  in  Yucatan. 
Its  great  complex  of  buildings  indicates  at  least  two  periods  of  development.  One  is 
late  classic  Mayan,  from  650  to  900  a.d.,  and  the  other  dates  from  later,  during  the 
Toltec  period.  However,  some  researchers  believe  the  city  to  have  been  populated 
as  early  as  the  5  th  century  a.d. 

Some  of  the  buildings  constructed  during  the  earlier  period  were  left  unchanged, 
some  were  altered  by  the  later  inhabitants,  while  over  still  others,  new  dwellings 
were  erected. 

Here  in  Chichen  Itza  there  is  a  synthesis  of  styles,  combining  the  Mayan  and 
Toltec  religions  and  cultures.  The  temples  and  buildings  appear  to  have  been 
placed  at  random,  and  among  the  buildings  is  a  sacred  well  called  a  cenote,  which 
was  used  for  several  purposes,  including  sacrificial  offerings.  Archaeological 
workers  dredging  the  area  have  found  numerous  ancient  sacrificial  articles  in  this 
well  —  jewelry,  pottery,  and  other  valuable  possessions.  Human  sacrifices  were 
also  common. 

Many  of  the  buildings  are  built  out  of  a  pumice-type  granite  which  possesses 
wonderful  acoustical  qualities;  in  fact,  in  some  places  one  can  hear  an  echo  as 
many  as  14  times. 

The  Caracal,  seen  in  the  accompanying  photograph,  is  one  of  the  buildings 
placed  somewhat  randomly  within  the  complex  at  Chichen  Itza.  It  has  an  interior 
spiral  staircase  called  the  "snail-shell  [in  Spanish,  caracal]  stairway,"  from  which 
the  building  gets  its  name.  As  we  see  it  today,  the  Caracol  appears  to  have 
been  built  in  a  series  of  different  cultural  periods.  The  round  tower  is  unique,  no 
others  having  been  found  in  ancient  American  structures;  the  stairway  leading 
to  its  top  is  barely  wide  enough  for  one  person.  Some  have  speculated  that  this 
dome-shaped  tower  could  have  been  used  for  astronomical  observations,  and  that 
certain  calendrical  systems  were  produced  as  a  result  of  these  studies. 

The  Mayans  and  the  Toltecs  who  once  inhabited  this  structure  and  other 
adjacent  buildings  left  abruptly  and  mysteriously.  However,  the  contributions  of 
the  people  who  inhabited  this  area  over  so  many  centuries  are  numerous,  and  the 
study  of  their  civilization  is  fascinating. 

For  the  general  use  of  Courses  12  and  28;  and  of  general  interest. 
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So  old! 

yet 

some  Toltec 

or  Mayan 

climbed 

the  snail-like 

stairway 

where  one 

lone 

man 

could  stand 

in  that  small 

dome 

atop 

the  Caracol 

and  study 

the  eternal 

heavens! 

Small  wonder 
a  calendar 
thus  devised 
should  last  — 
Unsurpassed! 


-Millie  Foster  Cheesman. 
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HOW  ALL 

THE  WORLD 

KNEVS^ 

Flannelboard  Story  No.  9U,  by  Marie  F.  Felt 

Have  you  ever  lain  on  your  back  on  a  hot  summer 
evening  and  looked  up  at  the  star-studded  sky?  There 
seem  to  be  millions  and  millions  of  stars,  don't  there? 
Some  seem  to  be  very  small  and  others  much  bigger 
and  brighter. 

Long  ago,  as  the  shepherds  watched  on  a  hillside 
in  Judea,  they  too  saw  a  star.  It  was  a  very  large  and 
very  beautiful  star.  It  had  come  with  a  message — a 
message  that  all  the  world  had  been  waiting  for,  for 
hundreds  and  hundreds  of  years. 

On  this  particular  night,  as  the  shepherds  were 
"keeping  watch  over  their  flocks,'*  this  great  light 
appeared  suddenly  in  the  sky.  It  was  brighter  than 
any  light  they  had  ever  seen  before.  As  they  looked 
at  it  with  great  wonder  and  amazement,  they  were 
still  more  surprised  to  see  an  angel  there.  It  was  so 
strange  that  they  were  afraid. 

And  the  angel  said  unto  them,  Fear  not:  for, 
behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
shall  be  to  all  people. 

For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of 
David  [which  is  Bethlehem]  a  Saviour,  which  is 
Christ  the  Lord. 

And  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you;  Ye  shall  find 


For  Course  3,  lesson  52  (December  20),  "Christmas  Is  a  Happy 
Time";  for  Course  4,  lesson  47  (December  20),  "The  Beginning  of 
Christmas";  for  Course  5,  lesson  51  (December  20),  "Jesus  Was  Bom 
to  Serve  in  the  Kingdom";  for  Course  6,  lessons  8  and  9  (November 
1,  8),  "Jesus  Was  Born  in  Bethlehem"  and  "Tidings  of  Great  Joy"; 
for  Course  26,  lesson  20  (December  13),  "The  Birth  and  Infancy  of 
the  Savior";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  20;  and  of 
general  interest. 


Art  by  Travis  Winn. 


the  babe  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a 
manger.  (Luke  2:10-12.) 

Then,  to  their  great  surprise,  many  more  angels 
appeared.  All  of  them  began  singing  and  praising 
God,  saying,  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on 
earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men."  (Luke  2:14.) 
{End  of  Scene  I.] 

As  soon  as  the  angels  had  gone,  the  shepherds 
said  one  to  another,  ".  .  .  Let  us  how  go  even  unto 
Bethlehem,  and  see  this  thing  which  is  come  to  pass, 
which  the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us."  (Luke 
2:15.)  With  faith  in  their  hearts  that  all  would  be 
well  with  their  sheep  and  that  the  Lord  would  take 
care  of  the  animals  while  they  were  away,  they  went 
quietly  and  quickly  through  the  night  toward  the 
little  town  of  Bethlehem.  They  knew  exactly  where 
to  go,  for  the  star  was  guiding  them  all  the  way. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  humble  stable,  they 
saw  the  baby  Jesus  of  whom  the  angel  had  spok- 
en. They  also  saw  Mary  his  mother,  and  Joseph, 
Mary's  husband,  who  loved  them  both  and  was  tak- 
ing good  care  of  them. 

Mary  and  Joseph  wondered  why  the  shepherds 
had  come  at  such  a  strange  hour.  Excitedly  the 
shepherds  told  of  the  beautiful  star  and  the  angels, 
and  of  the  great  and  wonderful  things  they  had  seen 
and  heard  on  the  hillside  just  a  short  time  before. 
[End  of  Scene  II.] 

After  they  had  visited  with  Mary  and  Joseph  and 
the  baby  Jesus,  the  shepherds  left  to  return  to  their 
sheep.  On  their  way  back  to  the  hillside,  and  after- 
wards, they  told  everyone  they  met  about  the  angels 
and  the  stable  they  had  visited  and  about  the  baby 
in  the  manger.  "And  all  they  that  heard  it  wondered 
at  those  things  which  were  told  them  by  the  shep- 
herds." (Luke  2:18.)  [End  of  Scene  III.] 

Now  there  were  people  in  another  land  who  also 
knew  of  Jesus'  birth,  but  they  were  too  far  away  to 
come  to  Bethlehem  to  show  their  love  and  gratitude. 
These  people  were  the  Nephites  and  the  Lamanites 
who  lived  in  America.  They  too  had  prophets  to  tell 
them  the  things  which  God  would  have  them  know. 

Five  years  before  the  Savior's  birth  Samuel  the 
Lamanite  had  stood  upon  the  walls  of  the  great  city 
of  Zarahemla  and  told  the  Nephites  of  this  great 
event.  He  had  said: 

And  behold,  this  will  I  give  unto  you  for  a  sign 
at  the  time  of  his  [the  Savior's]  coming;  for  behold, 
there  shall  be  great  lights  in  heaven,  insomuch  that 
in  the  night  before  he  cometh  there  shall  be  no  dark- 
ness, insomuch  that  it  shall  appear  unto  man  as  if 
it  was  day. 

Therefore,  there  shall  be  one  day  and  a  night  and 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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a  day,  as  if  it  were  one  day  and  there  were  no  night; 
and  this  shall  be  unto  you  for  a  sign;  for  ye  shall 
know  of  the  rising  of  the  sun  and  also  of  its  setting; 
therefore  they  shall  know  of  a  surety  that  there  shall 
be  two  days  and  a  night;  nevertheless  the  night  shall 
not  be  darkened;  and  it  shall  be  the  night  before  he 
is  born. 

And  behold,  there  shall  be  a  new  star  arise,  such 
an  one  as  ye  never  have  beheld;  and  this  also  shall 
be  a  sign  unto  you.  (Helaman  14:3-5.)  [End  of 
Scene  /V.] 

Many  of  the  Nephites  did  not  believe  Samuel's 
words;  but  at  the  time  Jesus  was  born  in  faraway 
Bethlehem,  things  happened  on  the  American  con- 
tinent just  as  he  had  said  they  would: 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  there  was  no  darkness 
in  all  that  night,  but  it  was  as  light  as  though  it  was 
mid-day.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  sun  did  rise 
in  the  morning  again,  according  to  its  proper  order; 
and  they  knew  that  it  was  the  day  that  the  Lord 
should  be  born,  because  of  the  sign  which  had  been 
given. 

And  it  came  to  pass  also  that  a  new  star  did 
appear,  according  to  the  word.  (3  Nephi  1:19,  21.) 

Thus  came  Christmas  to  America  as  well  as  to 
Palestine,  and  great  love  fills  our  hearts  as  we  re- 
member. [End  of  Scene  V.] 

How   To    Present   the    Flannelboard    Story: 

Key  to  Flannelboard  Figures 

OT— Old  Testament;  BM— Book  of  Mormon;  NT— New 
Testament;  CH — Church  History;  ML — Modem  Life; 
PGP — Pearl  of  Great  Price;  DC — Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

Characters   and    Props    Needed    for    This   Story: 

Shepherds   (NT208,  209,  210,  211).   (Scenes  I,  II,  III.) 


A  large,  brilliant  star   (NT212).   (Scenes  I,  II,  III,  V.) 
An  angel  telling  shepherds  of  Jesus'  birth  (NT213).   (Scene 

L) 
Other  angels  singing  (NT214,  215).  (Scene  I.) 
Mary  holding  baby  Jesus  (NT216).  (Scene  II.) 
Joseph  standing  by  them  (NT217).  (Scene  II.) 
People  talking  with  the  shepherds  (NT218).  (Scene  III.) 
Samuel  the  Lamanite  (BM121).  (Scene  IV.) 
Nephites  (BM122).  (Scenes  IV,  V.) 
A  sun  (BM123) .  (Scene  V.) 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Scene  I: 

Scenery:  Hills  of  Judea. 

Action:  Shepherds  of  various  ages  are  tending  their 
flocks  of  sheep.  A  bright  star  appears  in  the  sky. 
An  angel  announces  the  Savior's  birth.  He  is  joined 
by  other  angels  singing,  "Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest." 
Scene  II: 

Scenery:  The  inside  of  a  stable. 

Action:  Mary  is  seated,  holding  the  baby  Jesus.  Joseph 
is  standing  by  them.  The  shepherds  enter.   They 
look  in  wonder  at  the  holy  family,  then  tell  of  the 
wondrous  news  told  them  by  the  angels. 
Scene  III: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene.  The  hills  of  Judea  and  road 
leading  back  to  the  shepherds'  flocks. 

Action:  The  shepherds  are  talking  with  other  travelers. 
They  tell  them  of  the  wondrous  news  of  Jesus'  birth. 
Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  Part  of  walls  around  the  city  of  Zarahemla. 

Action:  Samuel  the  Lamanite  is  standing  on  the  wall, 
as  he  warns  the  people  to  repent  and  prepare  for 
the  Savior's  birth.    He  tells  of  the  signs  that  will 
let  them  know  when  Jesus  is  born. 
Scene  V: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  IV. 

Action:  Two  days  and  one  night  of  light  follow  in  suc- 
cession. The  sun  comes  up,  the  star  appears,  and 
then  the  sun  rises  again,  but  it  is  light  all  the  time. 
The  prophecy  of  Samuel  the  Lamanite  has  come 
true.  This  is  how  the  people  on  the  American 
continent  learned  of  Jesus'  birth. 

Flannelboard   Index   Information: 

Figures:   NT208-NT218;  BM121-BM123. 

Name   Index:    Jesus    Christ    (Mortal),    Mary,    Joseph, 

Samuel  the  Lamanite. 
Topical  Index:  Birth  of  Jesus. 
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Memorized  Recitations- 


for  December,  1970 

The  following  scriptures  should 
be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  12  and  14  respectively,  and 
recited  in  unison  during  Sunday 
School  worship  service  on  Decem- 
ber 6,  1970. 


Course  14: 

(Christ  speaks  to  the  Jews  of 
his  mission  to  preach  in  the  New 
World.) 

"And  other  sheep  I  have,  which 
are  not  of  this  fold:  them  also  I 
must  bring,  and  they  shall  hear 
my  voice;  and  there  shall  be  one 
fold,  and  one  shepherd." 

—John  10:16. 


Course  12: 

(Amos  assures  the  people  that 
God  speaks  to  them  through  a 
prophet.) 

"Surely  the  Lord  God  will  do 
nothing,  but  he  revealeth  his  secret 
unto  his  servants  the  prophets." 

— Amos  3:7. 


October  2, 3, 4, 1970 
General  Conference 


October  1,2,3, 1970 

Sunday  School 

Departmental  Sessions 


COMING    EVENTS 

October  2, 1970 

Sunday  School  Conference 

(General  Session) 


October  3, 1970 
Administrators  Breakfast* 


December  20, 1970 
Christmas  Worship  Service 


*For  stake  Sunday  School  superinten- 
dencies,  stake  presidencies,  and  high 
councilors  representing  Sunday  Schools, 
and  their  wives. 


THE  BEST  FROM  THE  PAST 


This  is  a  supplementary  chart  to  help  teachers  find 
good  lesson  helps  from  past  issues  of  The  Instructor. 
Available  magazines  are  B5<i  each.  Reprints  of  many  center- 
spread  pictures  and  flannelboard  cutouts  are  available  for 
10<^  each  from  The  Instructor  office. 

We  encourage  Latter-day  Saints  to  save  The  Instructor 
as  a  Sunday  School  teacher's  encyclopedia  of  gospel  material. 


Abbreviations  on  the  chart  are  as  follows: 
Numbers  indicate:    Year — month — page. 
Fbs — flannelboard  story.     Cs — centerspread. 
Isbc — inside  back  cover.     Osbc — outside  back  cover. 
Conv — Convention  Issue. 
CR — Centennial  Reprint. 
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Supermtendents 


by 
First  Asst.  General  Superintendent  Lynn  S,  Richards 

The  lives  of  eight  men  have  helped  establish, 
possibly  more  than  any  others,  guidelines  for  leader- 
ship in  the  successful  operation  of  the  Sunday 
School. 

The  characteristics  of  these  men,  like  "footprints 
on  the  sands  of  time,"  led  them,  as  they  can  and 
will  lead  others,  to  successful  summits. 

The  common  experience  of  each  is  that  he  was 
chosen  to  be  general  superintendent  of  the  Deseret 
Sunday  School  Union.  The  great  motivating  force 
for  each  has  been  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  his 
testimony  of  its  divinity.  And  each  has  sought  to 
bring  this  testimony  into  the  lives  of  Church  mem- 
bers. The  ways  they  have  worked  at  this  have  dif- 
fered somewhat,  for  each  has  had  his  own  identity 
and  dynamic  urge  for  action. 

Let  us  examine  a  few  qualities  which  made  them 
successful  as  great  leaders  in  the  Sunday  School 
cause.  Every  ward  and  stake  superintendent  will 
recognize  that  he  has  some,  if  not  all,  of  these  poten- 
tial traits  of  character. 

George  Q.   Cannon 

The  first  General  Superintendent  of  the  Deseret 
Sunday  School  Union  was  George  Q.  Cannon,  ap- 
pointed in  1867.  One  of  his  contemporaries  said: 

There  never  was  a  man  .  .  .  who  could  so  readily 
as  he  adapt  his  speech  to  convey  important  thoughts 
to  the  minds  of  little  children. .  .  .  An  intense  lover  of 
little  children  . . .  he  never  fails  to  give  a  liberal  share 
of  attention  to  the  little  ones,  with  whom  he  pleas- 


Inspiration 
from  the  Lives 
of  Eight  Men 


antly  converses.  .  .  .  His  career  .  .  .  is  a  powerful  ex- 
ample to  the  youth  of  the  inestimable  value  of  a 
steady,  conservative,  vigorous  and  strict  adherence 
to  duty,  whether  in  the  humbler  or  higher  ranks  of 
society,  in  achieving  success  in  life.^ 

.  .  .  He  has  sought  carefully  for  that  polish,  grace 
and  understanding  of  words  that  enable  him  to  ex- 
press his  thoughts  forcibly,  clearly,  and  in  plain  lan- 
guage that  the  people  generally  comprehend;  he 
exhibits  a  careful  avoidance  of  mystifying  phrases 
and  unwieldly  words.'^ 

Lorenzo  Snow 

George  Q.  Cannon  was  followed  as  general  super- 
intendent by  the  President  of  the  Church,  Lorenzo 
Snow,  who  was  appointed  May  9,  1901,  and  served 
until  his  death  on  October  10,  1901.  His  life  was  de- 
voted to  furthering  the  cause  of  idealism  among  the 
Latter-day  Saints.  He  had  a  delicate  and  sensitive 
nature,  with  an  artistic  spirit  and  refinement.  It  is 
said  that  he  sought  the  companionship  of  those  who 
were  refined  and  gentle.  In  his  firmness  there  was  a 
spirit  of  tolerance,  and  a  recognition  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  his  fellowmen.^ 

Orson  F.  Whitney  said  of  President  Snow: 

There  is  not  in  all  Utah,  nor  in  the  entire  West, 
a   more    interesting   personality    than    the   present 


i"George  Q.  Cannon,"  by  James  H.  Anderson;  from  Lives  of  Our 
Leaders,  a  series;  The  Juvenile  Instructor,  January  15,  1900,  pages 
34-39. 

^"George  Q.  Cannon,"  The  Juvenile  Instructor,  January  15,  1900, 
page  33. 

3See  "Editorial  Thoughts,"  The  Juvenile  Instructor,  November  1, 
1901,  page  656. 
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Prophet.  .  .  .  President  Snow  is  not  a  sanctimonious 
man;  he  could  not  be  a  fanatic  or  a  bigot  if  he  wished; 
he  is  too  well-balanced,  broad-minded,  and  charitable 
for  that.* 

Joseph  F.   Smith 

Joseph  F.  Smith,  the  father  of  President  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith,  was  sustained  as  President  of  the 
Church  October  17,  1901,  and  became  the  third  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School 
Union. 

President  Joseph  F,  Smith  was  a  nephew  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  His  father  was  Hyrum  Smith, 
who  was  martyred  with  the  Prophet. 

President  David  0.  McKay  said  of  him: 

Invincible  in  his  determination  to  choose  the  right 
and  to  defend  it;  powerful  in  resisting  temptations 
common  to  mankind;  though  naturally  quick  and 
fiery  in  disposition,  yet,  calm  and  dignified  in  the 
midst  of  calumny  and  persecution;  mighty  in  defense 
of  virtue  and  truth;  unexcelled  as  a  preacher  of 
righteousness;  unfaltering  in  his  devotion  to  his  fam- 
ily and  to  his  God — these  are  some  of  the  prominent 
characteristics  of  this  truly  great  man. 

.  .  .  His  was  the  nature  which  it  was  good  and 
pleasant  to  be  near.  He  had  such  a  pleasing  way  of 
making  everyone  feel  at  ease  in  his  company — the 
mark,  by  the  way,  of  the  true  gentleman.  .  .  .  Though 
the  greatest  among  us,  he  greeted  the  humblest  as 
his  equaV 

Dovid   O.  McKay 

The  fourth  general  Sunday  School  superintendent 
was  David  O.  McKay,  who  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Heber  J.  Grant  on  November  27,  1918.  One  of 
his  close  associates  in  the  Sunday  School  work  was 
A.  Hamer  Reiser,  who  describes  President  McKay's 
talents  for  motivating  and  inspiring  the  confidence 
of  people: 


Obedient  to  his  firm  respect  for  the  order  of  the 
Church,  his  counsel  to  members  has  always  been  to 
use  the  established  order,  to  go  to  bishops  and  stake 
presidents,  and  to  rely  upon  the  Lord.  His  advocacy 
of  overcoming  the  animal  nature  and  cultivating  the 
spiritual  nature;  his  encouragement  of  self-control 
and  of  reliance  upon  the  Lord;  his  advice  to  reject 
self  pity;  and  his  oft-repeated  encouragement  to  be- 
come "partakers  of  the  divine  nature^'  are  familiar 
themes  of  his  advice  to  individual  members  of  the 
Church.^ 

President  McKay  had  clearly  in  mind  the  pur- 
poses and  future  of  the  Sunday  School.  Among  oth- 

"The  Sunday  School  looks  forward  to  the  time 
when  in  every  class  in  Sunday  School,  the  principles 
of  punctuality,  courtesy,  self-control,  respect  for  au- 
thority, studiousness,  responsiveness  and  particularly 
reverence  and  worship,  will  so  impregnate  the  atmos- 
phere that  even  the  dullard,  by  absorption,  will  be 
benefited. 

"The  Sunday  School  looks  forward  to  the  time 
when  every  teacher  .  .  .  will  have  within  his  or  her 
mind  a  sincere  and  prayerful  desire  to  awaken  within 
at  least  one  heart  every  Simday  .  .  .  the  desire  to 
achieve  mastery  over  weak  and  selfish  indulgences 
...  a  hope  in  the  boys  to  become  noble  characters; 
in  the  girls,  to  become  modest,  beautiful  women  .  .  . 
to  awaken  a  love  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  obe- 
dience to  which  brings  happiness  in  this  life  and  sal- 
vation throughout  eternity."^ 

George  D.   Pyper 

On  October  30,  1934  George  D.  Pyper  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Heber  J.  Grant  as  fifth  general 
Sunday  School  superintendent  to  succeed  President 
David  O.  McKay.   For  16  years  he  had  served  in  the 

{Concluded  on  following  page.) 


^"Lorenzo  Snow,"  by  Orson  F.  Whitney,  from  Lives  of  Our  Lead- 
ers, a  series;  The  Juvenile  Instructor,  January  1,  1900,  page  1. 

6"Editorial  Thoughts,"  The  Juvenile  Instructor,  December,  1918, 
pages  634,  635. 


e"Sunday  School  Pioneer,"  by  A.  Hamer  Reiser,  The  Instructor, 
September,  1966,  page  336. 

''"President  David  O.  McKay  .  .  .  Father  of  the  Modern  Sunday 
School,"  by  George  R.  Hill,  The  Instructor,  September,  1960,  page  315. 
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superintendency  with  President  McKay.  Of  Brother 
Pyper,  President  Heber  J.  Grant  was  heard  to  say, 
"Not  only  [is  he]  inteUigent  and  forceful,  but  one 
of  the  kindest  and  most  sympathetic  men  I  have  ever 
known."®   President  David  0.  McKay  said  of  him: 

/  am  impelled  to  say  that  my  beloved  friend  and 
associate  had  one  of  the  most  evenly  balanced  temp- 
eraments of  all  men  I  have  ever  known.  From  the  cen- 
ter to  the  surface  of  his  nature  he  was  as  genuine 
and  pure  as  gold  ...  He  was  always  reserved,  un- 
pretentious, genial,  modest,  dignified;  his  advice 
wholesome,  his  judgment  sound.  If  given  an  offence 
he  would  never  retaliate.  He  was  open,  loyal,  true; 
of  humane  and  affable  demeanor;  generous  himself, 
and  in  his  judgment  of  others.  Faithful  to  his  word, 
as  to  law;  and  faithful  alike  to  his  friends  and  to 
God — these  .  .  .  attributes  made  him  a  true  follower 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior.^ 

He  sought  the  opinions  of  his  associates  about 
matters  of  importance.  He  always  erred  on  the  side 
of  charity  and  preferred  making  a  mistake  by  giving 
to  those  who  did  not  deserve  help,  rather  than  re- 
fusing someone  who  did. 

Milfon  Bennion 

The  sixth  general  Sunday  School  superintendent, 
Milton  Bennion,  was  appointed  March  2,  1943.  He 
had  33  years  of  Sunday  School  experience  before 
becoming  general  superintendent.  A  trained  pro- 
fessional educator,  he  headed  the  Sunday  School 
administration  through  World  War  II.  It  was  said 
of  him  by  a  prominent  non-Church  member,  "An 
hour  with  that  man  is  like  an  hour  in  church."" 

Brother  Bennion  was  most  practical.  He  insti- 
tuted the  supplements  to  manuals  so  that  teachers 
might  have  all  of  the  necessary  material  for  the  direc- 
tion of  classwork  in  their  hands.  He  reduced  The 
Instructor  to  a  pocket-size  edition.  He  was  a  man  of 
few  words.  By  nature  and  training  he  would  go  di- 
rectly to  the  heart  of  the  matter.  It  was  said  of  him, 
"His  own  spoken  and  written  words  had  been  few, 
but  they  had  been  golden — like  scripture."" 

George  R.   Hill 

Dr.  George  R,  Hill  was  the  seventh  general  Sun- 
day School  superintendent,  appointed  in  1949.  A 
scientist  and  professional  teacher,  he  laid  great  em- 


s"Tribute  to  Superintendent  George  D,  Pyper,"  by  Heber  J.  Grant, 
The  Instructor,  February,  1943,  page  67. 

"•"Closing  Scenes  of  a  Noble  Career,"  by  David  O.  McKay,  The 
Instructor,  February,  1943,  pages  67,  68. 

loHenry  Newman,  Ph.D.,  leader  of  the  Brooklyn  Ethical  Culture 
Society.  Quoted  in  "Our  New  Superintendent,"  by  Wendell  J.  Ai^hton, 
The  Instructor,  April,  1943,  page  177. 

ii"Milton  Bennion,"  by  Wendell  J.  Ashton,  The  Instructor,  July, 
1949,  page  312. 


phasis  upon  preparation  for  better  teaching.  On  one 
occasion  he  was  heard  to  say,  "Man  can  do  anything 
he  can  imagine."^^  This  attitude  of  the  general  super- 
intendent during  his  administration  was  a  great  mo- 
tivating force,  stimulated  by  his  keen  imagination. 
Of  him  is  said,  "Here  is  a  personahty  saturated  with 
youthful  exuberance  and  power.  To  be  in  his  pres- 
ence and  to  feel  the  influence  of  his  spirit  is  to  ex- 
perience something  remarkably  akin  to  the  growth- 
stirring  power  of  nature."^^  Milton  Bennion  said  of 
Superintendent  Hill,  "[He]  has  a  remarkable  com- 
bination of  personal  characteristics,  rairely  found  in 
one  individual.  .  .  .  No  child  is  too  young  to  enlist 
his  interest.  Truly  he  has  an  understanding  heart."^* 

David  Lawrence  McKay 

David  Lawrence  McKay  was  appointed  eighth 
general  superintendent  of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School 
Union  on  December  2,  1966.  (He  had  been  appointed 
to  the  Sunday  School  general  board  in  1944.)  His 
keen,  incisive  mind  and  precise  use  of  the  English  lan- 
guage have  characterized  his  administration.  No  Sun- 
day School  worker  who  has  ever  tried  has  failed  to 
obtain  the  ear  of  Superintendent  McKay.  One  of  his 
great  quaUties  is  that  he  has  a  disposition  to  listen. 
It  seems  his  earnest  desire  is  always  to  understand 
your  point  of  view. 

He  has  in  his  office  the  inscription  on  a  plaque, 
"Whate'er  thou  art,  act  well  thy  part."  This  verse 
comes  from  what  is  affectionately  kndwn  as  the 
David  O.  McKay  stone,  which  so  strongly  impressed 
his  father,  President  McKay,  as  a  missionary  in 
Scotland.  Superintendent  McKay  is  a  great  advocate 
of  discharging  responsibility  when  assigned.  When 
you  are  given  a  duty,  determine  the  best  way  to  dis- 
charge it.  This  concept  has  led  the  Sunday  School 
general  board  under  his  direction  to  develop  a  new 
teacher- training  program;  a  new  outline  form  for  the 
teachers'  supplements;  a  new  teaching  support  team 
for  assisting  teachers;  an  improved  supervisory 
method  for  upgrading  teachers;  a  more  inspirational 
way  to  conduct  Junior  Sunday  School;  and  more 
emphasis  on  pupil  activity  to  increase  learning  of 
gospel  principles. 

Superintendents  who  can  find  inspiration  from 
the  lives  of  these  great  leaders  and  who  can  follow 
their  examples  will  be  blessed  twice:  first,  through 
the  improvement  of  the  Sunday  School  work  for 
which  they  are  responsible;  and  second,  in  the  joy 
that  comes  through  a  service  well  performed. 


i^"George    Richard   Hill,"    by   A.    Hamer    Reiser,    The    Instructor, 
July,  1949,  page  313. 

^3"George  Richard  Hill,"  The  Instructor,  July,  1949,  page  315. 

i*"George    Richard    Hill,"    by    Milton    Bennion,    The    Instructor, 
October,  1949,  page  540. 
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INQUIRY 
TECHNIQUES 

by  J.  Hugh  Baird 

Enthusiastic  reports  on  the  use  of  "inquiry  les- 
sons"^  in  Church  classrooms  are  being  received  from 
teachers  of  all  age  groups.  Following  are  typical 
comments: 

"This  method  seems  to  create  more  interest  and 
keeps  the  attention  of  all  in  the  class.  To  use  a 
modem  expression,  Tt's  groovy.' " 

"This  has  been  the  best  thing  for  teaching  that 
our  ward  has  ever  had." 

"You  should  have  been  here.  Wow!  My  5-  and 
6-year-olds  were  very  enthusiastic." 

Choosing  an   Inquiry  Topic 

Although  it  is  common  knowledge  that  students 
learn  by  asking  questions,  the  teacher  must  train  his 
students  in  the  art  of  creative  inquiry.  Since  an  in- 
quiring attitude  must  be  developed,  it  is  especially 
important  that  the  teacher  be  selective  in  his  choice 
and  presentaion  of  an  "inquiry  topic."  There  are 
some  important  principles  to  be  considered  in  choos- 
ing an  inquiry  topic; 

1.  The  topic  must  not  be  vague  or  too  broadly 
conceived;  it  must  be  specific  enough  to  form  a  base 
from  which  the  students  can  begin  questioning.  Spe- 
cific concepts  like  "foreordination,"  "Christ's  atone- 
ment," etc.  make  interesting  topics;  and  students 
who  are  experienced  in  inquiry  may  enjoy  exploring 
their  wider  implications.  But  a  discussion  on  "Chris- 
tian living"  or  "the  teachings  of  Paul"  will  probably 
be  very  difficult  to  focus  through  inquiry. 

2.  The  topic  must  be  pertinent  to  the  area  of 
study  and  of  interest  to  the  class.  Nothing  deflates 
enthusiasm  for  inquiry  more  than  a  half-hour  spent 
identifying  a  topic  that  turns  out  to  be  trivial  or  ir- 
relevant. "So  we  found  out  that  this  is  a  picture  of 
a  Mormon  missionary  talking  to  a  new  convert  in 
Jalapa,  Mexico.  So  what?"  Unless  the  "so  what?" 
is  answered  in  the  discussion,  students  are  very  likely 


iSee  Sunday  School  faculty  meeting  lessons  for  October  and  No- 
vember; also  "Learn  the  Learning  Process,"  by  Darryl  R.  Townsend 
and  Jon  Young,   The  Instructor,  September,   1970,   page   336. 


For  Faculty  Meeting  Enrichment 

to  feel  bored  and  let  down  by  the  whole  idea  of  asking 
questions. 

Analysis  of  Questions 

What  points  should  be  covered  in  helping  stu- 
dents analyze  their  questioning?  Here  are  a  few  help- 
ful guidelines: 

1.  Students  will  often  begin  questioning  quite 
blindly  and  haphazardly,  without  ever  determining 
exactly  what  it  is  they  are  trying  to  find  out,  or  how 
they  can  plan  questions  to  focus  systematically  on 
the  topic.  You  can  help  the  class  discover  the  im- 
portance of  organizing  questions  so  that  general  ques- 
tions are  asked  first,  followed  by  more  specific  ques- 
tions. For  example,  if  students  find  out  that  it  was 
important  to  discover  the  place  from  which  a  person 
originated,  instead  of  beginning  by  naming  countries, 
they  might  ask,  "Is  he  from  a  country  in  the  Eastern 
Hemisphere?  In  Asia?  In  the  eastern  area  of  Asia? 
In  Japan?"  Using  this  method,  one  question  can 
eliminate  a  substantial  number  of  alternatives. 

2.  You  can  also  help  students  see  that  before 
pursuing  a  line  of  questioning  on  a  topic  they  are 
trying  to  identify,  it  is  always  wise  to  ask  if  the  in- 
formation that  could  be  derived  from  the  answer  is 
helpful.  For  example,  before  asking  six  or  seven  ques- 
tions to  determine  the  origin  of  an  unknown  man,  a 
student  could  ask,  "Would  it  help  us  to  know  which 
country  he  was  from?" 

3.  You  can  help  students  spot  places  in  the  dis- 
cussion where  they  have  learned  that  something  was 
important,  but  then,  instead  of  pursuing  it,  have  let 
other  students  begin  to  ask  questions  along  another 
line.  You  can  point  out  that  if  it  becomes  necessary 
to  leave  a  line  of  questioning,  it  should  be  done  pur- 
posefully and  then  returned  to  as  soon  as  possible. 

4.  You  can  help  students  discover  that  there  is 
one  trick  they  must  always  be  aware  of  when  receiv- 
ing a  "yes"  answer,  and  that  is  to  follow  up  by  asking, 
"Is  that  the  only  thing  it  is?"  For  example,  a  typical 
line  of  questioning  concerning  Alma  on  his  mission 
would  be: 

1.  Was  Alma  in  the  prison  when  the  walls 

came  down?  Yes. 

2.  Was  Alma  the  only  one  in  the  prison?  No. 

3.  Could  we  find  out  who  else  was  in  the 
prison  with  him?   Yes. 

4.  You  can  lead  students  who  have  a  habit  of 
not  listening  to  other  questions  to  see  that  they  are 
often  taking  time  needlessly  to  repeat  questions  that 
have  already  been  answered. 

6.  To  end  an  inquiry  analysis,  you  can  help  stu- 
dents summarize  by  asking  them  what  they  would  do 
differently  to  improve  their  questioning  for  next  time. 
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Our  AVorshipful 
Hyinii  Practice 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  December 


Hymn:  "While  Shepherds  Watched 
Their  Flocks  by  Night";  author,  Nahum 
Tate;i  Yorkshire  melody;  Hymns — The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  No.  222. 

As  indicated,  this  carol — for  that 
is  what  it  is — comes  from  the  area 
of  Yorkshire  in  north-central  Eng- 
land, the  locality  one  associates 
with  holiday  festivity — good  food, 
dance,  and  song.  The  term  "carol" 
itself,  in  the  present  spelling,  is  of 
middle-English  derivation;  and  al- 
though it  formerly  referred  to  any 
song  of  joyous  nature,  it  is  now 
associated  more  with  the  season  of 
Christmas  than  any  other  time  or 
occasion. 

We  must  realize  that  even  before 
the  time  of  Christ  dance  and  song 
were  closely  allied  in  religious 
ritual,  and  this  dance  element  is 
strongly  felt  in  many  of  the  carols, 
including  this  one.  How  important 
it  is,  then,  that  the  lilting  nature 
of  this  piece  be  maintained  by  a 
buoyant,  lively  performance,  full  of 
the  joy  inherent  in  the  season  of 
Christmas! 

It  is  perhaps  unfortunate  that 
almost  every  aspect  of  life  during 
the  month  or  more  prior  to  Christ- 
mas seems  now  to  be  accompanied 
by  recordings,  often  by  inadequate 
performers,  of  the  familiar  Christ- 
mas carols.  Because  of  this  almost 
constant  repetition  of  these  origi- 
nally lovely  and  heart-warming 
melodies,  the  danger  exists  that 
they  may  become  tiresome.  We  are 
acutely  aware  that  they  are  often 
used  by  individuals  and  media 
whose  interests  have  httle  to  do 
with  the  celebration  of  Christ's 
birth  from  a  spiritual  standpoint, 

^See  J.  Spencer  Cornwall,  Stories  of  Our 
Mormon  Hymns;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,   1961;    page  229. 
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but  rather,  in  one  form  or  another, 
as  means  for  making  money. 
Would  that  we  might  all  capture, 
every  year,  that  magic  we  knew  as 
children  at  the  hearing  of  this 
wonderful  music! 

The  hymn  under  consideration 
certainly  does  not  suffer  from  over- 
familiarity,  but  it  is  a  delightful 
piece  of  music  which  should  be 
loved  by  children  and  adults  alike. 
It  is  a  paraphrase  of  verses  8 
through  15  from  the  second  chapter 
of  Luke — perhaps  the  most  fre- 
quently quoted  and  best  loved  pas- 
sage of  scripture  dealing  with  the 
nativity  of  the  Savior. 

It  has  often  been  mentioned  in 
these  articles  that  successful  con- 
gregational singing  cannot  be 
achieved  without  competent  musi- 
cians in  charge.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
these  are  well-trained  musicians, 
but  if  not,  at  least  that  they  are 
musicians  who  are  sensitive  to  tem- 
po, style,  rhythm,  and  nuance,  as 
well  as,  of  course,  the  text! 

This  hymn  calls  for  72  beats  per 
minute,  or  at  least  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. While  this  is  not  a  rapid 
pace,  we  must  realize  that  there  are 
twice  that  many  quarter-notes  per 
minute,  since  the  meter  signature 
indicates  that  a  half-note,  or  its 
equivalent,  receives  one  beat.  Note 
also  that  the  quarter-notes  pre- 
dominate throughout  the  song, 
with  half -notes  only  at  the  ca- 
dences, and  eighth-notes  added  for 
a  sort  of  "skipping"  effect  from 
time  to  time.  What  this  should 
mean  to  one  studying  the  music  is 
that  while  the  subject  of  the  birth 
of  Christ  is  manifestly  serious,  the 
happiness  of  the  occasion  is  being 
dealt  with  here,  and  the  approach 


to  the  music  must  be  in  agreement 
with  that  idea. 

Therefore,  conductors,  hold  the 
baton  fairly  high  to  indicate  a 
bright,  lilting  character  to  the  mu- 
sic, and  allow  the  wrist  to  be  re- 
laxed so  that  the  quarter-notes 
may  be  clearly  outlined.  The  di- 
mensions of  the  conducting  pattern 
should  not  be  large,  if  the  proper 
interpretation  is  to  be  achieved. 
The  organist  will  need  to  articulate 
the  repeated  notes.  This  technique 
(discussed  in  Guidebook  for  Or- 
ganists), together  with  strong  and 
accurate  rhythm,  will  produce  a 
satisfactory  background  for  sing- 
ing. 

Only  one  small  problem  exists 
regarding  the  text,  and  this  occurs 
in  the  third  stanza.  Make  sure  it 
is  understood  that  the  sense  of  the 
words  is  "a  shining  throng  of 
angels  .  .  .  who  thus  addressed 
their  joyful  song"  rather  than 
"God,  who  thus  addressed  .  .  ."  In 
order  to  do  this,  there  must  be  a 
slight  break  after  the  word  "God." 

Enjoy  the  hymn  with  your  con- 
gregation, and  have  a  Merry 
Christmas! 

— Ralph  Woodward. 

December  Sacrament  Gems 

Senior  Sunday  School 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life."^ 

Junior  Sunday  School 
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Junior  Sunday  School 

Music  Period  for 
the  Month  of  December 

Music  (from  Christmas  program): 
"Silent  Night,"  Hymns— The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No. 
160;  "We  Wish  You  a  Merry  Christ- 
mas," Sing  With  Me,  page  F-8. 

Last  month  we  outlined  seven 
pieces  needed  for  the  Junior  Sun- 
day School  Christmas  program  and 
suggested  appropriate  learning 
activities  for  "The  Family  at 
Christmas"  and  "0  Come  Little 
Children,"  both  printed  in  The 
Instructor,  pages  340-342.  Of  the 
five  remaining  numbers,  learning 
activities  for  three  were  discussed 
in  previous  issues  of  The  Instruc- 
tor, as  follows: 

"Hosannah,"  January,  1968, 
page  23. 

"Christmas  Night,"  September, 
1969,  page  337. 

"Away  in  a  Manger,"  October, 
1969,  page  379. 

The  remaining  two  pieces  are 
discussed  below. 

"Silent  Night" 

As  printed  in  our  hymnal,  this 
hymn  is  too  high  for  many  chil- 
dren to  sing  in  a  quiet,  lullaby-like 
manner.  Many  children  strain  to 
sing  the  last  line  and  giggle  at  the 
funny  sounds  their  voices  make — 
just  when  the  text  is  intoning 
"Sleep  in  heavenly  peace."  Due  to 
the  wide  range  of  the  melody  there 
is  no  completely  satisfactory  solu- 
tion. Four-part  singing — the  adult 
solution  to  the  problem — ^is  not 
practical  for  Junior  Sunday  School. 
Our  recommendation  is  to  use  the 
version  printed  in  the  key  of  A,  as 
shown  opposite.  The  ending  will 
be  low,  but  the  rest  of  the  hymn 
will  be  enhanced. 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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To  keep  the  atmosphere  of  a 
lullaby,  have  the  children  hum  and 
do  hand  phrases  in  two-measure 
groupings:  ^q 


Silent  Night!  Holy  Night! 

)0- 


All  is  calm;  all  is  bright 


Round  yon  virgin  .  .  .  etc. 

Use  appropriate  visual  aids  and 
questions  with  each  text  idea  to 
establish  the  proper  concepts  and 
avoid  typical  misperceptions  such 
as  "round  John  Virgint."  Use  echo 
singing  on  each  phrase  to  make 
sure  the  children  are  forming  cor- 
rect words — that  is,  have  them 
listen  to  short  fragments  and  then 
echo  them  for  your  inspection. 

If  string  chordal  accompaniment 
is  available,  this  hymn  requires 
only  three  different  chords,  as  given 
in  the  printed  version  on  page  383. 
Use  only  two  slow,  quiet  strums 
per  measure.  The  guitar  can  readi- 
ly play  in  the  key  of  A;  for  auto- 
harp  the  hymn  will  need  to  be 
played  one  step  lower — in  the  key 
of  G.  (When  this  hymn  was  first 
performed  publicly  in  the  Tyrolean 
village  church  at  Oberdorf,  Decem- 
ber 24,  1818,  it  was  sung  to  quiet 
guitar  accompaniment.)  Teach  as 
many  verses  as  the  children  can 
learn  well  and  sing  back  without 
help  in  the  time  available. 

"We  Wish  You  a  Merry  Christmas" 

Without  dampening  the  enthu- 
siastic nature  of  this  tune,  let  us 
help  the  children  understand  the 
kind  of  feeling  which  motivates  one 
person  to  honestly  and  sincerely 
wish  another  person  a  "Merry 
Christmas!" — ^based  upon  the  joy- 


ousness  he  feels  because  of  the 
birth  of  our  Savior.  To  achieve  this 
in  a  Sabbath  Day  school  we  might 
well  OMIT  the  verses  referring  to 
"figgy  pudding"  and  threats  if  we 
don't  get  some  (the  portion  within 
the  repeat  marks).  The  children 
will  need  help  with  the  meaning  of 
"kin."  Can  you  explain  it  through 
questions,  by  referring  to  relatives 
in  the  Sunday  School?  ("Billy  and 
Sally  are  kin,  but  Mervin  and  Dale 
are  not  kin.  What  do  you  suppose 
'kin'  means?") 

Musical  features  to  be  brought 
out  through  child  experiences  are: 
the  phrase  sequences  rising  one 
step  higher  with  each  repetition  of 
"We  wish  you  a  merry  Christmas"; 
the  swing  of  threes,  illustrated  by 
singing  slowly  with  the  CLAP-snap- 
snap  hand  responses,  gradually  in- 
creasing the  tempo  until  the  music 


swings  in  ones;  the  broader  nature 
of  "Good  tidings  we  bring  .  .  and  a 
Happy  New  Year!"  before  return- 
ing to  the  first  of  the  song,  omit- 
ting verses  1,  2,  and  3  (our  recom- 
mendation above),  and  ending  at 
Fine  at  the  end  of  the  second  bar. 

During  the  months  of  November 
and  December  you  may  want  to 
ask  if  inspirational  presentations 
could  be  shortened  to  allow  a  few 
extra  minutes  for  the  music  period. 
At  any  rate  it  will  be  imperative  to 
see  that  there  is  time  for  review 
of  and  familiarization  with  each  of 
the  seven  Christmas  program  num- 
bers at  least  once  each  Sunday. 

And  finally,  from  the  Child  Area 
committee  of  the  Sunday  School 
general  board,  "We  wish  you  a 
Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New 
Year!" 

— D.  Evan  Davis. 


CORRECTION 

The  bell  notation  to  "0  Come  Little  Children,"  page  340 
of  the  September  issue,  should  read: 

GGEGG        EGF  DFE 

O  come,  lit-tle  chil-dren,  O  come,  one  and  all 

GGEGGEGFDF        E 
O  come   to   the  cra-dle  in  Beth-le-hem's   stall! 

EDDDFFF       EEEA 

And  see  what  the  Fa-ther  from  Heav'n  high  a-bove 

AG       GGCGEF       EDC 
Has  sent  us  to-night  as       a  proof  of  His  love. 

On  page  341  a  new  song,  "The  Family  at  Christmas,"  was 
presented  for  use  in  both  Junior  and  Senior  Sunday  School 
Christmas  programs.  For  Junior  Sunday  School  it  should  be 
taught  as  a  unison  song,  and  not  as  a  two-part  song  as  printed. 
The  children  will  learn  the  melody  only,  which  is  notated  as: 

The  lower  staff  of  the  first  phrase 

The  upper  staff  of  the  second  phrase 

The  lower  staff  of  the  third  phrase 

The  upper  staff  of  the  fourth  phrase 

The  upper  staff  of  the  remainder  of  the  song. 
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I  have  been  asked,  ''Why  is  it  necessary  to 
define  objectives  in  Sunday  School  manuals  in 
behavorial  terms?  Doesn't  this  make  the  ob- 
iectives  very  trite?"  "What  about  the  feelings 
of  the  student?  Aren't  feelings  as  important  as 
what  a  person  does?"  "Why  do  objectives  re- 
flect the  behavior  of  a  student?  Why  don't  the 
objectives  describe  the  behavior  of  the  teach- 
er?" "Why  are  behavior  objectives  important 
to  us  now,  when  we  have  been  teaching  for 
years  with  concepts  defined  for  us  in  lessons, 
and  we've  been  able  to  teach  effectively?"  "Why 
didn't  Christ  use  behavior  objectives  when  he 
taught,  if  these  are  so  important?" 


Why  Behavior 
Objectives? 

by  Etkna  R.  Reid 

To  Know  and  to  Understand 

A  behavior  objective  describes  what  a  student 
will  be  able  to  do  as  a  result  of  the  interaction  of  the 
teacher  and  student  during  a  lesson.  Many  years 
ago  persons  who  were  concerned  with  evaluation  and 
testing  saw  the  importance  of  focusing  on  a  clearly 
stated  objective  to  describe  a  desired  outcome  of  in- 
struction, A  pioneer  in  this  effort  was  Ralph  W. 
Tyler.  Writing  in  1930  he  stated,  "Two  problems  are 
involved  in  formulating  the  objectives  of  a  particular 
course.  One  is  to  get  a  list  of  objectives  which  is 
reasonably  complete;  that  is,  which  includes  all  of 
the  important  objectives  to  be  reached.  The  other  is 
to  state  the  objectives  in  such  clear  and  definite  terms 
that  they  can  serve  as  a  guide  in  the  making  of  the 
examination  questions."^ 

Teachers  usually  want  to  know  whether  students 
have  learned  anything  as  a  result  of  their  efforts. 
Evaluation  measures  the  achievement  of  the  learner. 
Without  some  idea  as  to  the  purposes  or  objectives 
of  a  class,  how  can  a  teacher  measure  student 
achievement? 

Statements  of  objectives,  if  they  are  to  be  used 
as  a  basis  to  evaluate  students'  achievements,  need 
to  define  clearly  (no  glittering  generalities)  the  exact 


behavior  the  student  is  expected  to  exhibit,  when 
and  how  often  he  is  to  exhibit  this  behavior,  and  the 
conditions  under  which  he  will  exhibit  it. 

Dr.  Robert  Mager  says  that  the  two  terms  "to 
know"  and  "to  understand"  can  help  to  frame 
only  vague  and  nebulous  objectives,  and  that  they 
are  useless  as  guides  to  teachers  in  recognizing  the 
ultimate  behavior  of  the  student  following  the  les- 
son. How  are  we  to  know  when  he  knows?  Dr.  Mager 
says  that  objectives,  to  communicate  intent,  will 
describe  what  the  learner  will  be  doing  when  dem- 
onstrating his  achievement,  describe  the  conditions 
under  which  he  will  demonstrate  competence,  and 
define,  usually,  the  lower  limit  of  acceptable  per- 
formance.^ 

To  Live  a  Commandment 

Our  Savior's  teachings  describe  for  us  what  the 
learner  is  to  be  doing  when  he  has  achieved  the  skills 
to  live  a  commandment.  His  teachings  contain  the 
conditions  under  which  we  would  demonstrate  com- 
petence and  they  define  an  acceptable  performance 
level. 

When  Jesus  was  asked  by  a  lawyer,  "Master, 
what  shall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life?"  Jesus  an- 
swered, "What  is  written  in  the  law?  how  readest 
thou?"  The  lawyer  answered:  "Thou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
soul,  and  with  all  thy  strength,  and  with  all  thy 
mind;  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  The  lawyer  con- 
tinued questioning,  "And  who  is  my  neighbor?" 

Jesus  now  describes  the  behavior  of  him  who 
would  inherit  eternal  hfe.  He  describes  what  the  per- 
son is  doing  when  demonstrating  "loving  his  neigh- 
bor," the  condition  under  which  he  demonstrates 
such  competence,  and  the  lower  limits  of  acceptable 
performance.   (See  Luke  10:25-37.) 

He  who  loves  his  neighbor  is  one  who  would  bind 
a  stranger's  wounds,  sacrifice  his  own  transportation 
to  carry  the  injured  man,  take  him  to  an  inn,  spend 
the  night  with  him,  and  leave  money  for  him  to  be 
taken  care  of  until  he  is  recovered.  He  would  do  this 
without  hesitation,  even  though  the  wounded  man 
was  a  Jew  and  he  was  a  Samaritan  (one  despised  of 
the  Jews). 

When  Jesus  was  asked  if  one  should  forgive  an- 
other "seven"  times,  he  said  "no,"  but  "seventy 
times  seven"  (his  minimum  acceptable  performance). 
He  was  dissatisfied  with  ninety-nine  percent  achieve- 
ment in  saving  man — not  one  soul  can  be  lost! 

He  taught  us  that  it  was  nothing  to  love  our 
friends,  those  people  we  Hked  because  we  saw  eye- 
to-eye  with  them,  but  that  we  should  love  our  ene- 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 


iRalph    W.    Tyler,    Constructing    Achievement    Tests,    Ohio    State 
University,  Columbus,  Ohio,  1934;   page  16.  Used  by  permission. 


^See  Robert  F.  Mager,  Preparing  Instructional  Objectives;  Fearon 
Publishers,  Palo  Alto,  California;  page  52. 
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mies  and  do  good  to  them  that  hate  us.  We  should 
lend  to  those  who  cannot  repay  us — ^what  thanks 
have  we  for  lending  to  those  of  whom  we  hope  to  re- 
ceive? We  are  to  invite  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the 
lame,  and  blind  to  dinner — not  those  who  can  afford 
to  invite  us.  For  those  who  smite  one  of  our  cheeks, 
we  are  to  offer  the  other;  to  him  who  takes  our  coat, 
we  are  to  offer  our  cloak,  too.  This  describes  the  ac- 
ceptable performance  for  those  who  would  demon- 
strate "mercy." 

Our  Values  Are  Shown  by  Our  Actions 

Attitudes,  values,  feelings  are  portrayed  in  our 
actions.  Because  objectives  describe  behavior,  they 
do  not  preclude  representing  or  portraying  feelings. 
In  the  Deseret  News  the  following  item  appeared: 

A  16-year-old  German,  his  legs  blown  off  by  a 
mine  in  the  Communist  "death  strip,"  bled  out  his 
life  on  the  East-West  German  border  within  sight  of 
guards  on  both  sides  who  feared  to  help  him  — 

"Help,  you  East  Germans — get  me  out  of  here. 
.  .  .  Pve  done  nothing  wrong.  I'm  just  16  years  old. 
...  I  don't  want  to  die,"  the  youth  cried .... 

Then  the  youth  screamed,  "You  West  Germans, 
please  save  me.  .  .  .  Don't  you  hear  me?  I'm  bleed- 
ing to  death."  But  the  West  Germans  didn't  budge. 

The  poor  boy  kept  crying  for  help.  His  cries  got 
weaker  and  weaker.  As  darkness  fell,  the  East  Ger- 
mans brought  up  powerful  floodlights.  The  youth 
twitched  in  agony  under  their  dazzling  glare.  By 
7  p.m.  he  stopped  moving  and  his  cries  stopped.^ 

Why  was  no  one  this  boy's  neighbor?  Beliefs  or 
values  prevented  men  from  behaving  in  the  way  our 
Savior  would  have  them  behave. 

Feelings  and  Beliefs 

Behavior  objectives  need  not  be  trite.  It  is  true 
teachers  cannot  see  all  behavior  during  a  class  period, 
but  they  observe  their  students  in  many  settings  dur- 
ing the  week.  They  participate  with  them  at  sacra- 
ment meeting,  in  ward  bazaars,  dinners,  and  break- 
fasts; they  meet  them  at  the  grocery  store,  drive 
them  home  from  school,  watch  them  play  ball  at 
tournaments,  see  them  in  ward  dramas  and  musical 
events.  They  get  reports  from  them  and  listen  to 
their  discussions  in  Sunday  School  and  at  parties. 

Teachers  can  help  children  and  youth  become 
aware  of  and  talk  about  their  feelings.  How  does  one 
feel  when  he  is  involved  in  an  act  of  love?  A  friend's 
three-year-old  son  told  his  parents  that  certain  boys 
were  his  friends.  "Why  are  they  your  friends?"  his 
parents  asked.  "They're  my  friends  because  they 
like  me,"  Bradley  answered.  "How  do  you  know  they 
like  you?"  "Because  they  ask  me  to  play  with  them." 

^sNovember  29.  1968  (UPI). 


Bradley's  parents  are  helping  him  at  an  early  age 
to  put  into  words  his  feelings,  and  he  is  beginning 
to  recognize  that  they  are  largely  based  upon  his  or 
others'  actions. 

Many  people  claim  feelings  and  beliefs  which  are 
belied  by  their  actions.  James  said:  "Faith  without 
works  is  dead."  (James  2:26.)  The  Savior  said,  "If 
ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments."  (John  14: 15.) 
Our  values  are  clearly  portrayed  in  the  things  we  do. 

Aids  for  the  Teacher 

It  is  true,  stating  an  objective  behaviorally  does 
not  make  it  important.  There  are  standards  to  be 
applied  to  an  objective  to  determine  if  it  is  of  value 
for  a  person  to  achieve. 

It  is  true  that  behavior  must  be  practiced  many 
times  over  if  it  is  to  grow  and  become  a  part  of  our 
repertoire  of  responses,  and  there  might  not  be  suf- 
ficient time  for  students  to  practice  a  behavior  that 
often  during  one  class  period.  A  teacher's  concern 
for  his  students  learning  to  live  gospel  principles  will 
keep  him  continually  reviewing,  assessing,  and  pro- 
viding practices  each  Sunday  of  behavior  patterns  to 
be  learned  during  the  year. 

It  is  also  true  that  we  have  had  many  excellent 
teachers  for  many  years  in  the  Church  who  did  not 
have  objectives  written  for  them  in  behavioral  terms. 
Some  teachers  are  able  to  provide  relevant  learning 
experiences  for  students  based  on  the  concept  or 
idea  identified  in  the  lessons.  They  have  taken  the 
time  to  see  that  lessons  have  become  behavioralized 
in  their  students'  lives. 

Student  objectives  written  in  behavioral  terms  do 
not  guarantee  better  teaching.  They  are  aids,  how- 
ever, to  help  the  teacher  evaluate  a  student's  abilities 
and  needs,  and  then  determine  his  growth. 

Objectives  which  describe  what  the  teacher  should 
do  in  presenting  a  lesson  also  need  to  be  expressed  in 
behavioral  terms.  We  often  expect  certain  behavior 
from  students  and  yet  we  as  teachers  do  not  provide 
a  learning  situation  for  them  which  helps  them  master 
the  behavior.  For  instance,  a  teacher  might  present 
a  lesson  as  a  lecture  or  tell  it  as  a  story  when  the  be- 
havior of  the  students  can  only  be  acquired  through 
an  experience  with  objects  or  through  a  problem- 
solving  situation.  The  objectives  for  the  students, 
then,  are  not  achieved  because  the  teacher  did  not 
adequately  determine  what  his  own  behavior  (meth- 
od of  presentation)  should  have  been. 

It  is  only  as  we  "do"  or  "say"  that  we  learn. 
Behavior  objectives  help  teachers  (whether  they  are 
teachers  of  teachers,  adults,  youth,  or  children)  to 
recognize  whether  their  students  are  "doing" — rthat 
is,  whether  they  are  living  the  gospel. 
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Art  hy  Dale  Kilbourn. 


It  was  cold,  there  were  snowdrifts  on  the  roads.  But  it  was  Christmas!  And 
from  the  lonely  camps  and  ranches  round  about  they  came — the  sheepherders, 
prospectors,  ranchers,  and  cowboys,  to  celebrate  in  Caineville  .  .  . 

A  CHRISTMAS 
TO  REMEMBER 

by  Thomas  Elliott  Moss 


The  winter  of  1911  was  a  bleak  one  for  the  people 
of  Caineville,  Utah.  Far  off  the  beaten  trails,  their 
main  money  crop  was  alfalfa;  and  that  year  they 
hadn't  raised  enough  to  sell  to  cattlemen. 
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The  river  from  which  they  got  their  water  was 
officially  named  the  Fremont  because  John  Charles 
Fremont  had  once  passed  that  way  on  a  trip  to  Cal- 
ifornia. But  the  settlers  called  it  the  Dirty  Devil 
because  of  its  turbulent,  muddy  floods  that  rushed 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 


OCTO  B  ER     1970 


387 


A   CHRISTMAS   TO   REMEMBER     (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


down  after  heavy  rains  in  the  mountains  and  washed 
out  their  irrigation  dams. 

Those  people  didn't  have  a  government  reclama- 
tion service  for  their  irrigation  project;  they  had  to 
build  their  dams  with  their  own  labor,  sweat,  and 
horsepower.  There  was  womanpower  too,  as  those 
hardy  women  withstood  hardships  to  stand  by  their 
men  and  be  homemakers.  While  the  men  were  work- 
ing on  the  dam,  women  and  children  hauled  water 
in  barrels  to  irrigate  small  gardens  and  fruit  trees. 
Somehow  they  did  raise  enough  fruit,  vegetables,  and 
chickens  to  make  a  living. 

At  that  time  Wayne  County  was  known  to  the 
outside  world  because  not  very  many  years  before  a 
gang  of- outlaws  known  as  The  Wild  Bunch  had  had 
a  hideout  there  called  Robbers'  Roost.  But  the  set- 
tlers who  were  farming  the  tillable  land  along  the 
river  were  hard-working,  honest.  God-fearing  people. 
They  were  poor,  but  that  couldn't  stop  them  from 
celebrating  Christmas. 

They  didn't  have  enough  money  to  send  out  to 
buy  toys  for  the  children,  so  the  men  made  home- 
made ones  at  night  after  the  children  had  gone  to 
bed.  The  women  got  together  enough  material  to 
make  rag  dolls  and  some  clothes.  The  men  cut  down 
a  Christmas  tree  in  the  mountains  and  laboriously 
hauled  it  down  the  steep  slopes  and  across  the  desert 
to  Caineville.  After  it  was  set  up  in  the  one-room 
schoolhouse,  the  women  decorated  it  with  homemade 
ornaments. 

They  got  substantial  help  from  Arthur  Meeks,  a 
bishop  of  the  Church.  He  had  property  in  Caineville 
but  lived  in  Bicknell,  which  is  up  past  what  is  now 
the  famous  Capitol  Reef  National  Monument.  Bishop 
Meeks  was  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  and 
was  one  of  the  finest  men  I  ever  knew.  I  often  won- 
der how  he  found  time  to  do  the  many  helpful  things 
he  did. 

Somehow  word  went  out  to  lonely  camps  and 
ranches  about  our  celebration,  and  the  day  before 
Christmas  people  came  in  from  many  miles  away. 
It  was  cold,  there  were  snowdrifts  on  the  roads,  but 
they  came — ^in  wagons  and  on  horseback.  There  were 
sheepherders,  prospectors,  ranch  people,  and  cow- 


boys. All  were  made  welcome,  and  there  were  hand- 
clasps of  friendship. 

The  women  had  managed  to  store  enough  pump- 
kins and  fruit  in  the  winter  cellar  to  b£ike  pies,  and 
there  were  some  vegetables  too.  A  sheepman  donated 
mutton  and  a  cattleman  brought  a  front  quarter  of 
beef.  The  meal  we  had  was  fit  for  a  king. 

After  dinner  there  was  a  program  of  songs  and 
recitations.  Nearly  everybody  took  part.  The  songs 
we  sang  were  as  sweet  as  any  ever  sung  in  a  fashion- 
able city  church. 

After  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  a  sermon  was 
preached  that  was  as  eloquent  as  any  I  ever  heard. 
It  brought  us  a  story  that  never  grows  old — the 
story  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  We  received  a 
message  that  we  all  wanted  to  hear. 

The  rule  about  waiting  for  Christmas  morning  to 
hand  out  gifts  was  broken.  The  children  were  made 
happy  with  the  homemade  toys  and  presents  at  the 
foot  of  the  tree;  toys  and  presents  fashioned  by  hard 
work  and  loving  care. 

Then  most  of  us  went  for  a  ride  in  wagon  boxes 
mounted  on  sled  runners.  The  snow-clad  hills  and 
valley  were  like  a  fairyland  in  the  moonlight.  Bells 
fastened  to  the  horses'  harnesses  rang  out  clear  in  the 
night  air,  as  if  heralding  peace  on  earth,  goodwill  to 
men.  From  a  distant  ridge  came  the  serenade  of 
coyotes,  as  if  they  too  were  singing  their  own  kind  of 
Christmas  carols. 

Everybody  was  quiet  when  the  drivers  reined  the 
horses  to  a  stop.  Then  an  old  man,  one  who  had 
helped  build  many  irrigation  dams  only  to  see  them 
destroyed  by  flash  floods,  held  up  his  hand  for  at- 
tention. 

"Listen,"  he  said,  as  he  stood  bareheaded,  his 
white  hair  gleaming  in  the  moonlight.  "We  may  not 
have  much  in  the  way  of  worldly  goods,  but  tonight 
is  a  joyous  occasion  for  us.  If  we  really  listen  we  can 
hear  the  song  of  the  angels,  just  as  it  was  heard  when 
Christ  was  born  almost  2,000  years  ago!" 

It  seemed  to  me  that  there  was  an  unseen  pres- 
ence on  that  lonely  desert  59  years  ago,  something 
that  raised  our  spirits  above  our  troubles.  And  I 
know  that  we  did  hear  the  song  of  the  angels. 
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NO  GIFTS? 


by  Milton  L.  Weilenma/mi 


From  the  vantage  point  of  one's  middle  years  it 
is  exciting  and  stimulating  to  look  back  at  the  Mount 
Everests  in  our  life — the  high  points  of  our  existence 
— the  lesson-makers  of  our  mortality. 

In  1960  our  family  experienced  one  of  these  high 
points.  During  the  month  of  October  I  was  called  by 
President  David  O.  McKay  to  preside  over  the  Alas- 
kan-Canadian Mission.  It  was  newly  organized,  and 
no  mission  home  existed.  I  was  asked  to  find  a  suit- 
able home,  and  prayerful  search  of  the  great  city  of 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  led  me  to  a  stately 
mansion  on  Connaught  Drive.  Built  by  a  family 
prominent  in  the  lumber  and  fishing  industries  in 
Canada,  it  was  now  unoccupied  and  darkened.  Con- 
structed along  the  lines  of  a  great  English  manor 
house,  its  ballroom  had  witnessed  receptions  for  two 
Presidents  of  the  United  States  and  many  Prime 
Ministers  of  Canada.  Royalty  had  entered  through 
its  massive  oak  front  door. 

Yes,  the  family  who  owned  it  would  sell  it  to 
the  Church.  But  with  one  stipulation — it  could  not 
be  occupied  by  its  new  owners  until  Christmas  Eve, 
because  on  the  23rd  of  December,  1960,  the  family 
who  had  built  the  home  and  loved  it  wanted  to  come 
back  to  hold  one  final  great  dance  in  its  ballroom. 
It  would  glitter  once  more  for  its  original  owners. 
We  could  have  it  on  Christmas  Eve  after  the  great 
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Art  by  Travis  Winn. 

men  of  Vancouver  and  their  ladies  had  bid  the  home 
farewell. 

Such  a  plan  for  purchase  was  agreeable  to  the 
Church,  and  on  the  night  of  the  day  before  Christmas 
Eve  the  great  ball  was  held.  Five  massive  Christmas 
trees  were  placed  in  the  home. 

On  the  day  before  Christmas  we  moved  in — my 
wife,  six  children,  and  I.  Save  for  those  five  trees, 
a  great  dining  table  with  18  chairs  in  the  dining 
room,  and  four  double  beds  in  the  bedrooms,  the 
house  was  vacant.  Our  furniture,  together  with  the 
gifts  we  had  purchased  for  each  other — all  the  usual 
things  one  has  for  the  celebration  of  Christmas — ^were 
on  a  moving  van  somewhere  between  Salt  Lake  City 
and  Vancouver.  Suddenly  we  realized  that  even 
though  the  trees  filled  the  house  with  the  smell  of 
pine,  and  holly  red  with  berries  grew  profusely  out- 
side the  front  door,  on  the  morrow  no  presents  would 
be  found  under  any  of  the  resplendent  Christmas 
trees.  Were  we  to  be  forgotten  on  that  Christmas 
Day? 

When  we  awoke  Christmas  morning  there  really 
were  no  presents  under  the  trees.  We  looked  around 
and  there  were  indeed  no  gifts.  But  that  day  we 
learned  a  lesson — and  a  great  truth  dawned.  We 
conquered  another  Mount  Everest  and  witnessed  an- 
other high  point  in  our  lives.  No  gifts — yet  we  shared 
the  greatest  gift  of  all,  and  more  than  any  one  of  us 
could  open,  hold,  have,  or  enjoy  in  a  single  day. 
And  what  was  it?  It  was  ourselves,  and  the  joy  of 
being  together  as  a  family.  We  sang  together,  talked 
together,  prayed  together,  and  retold  the  wondrous 
story  of  Jesus  together.  We  left  the  house  and 
skipped  together  in  a  beautiful  park,  and  looked  up 
to  a  lazy  sun  that  filtered  through  majestic  pines. 
We  even  took  our  shoes  off  and  dipped  our  feet  in 
the  Straits  of  Georgia,  whose  chill  had  been  tempered 
by  the  warming  Japanese  current. 

In  the  afternoon  when  the  missionaries  and  saints 
came,  we  sliced  a  big  ham  and  enjoyed  good  food 
with  our  new  friends.  Afterwards  we  sang  again, 
and  talked  again,  and  prayed  again! 

Never  in  its  most  glittering  days,  never  even  in 
the  presence  of  a  Prime  Minister,  had  that  great 
old  home  known  such  joy  or  happiness.  Never  in  its 
fifty  or  more  years  had  the  house  seen  such  a  mar- 
velous Christmas  .  .  .  nor  had  we!  And  it  was  done 
without  gifts,  with  nothing  but  each  other,  our 
friends,  and  the  missionaries — and  Jesus  himself. 
For  His  spirit  truly  filled  that  house  on  that  Christ- 
mas Day  .  .  .  which  now  seems  so  long  ago! 
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Cliristraas 
in  Hong  Kong 

by  Teresa  Tang  Shuk-Yee 

According  to  Chinese  tradition,  each  New  Year 
is  preceded  by  a  celebration  known  as  the  Coming 
of  Winter  or  Winter  Solstice.  The  older  Chinese  gen- 
eration think  of  Christmas  as  simply  the  foreigners' 
way  of  celebrating  this  Chinese  holiday.  However, 
the  younger  generation,  particularly  in  Hong  Kong, 
as  a  result  of  the  great  influence  exerted  by  Euro- 
peans, celebrate  Christmas  much  as  anyone  else  does. 

Downtown  Hong  Kong  resembles  any  large  city 
at  Christmastime  with  all  the  street  decorations  and 
department-store  Santa  Clauses.  But  as  you  leave 
the  shopping  and  commercial  area,  there  is  little  that 
distinguishes  Christmas  from  any  other  time  of  year. 
There  are  no  sleighs,  no  bells,  no  snow  to  make  this 
season  seem  special. 

The  season  is  marked  by  private  parties  and 
dances,  but  the  festival  spirit  generally  is  felt  most 
strongly  by  the  children.  Christmas  day  in  Hong 
Kong  is  viewed  only  as  another  day  off  for  most 
people.  Only  a  relative  few  have  any  real  apprecia- 
tion of  the  significance  of  the  birth  of  the  Savior, 
although  most  children  are  familiar  with  the  story 
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of  Christmas  as  it  is  taught  them  in  the  numerous 
Catholic  and  Protestant  schools. 

Christmas  has  changed  greatly  for  me  and  my 
children  since  I  joined  the  Church.  It  has  come  to 
have  much  more  meaning  to  us.  Most  of  the  day  on 
Christmas  Eve  is  spent  at  the  branch  practicing 
carols  and  preparing  for  the  branch  Christmas  party. 
Then  we  rush  home  to  get  ready  and  rush  back  just 
in  time  to  begin  our  real  Christmas  festivities.  There 
is  a  special  spirit  at  a  Latter-day  Saint  branch  Christ- 
mas party,  a  special  kind  of  love  and  fellowship  that 
I  have  never  felt  anywhere  else.  Remarks  by  the 
branch  president  help  us  remember  the  real  signifi- 
cance of  this  day.  Skits  and  songs  and  games  fol- 
lowed by  refreshments  help  make  the  celebration 
complete. 

After  the  party  I  take  my  children  home  for  our 
own  Christmas  Eve  celebration,  I  usually  begin  by 
retelling  the  story  of  the  Nativity.  I  want  my  chil- 
dren to  learn  to  be  thankful  for  Christmas  as  the 
birthday  of  our  Savior.  We  then  sit  down  to  enjoy 
some  kind  of  special  treat,  something  that  we  do  not 
normally  have,  like  hamburgers  or  hot  dogs.  After 
that  the  children  hang  up  their  stockings  and  go  to 
bed,  and  on  Christmas  morning  we  open  our  gifts. 
We  usually  go  out  to  some  nice  restaurant  for  Christ- 
mas dinner,  and  then  come  home  to  spend  the  after- 
noon with  friends. 

I  have  tried  to  teach  the  children  that  Christmas 
is  a  time  to  be  happy,  a  time  to  rejoice  in  the  bless- 
ings we  have  and  to  share  those  blessings  with  others. 
It  is  a  time  of  giving,  a  time  of  greater  concern  for 
others  than  for  ourselves. 

As  I  watch  my  children  at  Christmastime,  I  think 
of  the  great  love  we  parents  feel  for  our  children.  We 
desire  them  to  have  the  happiest  lives  possible,  to  be 
as  free  from  worry  and  pain  as  they  can  be.  At  this 
special  time  of  the  year  I  can  more  clearly  under- 
stand how  much  love  and  patience  our  Father  in 
heaven  has  for  us.  At  Christmas  we  remember  that 
he  suffered  his  beloved  Only  Begotten  Son  to  be  bom 
into  humble  circumstances  and  undergo  persecution 
and  pain  that  we  might  return  to  his  presence.  Every 
time  I  give  or  receive  a  gift  on  Christmas,  I  remem- 
ber this  greatest  gift  of  all,  and  I  am  thankful. 
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HIBH  IN  TtiE 
SWISS  'ALPS 

by  Delpha  A.  Baird* 

While  our  father  was  serving  a  special  mission  to 
build  churches  in  Europe,  we  made  our  home  in  Eng- 
land, and  we  children  soon  became  involved  in  a  new 
way  of  Hfe  in  a  new  land.  Early  in  our  stay  our  fam- 
ily decided  we  would  like  to  know  the  peoples  of 
other  lands  so  that  we  would  have  an  appreciation 
for  their  ways  of  life.  Vacations  from  school  in  Eng- 
land, rather  than  coming  all  at  one  time  in  the  sum- 
mer, are  divided  in  three  equal  periods  of  one  month 
each — at  Christmas,  Easter,  and  summer.  As  our  first 
Christmas  holiday  approached  we  felt  that  we  would 
like  to  spend  it  together  in  another  country.  In  our 
family  night  we  decided  that  this  Christmas  would 
be  spent  in  Switzerland — the  land  of  mountains  and 
snow.  Father  said  that  it  would  cost  a  lot  of  money 
and  there  would  not  be  many  presents.  But  still  we 
wanted  to  go.  We  delegated  responsibilities.  Father 
would  arrange  for  a  house.  The  children  would  help 
mother  so  that  she  could  make  warm  clothing  for  all 
the  family.  Everyone  was  busy  and  happy  about 
visiting  another  country,  especially  at  Christmas. 

Finally  the  day  came  for  us  to  go.  We  all  awoke 
very  early.  The  car  was  packed  with  clothing  and 
a  few  presents  that  our  grandparents  had  sent  to  us 
from  America.  We  also  put  in  some  cans  of  popcorn 
and  Christmas  pudding  for  a  special  treat.  We  did 
not  forget  our  New  Testament  with  the  Christmas 
story  of  Jesus'  birth.  Before  we  left  our  house  we  all 
knelt  down  and  asked  our  Heavenly  Father  to  bless 
and  protect  us  in  our  travels. 

We  drove  to  the  bottom  tip  of  England  where  we 
entered  a  long  Car  ferry  for  an  exciting  trip  across 
the  English  Channel.  Then  we  continued  our  drive 
through  the  rolling  hills  of  France  until  we  arrived 
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in  the  evening  of  the  second  day  in  the  mountains  of 
Switzerland. 

The  little  village  of  Bettmeralp  was  to  be  our 
home.  It  was  high  on  top  of  a  mountain  where  there 
were  no  roads.  The  only  way  to  get  up  there  was  to 
take  two  cable  cars  straight  up  the  side  of  the 
mountain.  It  was  so  late  that  the  cable  car  operator 
was  almost  ready  for  bed  and  he  could  take  us  only 
halfway  up  the  mountain.  But  there  was  a  little 
Swiss  house  close  to  the  cable  car,  and  these  dear 
Swiss  people  let  us  stay  overnight  with  them.  It  felt 
so  good  to  be  tucked  into  big,  clean  featherbeds.  We 
were  very  tired,  but  happy  after  our  long  journey. 

It  had  started  snowing  when  we  went  to  bed,  and 
in  the  morning  the  mountainside  was  covered  deep 
in  snow.  The  tall  pine  trees  around  the  Httle  house 
looked  like  tall  white  guards  watching  over  it.  As 
we  walked  a  short  distance  in  the  deep  snow  to  the 
cable  car  we  all  felt  the  peace  and  quiet  of  this  win- 
ter wonderland,  almost  as  if  we  were  in  a  make- 
believe  world.  As  we  traveled  slowly  up  the  moun- 
tainside, we  looked  down  upon  the  beautiful  snow- 
covered  valley  and  across  to  the  mountains  beyond. 

When  we  reached  the  top,  we  seemed  so  very 
high  up.  Glistening  snow  covered  everything  like  a 
thick  frosting.  Father  led  the  way  on  a  snow-covered 
path.  We  had  a  hard  time  walking  in  the  snow,  but 
soon  a  nice  man  came  pulling  a  sleigh  on  which  he 
put  our  baggage.  He  turned  around  and  led  the  way 
to  our  Swiss  home,  packing  down  the  snow  so  that 
it  was  easier  to  walk  on.  The  Swiss  man  seemed  to 
know  just  where  we  wanted  to  go.  We  walked  by 
some  Swiss  houses  where  the  cows  and  sheep  were 
stabled  in  rooms  built  on  the  sides.  As  we  continued 
on,  we  passed  a  small  white  church  and  a  little  shop. 

Our  house  was  on  the  farthest  side  of  the  village 
in  a  cluster  of  tall  pine  trees.  It  was  called  Chalet 
Tilly.  Inside  it  was  warm  and  clean  with  all  the 
things  that  we  would  need  to  make  our  stay  com- 
fortable. 

(Concluded  on  page  393) . 
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GIVE  OF 
YOURSELF 


by  Jack  R.  and  Yvonne  M,  Prince 

The  true  spirit  of  Christmas  giving  was  brought 
home  to  us  several  months  ago  in  a  letter  from,  our 
daughter  Jacquee,  written  for  Father's  Day.  She 
wrote : 

Dearest  Dad, 

I  wanted  to  wish  you  a  very  Happy  Father's 
Day.  I'm  sorry  I  won't  be  home  on  your  special  day, 
but  I  want  you  to  know  my  feelings.  As  you  know, 
if  I  bought  you  a  gift  it  would  probably  be  from 
some  of  the  money  that  you  so  often  supply  me  with. 
So,  I  wanted  to  give  you  something  that  is  just  all 
mine,  and  can  come  from  only  me. 


For  Course  3,  lesson  50  (December  6),  "How  We  Show  Our  Love"; 
for  Course  4,  lesson  46  (December  13),  "The  Real  Joy  of  Christmas 
Is  Giving  and  Sharing";  for  Course  5,  lesson  51  (December  20), 
"Jesus  Was  Born  to  Serve  in  the  Kingdom";  for  Course  8,  lesson  14 
(December  13),  "Service  Is  lis  Own  Reward";  for  Course  26,  lessons 
11  and  17  (November  1,  29),  "Making  a  House  a  Home"..and  "Learn- 
ing to  Love";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  11  and  17;  and 
of  general  interest. 


The  beginning  of  Jacquee's  letter  touched  our 
hearts  and  caused  us  to  reflect  back  into  our  lives 
and  the  lives  of  our  children  about  the  spirit  of  giv- 
ing and  the  rich  rewards  that  flow  back  to  us  when 
we  give  of  ourselves. 

Popcorn   Cake 

We  can  still  hear  Scott's  words  last  Christmas 
when  he  rushed  in  and  said,  "Mom,  let's  make  some 
popcorn  cakes  so  I  can  give  some  to  my  friends." 

So  the  family  project  commenced. 

Christmas  is  a  delightful  time  of  the  year  to  make 
popcorn  cakes  for  loved  ones,  family,  frfends,  and 
neighbors.  The  very  young  members  of  the  family 
can  help  in  this  "give-of-yourself  project,  for  there 
is  no  cooking  over  a  hot  stove  with  danger  of  getting 
burned.  The  regular  weekly  family  night  is  an  ex- 
cellent time  to  make  popcorn  cakes.  It  is  always  a 
fun  experience  for  children  to  stir  the  popcorn  while 
the  syrup  is  being  poured  over  it,  then  to  mix  in  the 
gumdrops.  And  there  are  always  those  sweet  morsels 
that  are  slipped  into  mouths  as  the  work  continues. 
The  finished  product,  in  bright  wrappings  and  fes- 
tive bows,  is  a  lovely  gift. 

POPCORN  CAKE 
22  cups  (5%  quarts)  of  popped  corn 
2  12-oz.  packages  marshmallows 
14  pound  butter 
1  cup  ground  peppermint  candy 
1  cup  pednuts 

1  cup  spiced  gumdrops  (omit  black  ones) 
Melt  marshmallows  and  butter,  and  stir  well  together. 
Pour  this  over  all  remaining  ingredients.  Mix  well.  Pack  the 
mixture  firmly  into  a  buttered  angel-food  cake  pan.  Chill 
in  refrigerator,  and  unmold  on  a  sheet  of  cellophane  wrap. 
(A  knife  inserted  around  edges  of  pan  will  insure  suc- 
cessful removal.)  This  makes  one  large  cake  or  two  small 
ones. 

Homemade  Christmas  Cards 

Then  we  remembered  little  Jack  sitting  at  the 
snack  bar  in  the  kitchen  to  draw,  paint,  and  paste 
homemade  Christmas  cards  for  his  friends  and  fam- 
ily. The  twinkle  in  his  eyes  as  he  told  us  who  he  was 
making  them  for,  and  the  joy  he  showed  as  he  ran 
out  of  the  house  to  deliver  them,  touched  our  hearts 
with  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas. 

Homemade  Christmas  cards  is  an  excellent  proj- 
ect for  very  young  members  of  the  family.  The  cards 
can  be  made  for  parents,  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
friends.  As  children  grow  older,  they  become  more 
creative  in  similar  projects.  Our  daughter  Catherine's 
projects  have  thrilled  us  many  times.  She  expresses 
her  thoughts  on  Christmas  giving  this  way: 

Giving  something  of  yourself  always  brings  the 
most  joy.  It  is  easy  to  run  down  to  a  store  and  choose 
a  quick  gift  for  a  brother  or  sister,  but  a  gift  that  you 
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have  spent  time  on  and  created  yourself  brings  an 
extra  special  message. 

About  three  Christmases  ago  I  made  a  large 
Christmas-tree  card  out  of  crepe  paper.  On  each 
ornament  I  had  the  names  of  my  family.  It  was  great 
fun  putting  it  together,  and  even  more  fun  presenting 
it  to  the  family.  When  my  little  sister  Rebecca  passed 
away,  I  got  her  pictures  together  and  made  an  album 
for  my  parents.  Pictures  can  express  more  than 
words,  and  will  always  be  lasting.  I  enjoy  making 
cards  for  my  family  using  photos  from  when  they 
were  young  up  to  the  present  time.  It  is  something 
they  can  always  look  back  on  to  remember  those 
special  moments. 

Baking   Bread 

An  experience  we  have  enjoyed  in  the  kitchen 


with  the  children  helping  is  mixing  and  baking  bread. 
The  purchase  of  a  hand  bread-mixer  makes  it  possible 
for  young  children  to  take  their  turns  at  mixing  and 
helping.  Boys  as  well  as  girls  are  enthusiastic  about 
this  project.  All  of  the  children  learn  a  task  that 
will  benefit  them  in  their  future  homes  as  well  as 
make  mother's  load  lighter  right  now.  Too,  there  is 
always  that  delicious  reward  during  the  project  of 
eating  slices  of  hot  bread  spread  with  butter  and  jam. 
And  in  the  end,  in  giving  a  little  something  of  our- 
selves, we  hope  we  also  give,  as  Catherine  says,  that 
"extra  special  message"  of  love  and  friendship. 

At  Christmastime  we  commemorate  the  birth  of 
Jesus,  who  set  the  perfect  example  of  how  we  should 
give  of  ourselves.  Doing  things  for  others  will  bring 
us  the  same  comfort  and  joy  that  we  take  to  them. 

Library  File  Reference:    CHRISTMAS;    FAMILY   LIFE;    GIVING. 


HIGH    IN   THE   SWISS   ALPS      {Concluded  from  page  391.) 

After  we  had  thanked  the  man  with  the  sleigh, 
we  all  went  inside  and  knelt  down  to  thank  the  One 
who  had  helped  us  the  most,  our  Heavenly  Father. 

Christmas  was  still  two  days  away,  so  we  all  drew 
names  out  of  a  hat  to  see  who  would  get  a  gift  for 
whom.  Father  cut  a  small  pine  tree  while  the  chil- 
dren popped  corn  and  made  paper  ornaments  to  dec- 
orate the  tree. 

Each  day  some  of  the  children  took  a  little  bucket 
to  one  of  the  houses  (one  with  the  cows  in  a  room  at 
the  side)  to  bring  home  fresh  warm  milk.  We  would 
visit  the  little  old  shop  to  get  the  bread  which  was 
baked  in  large  circles  and  other  different  shapes. 
The  cheeses  and  thick  soups  were  always  so  filling 
that  no  one  was  ever  hungry  while  he  frolicked  in 
tlie  snow  on  the  mountainside. 


As  we  visited  the  little  old  shop,  each  of  us  pur- 
chased a  small  gift  for  the  special  one  whose  name 
we  had  drawn.  We  bought  such  things  as  little  bells 
or  carved  wooden  whistles.  They  were  small,  but 
they  would  be  of  priceless  value  in  the  years  to  come 
as  we  remembered  our  Christmas  high  in  the  Alps. 

Finally  it  was  Christmas  Eve.  Everything  out- 
side was  white  and  still  with  soft  snow  falling.  We 
sat  together  as  a  family  in  a  little  chalet  high  in  the 
Swiss  Alps  and  read  the  Christmas  story,  trying  to 
feel  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas.  We  all  came  to 
realize  that  as  a  family  we  had  the  greatest  gifts  the 
Christ  Child  came  to  bring — the  gifts  of  the  gospel 
and  of  love  and  understanding  for  each  other.  We 
truly  had  his  Spirit  in  our  hearts. 


Library   File   Reference:    CHRISTMAS;    SWITZERLAND. 
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Quarterly  Outline  of  Sunday  School  Lessons 


2nd  Quarter,  1970-71 


COURSE  OF 

STUDY 

1970-71 

Course  No.  3: 

Gospel  Lessons 

for 

Little  Ones* 

Course  No.  4: 

We  Learn  about 

Our  Heavenly 

Father* 

i— — 

Course  No.  5: 

Growing  in 

the  Gospel, 

Part  II* 

Course  No.  6: 

We  Learn 

about  Our 

Savior* 

Course  No.  8: 

Come 

Follow  Me* 

Course  No.  10: 
Fundamentals 

of  the 

Gospel 

APPROXIMATE 
AGES 

3 

4 

Kindergarten 
5 

Primary 
«,  7 

8,9 

10,  11 

DECEMBER  6 

How  We  Show 

Our  Love 

(50) 

Our  Heavenly  Father 

Loves  Me  and  1  Can 

Depend  on  Him 

(14) 

Jesus  Christ 

Organized 

the  Church 

(13) 

The  Boy  of 
Nazareth 

(13) 

Fasting 

(13) 

Responsibility  for 
Choices— Right 

Choices  Increase 
Happiness  (13) 

DECEMBER  13 

How  Our 

Heavenly  Father 

Showed  His  Love 

(51) 

The  Real  Joy  of 

Christmas  Is  Giving 

and  Sharing 

(46) 

Jesus  Chose 
Twelve  Apostles 

(15) 

The  Boy  Jesus 

in  the  Temple 

(14) 

Service  Is  Its 

Own  Reward 

(14) 

Review 

DECEMBER  20 

Christmas  Is  a 

Happy  Time 

(52) 

The  Beginning 
of  Christmas 

(47) 

Jesus  Was  Born 

to  Serve 

in  the  Kingdom 

(51) 

Christmas, 
a  Happy  Time 

(47) 

Peacemakers 

(45) 

Christmas 

DECEMBER  27 

We  Love  Our 

Friends  and 

Neighbors 

(49) 

This  Beautiful 

World  Was 

Created  for  Me 

(15) 

Jesus  Visited 

America 

(16) 

Review 
(15) 

Beyond  the 

Call  of  Duty 

(15) 

Atonement 
—Death  and 
Resurrection 

(14) 

JANUARY  3 

Our  Baby 
(5) 

The  Light  Was 

Called  Day 

(16) 

Priesthood 

Remained  on 

Earth 

(17) 

John  the  Baptist 

Prepared 

the  Way 

(16) 

Everyone 
Has  Talents 

(16) 

Atonement 

—Jesus'  Part 

(15) 

JANUARY  10 

Other 

People's  Babies 

(6) 

Our  Heavenly 

Father  Planned 

the  Night 

07) 

Priesthood 

Taken  Awdy 

(18) 

Jesus  Was 

Baptized  by 

John  the  Baptist 

(17) 

Forgiveness 

(17) 

Atonement 

—Our  Part 

(16) 

JANUARY  17 

Familiar 

Animal  and 

Bird  Babies 

(7) 

The  Dry  Land 

Was  Called  Earth 

(18) 

Priesthood 

Was  Restored 

(19) 

Jesus  Prepared 

Himself  for 

His  Mission 

(18) 

Compassion 

(18) 

Faith  in  Christ 
-The  First 

Principle  of  the 
Gospel  (17) 

JANUARY  24 

The  Baby  Jesus 
(8) 

Our  Heavenly 

Father  Planned  for 

Us  to  Have  Water 

(19) 

The  Church 

Was  Organized 

(20) 

Jesus  Was 

Tempted 

(19) 

Judgment 
(19) 

Faith  in  Christ 
—Courage 

(18) 

JANUARY  31 

We  Are  Kind 

to  Ourselves 

(23) 

The  Earth  to 

Have  Birds 

(20) 

Heavenly  Father's 
Kingdom 
Founded  upon 
Love  (22) 

The  First 

Miracle 

(20) 

Repentance 
(20) 

Faith  in  Christ 

—Grows  as  We 

Learn  and  Obey 

(19) 

FEBRUARY  7 

We  Are  Kind 

to  Our  Friends 

(24) 

Animal  Friends 
(21) 

We  Love 
Our  Neighbors 

(23) 

Be  Reverent 
(21) 

Obedience 
(21) 

Repentance 

—A  Gift  from 

Jesus 

(20) 

FEBRUARY  14 

We  Are  Kind 

to  Pets  and 

Other  Animals 

(25) 

His  Children  to 

Be  Created  in 

His  Image 

(22) 

The  Lord  Tells 
His  Servants 

(24) 

A  Message  of 

Happiness  for  All 

(22) 

Happiness 
(22) 

Repentance 

—A  Change 

in  Behavior 

(21) 

FEBRUARY  21 

We  Are  Kind 

to  Each  Other 

at  Sunday  School 

(26) 

Our  Heavenly 

Father  Loves  Me 

(23) 

We  Study 
Truth 

(25) 

Miracles  of 

Healing 

(23) 

Gratitude 

Brings  Happiness 

(23) 

Repentance 

—Forgiveness  of 

Others 

(22) 

FEBRUARY  28 

We  Have  Things 
That  Belong  to  Us 

(27) 

An  Earthly 

Welcome  for  Me 

(24) 

The  Lord 

Has  Given 

Us  Laws 

(26) 

We  Choose 

to  Be  Helpers 

(24) 

Review 

Baptism 

-A  New  Birth 

(23) 

*  Junior  Sunday  School  lessons  in  Courses  3  to  8  have  been 
appropriate  times  of  year.  Enrichment  in  The  Instructor 
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rearranged   for   more   effective   presentation    at 
is  planned  to  support   lessons   as   outlined   above. 
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Quarterly  Outline  of  Sunday  School  Lessons 


2nd  Quarter,  1970-71 


Course  No.  12: 

The 

Book  of 

Mormon 

Course  No.  14: 

An  Introduction 

to  the  Gospel 

Course  No.  16: 

My  Religion 

and  Me 

Course  No.  18: 

In  His 

Footsteps 

Today 

Course  No.  26: 

Family  Home 

Evening 

Course  No.  28: 

Living  Truths 

from  the 

Book  of  Mormoh 

Course  No.  30: 

The  Master's 

Church 

(Course  B) 

12,  13 

14,15 

16,  17 

18-22 

Family 
Relations- 
Adults 

Gospel  Doctrine- 
Adults 

Gospel  Essentials- 
Adults 

The  Role  of 

a  Prophet 

(13) 

Eternal 

Progression 

(11) 

Why  a 

Physical  Body? 

(12) 

Key  to 

Spiritual 

Power 

(12) 

the 

Golden  Rule 

(18) 

A  View  of  the 

Future 

(12) 

Priesthood 
and  the  Church 

(12) 

Review 

Review 

Achieving  Balance 

in  Our  Lives: 

Am  1  Lopsided? 

(13) 

Renewal  and 
Recommitment 

(13) 

The  Birth  and 

Infancy  of 

the  Savior 

(20) 

A  Father's  Teachings 

and  Blessings 

(13) 

Aaronic 

Priesthood 

(13) 

Christmas 

Christmas 

Christmas 

Christmas 

Christmas 

Christmas 

Christmas 

The  Importance 

of  Righteous  Desire 

(14) 

Revelation 

Is  Continuous 

(12) 

Father's  Concern 

for  Man's  Joy 

(14) 

The  Day  of 

Renewal 

(14) 

Happy 

New  Year! 

(21) 

The  Plan  of 

Redemption 

(14) 

Auxiliary 

Organizations 

(14) 

King  Benjamin, 

a  Man  of 

Humility  and 

Sincerity  (15) 

Man's  Part 

in  Revelation 

(13) 

Father's  Concern 

for  Man's  Joy 

(Continued) 

(15) 

Gifts  of 

the  Spirit 

(15) 

Review 

Predictions  and 

Teachings  of  a 

Prophet 

(15) 

Priesthood 

Correlation 

(15) 

The  Mission  of 

Jesus  Christ— A 

Message  to  King 

Benjamin  (16) 

Verifying 

Revelation 

(14) 

The  Treasures 

of  the  Earth 

(16) 

Spiritual 

Guidance 

(16) 

Speaking  Words 

of  Purity 

(23) 

"Come,  Listen 

to  a 

Prophet's  Voice" 

(16) 

Priesthood 

Home  Teaching 

(16) 

Review 

The  Bible 
(15) 

Achieving 

the  Best 

That  Is  in  Us 

(17) 

Review 

Honesty 
(24) 

Allegory  of  the 

Olive  Tree 

(17) 

Priesthood 

Missionary  Program 

(17) 

The  importance 
of  the  Family 

(17) 

Other 

Scriptures 

(16) 

How  Can  1 
Know  for  Sure? 

(18) 

Knowledge 

Beyond  Price 

(17) 

Respect  for 
Authority 

(26) 

Respect  for 

Holy  Law 

(18) 

Priesthood 

Welfare  Program 

(18) 

The  Importance 

of  the  Family 

(Continued) 

(18) 

Nature  and 

Mission  of  a 

Prophet 

(17) 

Man's  Efforts 
to  Find  Truth 

(19) 

The  Kingdom 
First 

(18) 

How  We  Look 

at  Others 

(27) 

Historical  Records 

Help  Us  to 

Live  Better 

(19) 

Priesthood 

Genealogy 

Program 

(19) 

Abinadi, 

the  Martyr 

(19) 

Review 

Types  of 

Revelation 

(20) 

Deeds  and 

Motives 

(19) 

Our  FamiJy 

Government 

(28) 

Abridgment  and 

Correlation  of 

Sacred  Records 

(20) 

Review 

Abinadi, 
the  Martyr 
(Continued) 

(20) 

Jesus  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God 

(18) 

God  Reveals 

Truth  to  Man 

(21) 

Judgment 
and  Hypocrisy 

(20) 

Family  Goal 
Achievement 

(29) 

Review 

Family  Home 

Evening  Program 

(20) 

The  Purpose 

of  Baptism 

(21) 

The  Mission  of 

Jesus  Christ 

(19) 

Personal 
Revelation 

(22) 

Revenge  and 

Retaliation 

(21) 

Let  Your  Conscience 

Be  Your  Guide 

(30) 

Establishing  a 

Relationship  with 

Jesus  Christ 

(21a) 

Church 

Education 

(21) 

Review 

(22) 

The  Way  of 

Salvation 

(20) 

Review 

First  Law 
of  Heaven 

(22) 

Review 

Establishing  a 

Relationship  with 

Jesus  Christ 

(21b) 

Building  Program 

of  the  Church 

(22) 
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Christmas  Customs 


1.  ORIGIN  OF  THE  NAME 

The  term  "Christmas"  originated  from  Cr/stes  Maesse  (the  IVlass  of  Christ),  first  so  called  in  the 
year  1038.'  Previous  to  being  called  Christmas  the  commemoration  was  known  as  the  Feast  of 
the  Nativity. 

2.  FIXING  THE  DATE  OF  DECEMBER  25 

The  Feast  of  the  Nativity  was  formerly  held  on  January  6,  which  was  the  traditional  date  of  Jesus' 
baptism,  and  was  known  as  Epiphany.  Apparently  the  Nativity  aspect  was  first  changed  to  Decem- 
ber 25  in  the  4th  Century  A.D.  in  Rome.  Acceptance  came  slowly  for  some;  Alexandria,  Egypt,  did 
not  accept  December  25  as  the  commemoration  date  until  the  beginning  of  the  5th  Century  and 
Jerusalem  possibly  did  not  accept  it  until  the  6th  Century. 

Nearly  every  country  and  religious  cult  of  Europe  and  the  Near  East  had  a  midwinter  festival  period 
centered  on  a  yearning  for  spring,  a  return  to  more  sunshine,  and  a  spark  of  new  life.  With  the 
extension  of  Christianity,  these  feasts  were  adapted  to  commemorate  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ. 
December  25,  on  which  date  occurred  a  Roman  festival  of  the  Sun,  was  selected;  and  Jesus  be- 
came the  object  Of  the  celebration,  as  the  Son  of  Righteousness  and  the  Giver  of  Life. 

The  purely  pagan  nature  of  this  date  is  observable  in  the  fact  that  December  25  was  more  readily 
accepted  by  the  western  (gentile)  part  of  the  church,  while  Jerusalem  held  off  for  two  more 
centuries. 

3.  THE  CHRISTMAS  STAR 

The  Star  of  Bethlehem  or  Star  of  the  East  (Matthew  2:2). 

4.  THE  WISE  MEN 

Legend  has  it  that  there  were  three  wise  men  (probably  because  the  scripture  mentions  three 
gifts— Matthew  2:1-12).  However,  no  specific  number  is  mentioned  in  the  scriptures.  These  were 
men  from  the  East,  probably  Persia  or  Arabia,  and  have  been  called  "Magi"  in  reference  to  their 
supposedly  supernatural  knowledge  and  power.  Our  word  "magic"  originates  from  such  ancient 
eastern  peoples.  Tradition  has  it  that  they  found  the  Christchild  on  the  Twelfth  Night,  that  is, 
on  January  6,  or  Epiphany. 

5.  THE  TWELVE  DAYS  OF  CHRISTMAS 

The  twelve  days  between  December  25  and  January  6  came  to  be  regarded  as  Twelve  Holy  Days 
and  Holy  Nights. 

6.  THE  CHRISTMAS  TREE 

The  fir  tree  represents  life— especially  in  winter,  when  other  trees  are  barren  but  the  fir  is  ever- 
green. Pagan  winter  festivals  used  the  evergreen  tree  before  the  celebrations  were  converted  into 
Christmas.  The  present-day  Christmas  tree  is  a  carry-over  from  the  pagan  rite. 

7.  USE  OF  THE  TERM  "XMAS" 

"X"  is  the  Greek  equivalent  of  "Ch,"  and  is  used  to  present  a  shorter  form  of  the  word 
"Christmas."' 
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'Catho/ic  Encyclopedia,  Vol.  3,  pages  724-728  (1913  edition). 

^Wor/d  Book  Encyclopedia,  Vol.  3,  pages  408-416  (1966  edition).  See  also  Alfred  Carl  Hottes,  1,001  Christmas 
Facts  and  Fancies:  De  la  Mare  Company,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1950. 

The   true  significance  of  Christmas  is  found  not  in  symbols  or  feasts  but  in  the 
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The  True  Significance  of  Christmas 


1.  THE  DATE  OF  CHRIST'S  BIRTH 

"It  is  claimed  by  many  Biblical  scholars  that  December  25,  the  day  celebrated  in  Christendom 
as  Christmas,  cannot  be  the  correct  date.  We  believe  April  6th  to  be  the  birthday  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  indicated  in  a  revelation  of  the  present  dispensation  [Doctrine  and  Covenants  20:1].  .  .  .  This 
acceptance  is  admittedly  based  on  faith  in  modern  revelation,  and  in  no  wise  is  set  forth  as  the 
result  of  chronological  research  or  analysis."^  The  important  thing  is  that  Jesus  Christ  was  born 
of  Mary  and  is  the  literal  Son  of  God  the  Eternal  Father.  The  exact  date  is  of  less  consequence 
than  the  fact. 

2.  NATIVITY  STORY  FROM  THE  BIBLE 

And  Joseph  also  went  up  from  Galilee,  out  of  the  city  of  Nazareth,  into  Judaea,  unto  the  city  of 
David,  which  is  called  Bethlehem;  (because  he  was  of  the  house  and  lineage  of  David:)  to  be 
taxed  with  Mary  his  espoused  wife,  being  great  with  child.  And  so  it  was,  that,  while  they  were 
there,  the  days  were  accomplished  that  she  should  be  delivered.  And  she  brought  forth  her 
firstborn  son,  and  wrapped  him  in  swaddling  clothes,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger;  because  there 
was  no  room  for  them  in  the  inn.  And  there  were  in  the  same  country  shepherds  abiding  in  the 
field,  keeping  watch  over  their  flock  by  night.  And,  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone  round  about  them:  and  they  were  sore  afraid.  And  the  angel  said 
unto  them,  Fear  not:  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people. 
For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord. 

3.  TESTIMONY  OF  THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON  ^  "'^^       ' 
The  angel  to  Nephi  (about  600  B.C.): 

.  .  .  In  the  city  of  Nazareth  I  beheld  a  virgin,  and  she  was  exceedingly  fair  and  white  .  .  .  and 
[the  angel]  said  unto  me:  Behold,  the  virgin  whom  thou  seest  is  the  mother  of  the  son  of  God, 
after  the  manner  of  the  flesh.  .  .  .  And  I  looked  and  beheld  the  virgin  again,  bearing  a  child  in 
her  arms.  And  the  angel  said  unto  me:  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  yea,  even  the  Son  of  the  Eternal 
Father!  (I  Nephi  11:13,  18,  20,  21;  see  also  Mosiah  3:5-8,  about  124  B.C.;  and  Alma  7:7-13, 
about  83  B.C.) 
Prophecy  of  Samuel  the  Lamanite  (about  6  B.C.): 

.  .  .  at  the  time  of  his  coming  .  .  .  there  shall  be  great  lights  in  heaven,  insomuch  that  in  the  night 
before  he  cometh  there  shall  be  no  darkness,  insomuch  that  it  shall  appear  unto  man  as  if  it 
was  day.  Therefore,  there  shall  be  one  day  and  a  night  and  a  day,  as  if  it  were  one  day  and  there 
were  no  night;  and  this  shall  be  unto  you  for  a  sign;  for  ye  shall  know  of  the  rising  of  the  sun 
and  also  of  its  setting  .  .  .  nevertheless  the  night  shall  not  be  darkened;  and  it  shall  be  the  night 
before  he  is  born.  And  behold,  there  shall  a  new  star  arise,  such  an  one  as  ye  never  have 
beheld;  and  this  also  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you.  (Helaman  14:3-5;  see  also  3  Nephi  1:13-21.) 

4.  THE  WONDER  OF  THE  ATONEMENT 

"The  hopes  and  fears  of  all  the  years"  are  centered  in  the  divine  nature  of  the  Son  of  God.  As 
the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Father  in  the  flesh,  He  alone  could  make  an  atonement  for  the  sins  of 
others.  Little  wonder  that  angels  sang,  a  new  star  arose,  light  was  manifest,  prophets  exclaimed, 
and  wise  men  took  notice.  Thus,  all  things  are  reckoned  as  being  before  (B.C.)  or  after  His  birth 
(A.D.).^ 

—Compiled  by  Robert  J.  Matthev/s. 

'Reprinted  from  The  Instructor,  December  1966. 


'James  E.  Talmage,  Jesus  the  Christ,  page  104. 

"A.D.  does  not  mean  "after  death,"  as  some  have  supposed,  but  stands  for  anno  domini,  meaning  "in  the  year 
of  our  Lord." 


testimonies  of  His  Sonship  and  mission  as  given  by  prophets  and  apostles  through  the  ages. 
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SILENT  SEARCH 

KAiBAB  SQUIRREL:  we  listened,  and  heard  symphonies. 


Last  week  our  family  finished  a 
picnic  on  the  fringe  of  a  mountain 
meadow  in  the  Kaibab  Forest  near 
the  north  rim  of  Grand  Canyon. 

Then  I  invited  our  daughter 
Allyson  and  our  grandson  Justin, 
both  five,  to  come  with  me  in 
search  of  a  Kaibab  squirrel. 

It  is  a  beautiful  animal,  found 
only  in  this  forest.  We  had  seen 
one  on  a  visit  to  the  area  before. 
The  large  squirrel  has  high,  tas- 
seled  ears,  a  black  breast,  and  a 
huge,  plume-like  white  tail. 

We  started  through  the  tall 
grass,  splashed  here  and  there  with 
the  yellow  of  wild  buttercups.  Ally- 
son  wore  dark  blue  jeans  with 
white  stripes  and  spangled  with 
red  flowers.  She  shuffled  in  moss- 
colored  mocassins.  Justin  tripped 
along  in  ranch  boots,  a  yellow  and 
green  cowboy  shirt,  and  tan  trou- 
sers. Together  they  carried  a  half- 
barked  stick  about  the  size  of  a 
broom  handle. 

As  we  moved  toward  the  steep, 
pine-covered  mountain  slope,  they 
began  singing  "Three  Blind  Mice." 

We  dug  our  shoes  into  the  soft 
mountainside,  cushioned  by  a  mat 
of  fallen  pine  needles.  Justin's 
boots  kept  slipping  on  the  needles. 
We  pulled  ourselves  upward  by 
holding  onto  the  white  trunk  of  a 
young  aspen  or  using  a  fallen  tree 
as  a  handrail. 


For  Course  4,  lesson  15  (December  27), 
"This  Beautiful  World  Was  Created  for  Me"; 
for  Course  16,  lesson  13  (December  13), 
"Achieving  Balance  in  Our  Lives:  Am  I  Lop- 
sided?" for  Course  26,  lesson  16  (November 
22),  "A  Quest  for  Beauty";  for  Course  28, 
lesson  13  (December  13),  "A  Father's  Teach- 
ings and  Blessings";  to  support  family  home 
evening  lesson  16;   and  of  general  interest. 


Soon  we  were  high  on  the  moun- 
tain slope,  sitting  on  a  large  gray 
boulder  patched  with  moss. 

We  began  scanning  the  pine  tops 
and  listening  for  the  Kaibab  squir- 
rel. Our  eyes  explored  the  clusters 
of  yellow-green  cones  high  on  the 
tall  trees.  We  caught  sight  of  a 
lone  bird  winging  over  the  ever- 
greens against  a  bright  blue  sky 
puffed  here  and  there  with  white 
and  gray  clouds. 

The  silence  of  the  forest  and  the 
sky  was  music  to  the  soul. 

Then  from  a  pine  we  heard  the 
shrill  call  of  a  squirrel.  Or  could  it 
have  been  a  chipmunk? 

We  looked  more  intently. 

But  we  saw  no  fluttering  of  a 
white  tail  on  a  black-breasted 
squirrel  moving  down  the  big,  cin- 
namon-colored trunk  of  a  Ponde- 
rosa  pine. 

The  quiet  of  the  moimtain  re- 
turned. And  we  feasted  on  it. 

Surely  this  was  a  moment  spok- 
en of  in  Job: 

Stand  still,  and  consider  the 
wondrous  works  of  GodJ 

I  recall  also  the  comment  of  our 
friend  Maurice  Abravanel,  the 
symphony  orchestra  conductor.  He 
said  that  there  is  much  more  mean- 
ing to  him  than  merely  not  speak- 
ing in  the  line,  "Silence  is  golden." 
The  maestro  then  described  the 
deep  melody  in  the  stillness  of  an 
untouched  mountain  reaching  its 
pine-covered  head  majestically 
toward  the  sky. 

This  pause  with  two  wide-eyed 

ijob  37:14. 


tots  looking  skyward  through  the 
timber  was  indeed  a  concert  in 
stillness. 

We  kept  looking.  Our  eyes  and 
ears  kept  exploring  for  the  elusive 
Kaibab  squirrel.  But  we  saw  no 
white-plumed  tail. 

The  sjonphony  of  the  forest  si- 
lence was  broken  by  the  call  of  our 
family  returning  to  the  car. 

We  came  away  from  the  Kaibab 
that  afternoon  without  finding  its 
regal  little  resident.  Yet,  we  stood 
still  and  considered  "the  wondrous 
works  of  God." 

I  have  resolved  to  stand  still 
more  often,  preferably  with  a 
child's  hand  in  mine,  and  listen  to 
symphonies  of  nature  such  as 
these — 

The  golden  silence  of  autumn 
aspen  on  the  slopes  of  the  Rockies. 

or 

The  sweet  sway  of  palms  over  a 
beach  at  sunset  in  Brazil  or  Ber- 
muda. 

or 

The  morning  glitter  over  a  quiet 
lake  in  Austria's  Alps  or  a  silvery 
fjord  in  Norway. 

or 

The  silent  movement  of  distant 
sheep  on  a  green-carpeted  valley  in 
New  Zealand. 

I  yearn  to  see  more  of  the  Liord's 
good  earth,  and  to  stand  still  and 
listen  to  its  melodic  whispers,  as 
we  did  that  afternoon  searching  si- 
lently for  a  white-tailed  squirrel 
in  the  Kaibab. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 
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